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Skimmer. This meeting’s book is The Delightful Horror of
Family Birding by Eli J. Knapp, which was reviewed by
Frank Scoblete before our summer break.
Parking Lots. In addition to the parking lot adjacent to
the library, there’s a lightly used, well-lit, and fairly close
municipal lot on the east side of S. Ocean Ave., on the
near (south) side of the gas station that borders Sunrise
Highway.

NEXT MEETING
Tuesday, September 10, 2019
7:30 p.m.
Freeport Memorial Library
144 W. Merrick Rd. (at S. Ocean Ave.)
SPEAKERS: Bobby & Cathy Horvath with Live Animals
TOPIC:
Wildlife in Need of Rescue and
Rehabilitation
At our first monthly meeting since May, Bobby & Cathy
Horvath from Wildlife In Need of Rescue & Rehabilitation (WINORR) will walk around the room with some of
the photographable animals they have rescued that were
deemed unreleasable and are used as educational ambassadors. Special guests that we’ll learn about are likely to
include skunk, red fox, armadillo, and kinkajou, and will,
as always, include a variety of raptors. The Horvaths have
been SSAS’s guest speakers several times over the years,
going back to 2006, during which time they’ve brought us
American Kestrel, Saw-whet Owl, Screech Owl, Barred
Owl, Great Horned Owl, Red-tailed Hawk, Peregrine Falcon, Turkey Vulture, and even a Eurasian Eagle-Owl.
WINORR is a nonprofit volunteer organization based
in North Massapequa. Bobby and Cathy have federal
and state licenses to provide professional care for sick,
injured, and orphaned wildlife. They receive no funds
from federal, state, or county agencies, and are totally
dependent on donations, grants, and fund-raisers to pay
for their daily operation. They rescue and care for wild
animals received through the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation, local police, animal hospitals,
humane societies, animal control, and the general public.
A handful of local veterinarians generously donate their
time and expertise to WINORR. The Horvaths are part
of a small network of volunteer rehabilitators who offer a
sanctuary or find permanent placement for unreleasable
wildlife that are unable to survive in the wild and otherwise would face euthanasia. Join us!
Pre-Meeting Book Discussion. Arrive a half-hour early
to participate in a discussion led by R. U. Abyrdar II (aka
Paul Stessel) of a book that was reviewed in the previous
DATE:
TIME:
PLACE:

\

IN ORDER TO MINIMIZE WASTE, PLEASE
BRING COFFEE MUGS TO OUR MEETINGS.

SHADE-GROWN COFFEE PROTECTS RAINFORESTS!

SSAS Mission Statement — The mission of
South Shore Audubon Society is to promote environmental education; conduct research pertaining to local
bird populations, wildlife, and habitat; and preserve
and restore our environment, through responsible
activism, for the benefit of both people and wildlife.
GGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGG

Development Threatens SSAS Birding Sites:
A Summer Conservation Summary
Brien Weiner

Development took many guises this summer and
threatened the birds and habitat at a number of SSAS’s
Sunday bird walk sites.
Hempstead Lake continues to be threatened by the
Living with the Bay project, namely, its removal of woodlands and wetlands in a paradoxical attempt to mitigate
flooding. (For the history of the Hempstead Lake project,
see the SSAS website, under Policies and Positions.)
Massapequa Preserve came under threat from a remediation plan for the expanding Navy Grumman plume of
contaminated groundwater, which includes a proposal to
build a treatment plant within the Preserve and dump a
large amount of treated groundwater into Massapequa
Creek.
1

indeed, any new fossil fuel infrastructure in New York
State. Kaminsky is Chair of the Senate Environmental
Conservation Committee and was a cosponsor of the Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act, which
Cuomo signed into law (see Guy’s article). It would be the
height of hypocrisy for NYS to approve both the CLCPA
and the Williams Pipeline.
On Hempstead Lake State Park (HLSP), we are waiting for a delayed revision of the Environmental Assessment (EA) for the project, after which we will determine
if legal action is necessary. So far, the federal agencies
involved in issuing permits (Environmental Protection
Agency, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers, Housing and Urban Development) and the
NYS Department of Environmental Conservation have
held the Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery (GOSR),
which oversees the project, to rigorous standards, and the
project is reported to be in disarray. Further, NYS Parks’
Long Island Regional Director, George (Chip) Gorman,
told us that a contact told him HLSP is on hold and will
be a different project when the revised EA is issued. This
suggests that GOSR will have to reduce the scale of the
project due to the time limit on the Sandy recovery grant
for it. Nevertheless, to prepare for a possible court challenge, we have retained an environmental attorney who
has secured an impressive lineup of experts to go to bat
for us. David Stern, Co-Chair of the Citizens Advisory
Committee for the project, an expert in water resources
engineering and the winner of this year’s Elliott Kutner
Conservation Award from SSAS, has volunteered to help
us prepare the challenge and to provide testimony, defraying the costs of a lawsuit.
For those of you who followed the Great Horned Owls
nesting at HLSP, SSAS objects strenuously to the project’s proposal to remove the trees in the area where they
nested. The owls are proof that the trees
provide valuable habitat; moreover, removal
of the trees may destabilize the Hempstead
Lake dam. We are pleased to report that our
young owls remain in the area and are doing
well after a dramatic episode in which the
owlets fell out of their nest, were treated for
injuries by the Horvaths (this month’s guest
speakers), and returned to a nearby tree in a
nest-like box. You can visit WINORR on Facebook to see
photos and support the wonderful work that they do.
On Jones Beach, we are watching and waiting, as the
proposed structures are in a study stage and other alternatives are being considered. Ideally transmission stations should be located on already industrial sites, and
flood mitigation should use living shoreline measures and
not hardened structures.
Here are a few more developments that threaten our
open space:
Although not on public land, the Willow View Estates
subdivision project in Woodmere threatens to place 285

Jamaica Bay is at risk from the Williams Pipeline, which
would not only carry fracked gas under NY Harbor to the
Rockaways to increase our reliance on fossil fuels and
fuel our climate crisis, but could also contaminate coastal
communities, marine life, and priority shorebirds with
mercury and copper. Williams was initially denied a water
quality permit but allowed to reapply.
Finally, Jones Beach, where a bike path and Energy and
Nature Education Center are under construction at West
End 2, is being considered as a future site for transmission stations for offshore wind energy. Jones Beach is
also being studied for beach fill, berms, bulkheads, and
storm surge barriers in a possibly futile effort to mitigate
flooding from the sea level rise and intensifying storms of
our climate crisis.
The Hempstead Lake, Massapequa Preserve, and
Jones Beach projects provide examples of a trend, if not
a policy, at all levels of government to appropriate public
land for industrial purposes. This is alienation of parkland
and illegal, but government agencies find fewer obstacles
to using public rather than private land. A further travesty
in the case of the Navy Grumman plume is a ten-acre
recharge basin, basically a sand and gravel pit, to be located in a wooded area of Bethpage State Park and not at
the source of the contamination on the Navy Grumman
property. Even if an industrial facility is for environmental remediation, it does not compensate for the loss of
extremely limited natural areas on Long Island. However
worthy the ends, they do not justify the means if our open
space is sacrificed for expedience. The path of least political resistance now will lead to greater environmental
problems later.
So what did SSAS do on its summer vacation? On
Massapequa Creek, a committee comprised of Mike
Sperling, Jim Brown, Marilyn Hametz, and myself compiled extensive public comments on the potential harm
to the ecology of Massapequa Preserve in augmenting
the flow of the Creek, the changes in both water quantity and quality that pose risks to birds and habitat, and
the alienation of parkland by building a treatment facility.
We formed a coalition with Sierra Club, Water for Long
Island, Nassau Hiking and Outdoors Club, Open Space
Coalition, and Save the Great South Bay for further public
comments and future actions.
On the Williams Pipeline, SSAS joined the Long Island
committee of the Stop the Williams Pipeline Coalition,
which participated in generating 25,000 public comments
opposing the pipeline. The committee
also circulated an organizational sign-on
letter to demand that Governor Cuomo
ban the pipeline, which netted 48 signatories at the time of this report. In addition, SSAS and over a dozen other environmental groups cosponsored a rally in front of State
Senator Todd Kaminsky’s Rockville Centre office on August 14 to urge him to oppose the Williams Pipeline and,
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single residences on a golf course next to sensitive wetlands that support a significant number of birds. SSAS
submitted public comments detailing the dangers of
building on a floodplain to both people and wildlife. The
project is also opposed by neighboring communities, who
have filed several lawsuits against it.
Unfortunately, development not only ran wild but took
a victory lap with the approval of a Final Environmental
Impact Statement for the Belmont Park Redevelopment
Project, which includes a hockey arena for the Islanders,
a mall, and a hotel. SSAS and five local civic associations
opposed the Belmont Project because of its negative impact on air and water quality, water supply, greenhouse
gas emissions, traffic, emergency services, and community character. SSAS further commented on its negative
impact on migratory birds, since the development sits on
a major flyway near Alley Pond Park, another SSAS bird
walk site, and puts them at risk of bird-building collisions.
(A related note: The NYS Bird-Friendly Building Council
Act, which was featured in the May–Aug 2019 Skimmer,
passed the Senate and Assembly, but if signed into law,
will be too late to apply to Belmont.)
So there you have it. Summer proceeds into fall with a
general call for SSAS members to be prepared to take action to protect our open space from development, whether it proceeds by stealth or on a rampage.

BOOKS FOR BIRDERS
R. U. Abyrdar II with Sy Schiff

As SSAS’s 50th anniversary season begins, Sy has chosen a very important book, How to Know the Birds: The
Art & Adventure of Birding by Ted Floyd! I will not bore
you with trivia because Sy’s contribution is so wonderfully done!
This is a book that is all about birds with an approach
that is novel and different. Through a series of 200 short
vignettes, it covers almost everything that
the title suggests. Each of the items also
manages to include a bird species that
illustrates the point presented. Overall, pretty near everything relating to
birds gets covered, plus a smorgasbord of 200 species as well.
It’s hard to categorize this book, as it is like no other.
There is no central theme or unifying principle. It’s just a
whole lot of interesting and informative facts about birds
and birding. The author lives in the west and there is a
tendency to favor that part of the country.
Do you want to know something about birding? It’s sure
to be covered somewhere in the book; not just the birds.
There are pieces on Ornithological Society Meetings,
Bird Records Committees, Population Dynamics, How
Many Birds Are There?, Scientific Names, and Lumping
and Splitting. Each topic is covered in a single page and
includes a bird species to help illustrate it. As editor of a
major magazine in the field, the author knows how to get
the best out of the fewest words. So, you’re getting complex topics clearly described in a few short paragraphs.
After all is said, the book is about birds. Topics include
baby birds, migration, nighttime calls, molt, and checking weather and radar to know when to bird. There is a
discussion of isotope analysis of feathers. The book is all
over the place and interesting in its content. The audience is just about anyone interested in birds and birding.
A little of it may be beyond the scope for beginners; however, they can still learn. For “experts” there is a great
discussion on the ID of difficult birds even when accompanied by photos.
Appendices include a useful note on Taxonomy and
an annotated checklist of the bird species covered. Did
I learn anything by reading the book? Yes and no. Did I
enjoy reading the book? Absolutely, yes.
My contribution is simple: read this important book
and ENJOY!!!
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LIKE US! http://facebook.com/SSAudubon
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OUR E-LIST http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ssas_list
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SSAS THANKS ITS
ANNUAL DINNER RAFFLE DONORS
c Atlantic Nursery & Garden Shop, Freeport g
c Bill & Betty Belford g
c Richard & Betty Borowsky g
c Jim & Gail Brown g
c Bill Clifford g
c Joanne Del Prete g
c Michael Farina g
c Michael Ferguson g
c Marilyn Hametz g
c Guy Jacob g
c Rich Kopsco g
c Lucy & Joe Landesberg g
c Wendy Murbach g
c Panera Bread, Rockville Centre g
c Dolores Rogers g
c Frank & Alene Scoblete g
c Michael Sperling g
c Starbucks Coffee Company, Baldwin g
c Paul Stessel g
c Stew Leonard’s Wines & Spirits of Farmingdale g
c David Stolarz g
c Brien Weiner g
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SSAS Post Office Statement — South Shore
Skimmer is published monthly from September
through December and February through May
by South Shore Audubon Society, P.O. Box 31,
Freeport, NY 11520-0031.
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summer. Unlike so many things we deal with, this issue
had an ending and a happy ending indeed!
The Horvaths do a great job. For their work in animal
rescue and rehabilitation—preserving wildlife—they
were awarded in 2012 the first SSAS Elliott Kutner Conservation Award. More information on their rescue and
rehabilitation work can be found on their Facebook page.
For wildlife rescue they can be reached at 293-0587.

STORY WITH A HAPPY ENDING
Jim Brown

The news regarding climate change, and attempts
to combat it, has been mixed lately. Severe impacts of
rising temperatures have been recorded this summer
from Greenland to Brazil to Europe. On the other hand,
New York State passed a climate bill, though not strong
enough, but at least it is something.
Obviously, the fight against climate chaos has no ending yet. It’s an ongoing issue, the result — success or failure — remaining unknown. Many issues that South Shore
Audubon deals with are like that — in process. These
include protecting habitat in our Important Bird Areas
like Hempstead Lake and Jones Beach, protecting Long
Island shorebirds, safeguarding our aquifers, preserving
open space from overdevelopment, and controlling invasive plant and animal species.
On a personal level, as one of the chapter’s Conservation Co-Chairs, I routinely deal with issues in process, often with no end in sight — often contentious or combative
issues at that. That is why in this month’s Skimmer column
I’d like to highlight a conservation issue I faced
this summer with an ending — fortunately a
happy ending. Although I’ve sometimes
given Audubon members and friends
limited advice on how to deal with
young birds that might need help,
this summer I discovered an American Robin nestling, in apparent distress, on our own front
lawn. After assuring myself that it was in fact a nestling —
not able to survive on its own outside the nest — and not
a more independent fledgling, I put the bird back in the
nest. Prior to discovering the bird on the lawn, I was not
even aware that there was a nest in our front yard! Over
the course of about two days, I put the young bird back
in its nest — I used a stool to reach the nest in the tree
— five or six times. I actually lost count. Each time I put
the bird back, I was dive-bombed by the Robin parents. I
began to wonder if I was doing the right thing, but it was
indeed a helpless nestling and I just couldn’t bring myself
to leave it to die on the lawn.
At wits’ end, I asked for help. SSAS’ other Conservation
Co-Chair, Brien Weiner, suggested I call the Horvaths, directors of WINORR. It was indeed the best advice. After
contacting Cathy Horvath, Gail and I packed up the little
bird and drove the nestling to Massapequa. I was happy
to learn from Bobby, Cathy’s husband, that the bird was
indeed a Robin fledgling, could not survive on its own,
but should be fine with time. He believed the bird may
have been serially bullied out of the nest for some reason.
I learned from Cathy just a few days ago that the little bird
was successfully released.
Maybe not on a par with the planet-endangering issue
of climate change, the crisis faced by the Robin nestling
(and me!) was ultimately a welcome occurrence this
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PLUM ISLAND UPDATE
Editor’s note: SSAS was a founding member of the Preserve Plum Island Coalition (www.preserveplumisland.
org). The 840-acre island is about a mile from Orient
Point and includes the Animal Disease Center. In 2008,
Congress snuck in a provision that Plum Island be sold to
partially fund the relocation of the center to Kansas. The
following two stories are excerpted from the coalition’s
e-mailed summer newsletter:
Members from both shores of Long Island Sound, both
sides of the aisle, and both chambers have been working hard to repeal the mandated sale of this ecologically
significant island for years. There are currently multiple
pieces of legislation in the Senate and House, including
an amendment to the Homeland Security appropriations
bill that would repeal the statutory requirement to sell
Plum Island and encourage the Department of Homeland
Security to limit any future use of the island to research,
education, and conservation. Another piece of legislation
would halt marketing of the island.
The New York State Assembly and Senate unanimously
passed Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Protection Area
legislation establishing a protection area in NYS-owned
waters around Plum, Great Gull, and Little Gull Islands.
This new legislation recognizes the zone as important for
sea turtles, whales, porpoises, and seals (a harbor seal is
pictured), and it is designed to
not negatively impact fishing.
The bill directs the NYS Department of Environmental
Conservation to bring together the expertise of a broad
range of organizations and individuals, including marine
researchers, museums and academics, state agencies,
and local governments. This advisory committee will
consider how the archipelago and the waters surrounding it are interconnected, and then develop recommendations for protection measures.
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HIGH SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS
The recipients of our annual graduation ceremony scholarships, arranged by Joe Landesberg, were
Brandon Davidson from South Side H.S. in Rockville
Centre, Cindy Petrizzo from Baldwin H.S., and Fay Lloyda
Thomas from Freeport H.S. We congratulate all three and
wish them success.
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Whether you are a beginning birder or someone with a
large life list, you will enjoy our weekly Sunday bird walks.
Check out the special events that are mentioned in this
Skimmer. Attend them yourself, and bring your family and
friends too.
You are warmly invited to be an active participant in
this vibrant all-volunteer organization comprised of persons who, like you, care about the earth we live on, about
our local environment, and about the creatures that live
alongside us.
Our new members since the last Skimmer are:
Baldwin................... Arielle Davinger, Agnes Ferguson,
Jay Koolpix
Bellmore.................. Susan Kessler, Margaret Zambiasi
Cedarhurst............... Tammy Emilio, Karen Weinberg
East Meadow........... Robert Gaudino, Rhoda Schoenbaum
Elmont..................... Ann-Marie Straaik
Farmingdale............ William Greene
Floral Park............... Rosemary Conti
Garden City............. Linda Sorensen
Glen Oaks................ Jean Chiffriller, Jerry Machtinger
Hempstead............... Russell Ford, Alan Mantis, Willie
Rocker
Hewlett.................... Sam Unterricht
Island Park.............. Josephine Dismuke
Levittown................ Ricky Bertz, Ellen Haggerty, Harold
Koch, Joan M. Opitz
Long Beach............. Joan Marlow, Jessica Piazza, Kate
Scanio, Deborah Schneierson,
Sandra Sutain
Lynbrook................. Camillo Caparelli, Diane Gelfand,
Barbara Kaplan, Sandra Radtke,
Mary Ann Sconzo, Lorraine
Tiedemann
Malverne................. Denise Bradley
Massapequa............. Justin Jakubowski, Selma Rothstein,
Elizabeth Scalice
Massapequa Park.... Linda Bubbers, Elaine Ditzel, Edward
Roge
Merrick.................... Laura Bellew, Edward Bennett, Helen
Davidson
Oceanside................ Ralph Santiago
Plainview................. Cynthia Freundlich, Gerry Gross,
Patricia A. Lombardi, Girish Sanghvi
Rockville Centre..... Wendy Aron, Mary Walker
Seaford.................... Linda Cicalese
Stewart Manor......... Patricia Marinacci
Uniondale................ Gordon Bertrand
Valley Stream.......... Marie Bernard, Roseann Bunone,
Barbara Kaminski, Holly Minott,
Richard Orlich
Wantagh.................. Daniel M. Malaszczyk, Irwin Pantell
Woodmere............... Elaine Nelson, John Repp

Join us in the Tackapausha Garden
Marilyn Hametz

South Shore Audubon has improved and beautified the
gardens at the Tackapausha Museum in Seaford for birds,
butterflies, and people with our volunteers, the help of a National Audubon
Collaborative Grant, and Tackapausha
staff. We have added native plants, removed weeds and invasives, and have
signs and informational materials.
Our volunteer corps meets on the
first and third Tuesday mornings of
each month (weather permitting) to
help maintain and further improve the garden.
If you would like more information and/or to join our
garden volunteers, please contact Anne Mehlinger at
798-1412 or amehlinger36@gmail.com.
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u BIRD WALKS u
Joe Landesberg

All walks start at 9 a.m.; no walk if it rains. Call me
at 467-9498 in case of questionable conditions or for
other info. Check www.facebook.com/SSAudubon (you
don’t need to have a Facebook account) for cancellations,
changes, and lists from recent walks. Directions and lists
of what we’ve seen in recent years are at www.ssaudubon.org.
Aug. 25

Mill Pond Park (Wantagh/Bellmore, north
side of Merrick Rd.)
Sept. 1
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge
Sept. 8
Hempstead Lake State Park (Southern
State Parkway Exit 18 south, Field #3)
Sept. 15
Massapequa Preserve (LIRR N.E. lot)
Sept. 22
Jones Beach Coast Guard Station
Sat., Sept. 28 Marine Nature Study Area, Oceanside
Oct. 6
Point Lookout Town Park, S.E. corner (and
Lido Preserve afterwards)
Oct. 13
Hempstead Lake State Park (see above)
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c WELCOME NEW MEMBERS c
Wendy Murbach

One of the wonderful perks that you get from an Audubon membership is the chance to be a part of your local
Audubon chapter, South Shore Audubon Society.
You are automatically a valued member of this active and friendly chapter, so please come out to the next
meeting at the Freeport Memorial Library from 7:30–9:30
p.m., normally on the second Tuesday of the month, to
hear what you can do to help preserve your local environment’s health and viability, to hear about local issues that
you can help to solve, and to see an interesting program.
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NAT’L AUDUBON MEMBERSHIP STATUS (844) 428-3826
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new fossil fuel infrastructure projects. Allowing such projects to move forward would be counterproductive and
hypocritical. Like oil and water, fracked gas infrastructure
and comprehensive climate legislation don’t mix. Natural
gas is a nonrenewable fossil fuel, like oil and coal.
The most egregious project is the proposed 23-mile
long Williams Northeast Supply Enhancement (NESE)
Pipeline, which would decimate New York Harbor and
lock us into dependence on fossil fuels for decades
to come. We must continue to advocate for the end of
fracked gas infrastructure even as we urge our state to
invest fully in a clean energy future.
For more information and to sign a petition, visit www.
stopthewilliamspipeline.org.

Climate Leadership and Community
Protection Act Signed into Law IN JULY
Guy Jacob

Like a dream come true, New York State has just passed
clean energy legislation that sets ambitious targets for
moving our state off of fossil fuels. It’s one of the most
comprehensive pieces of legislation in the world, and will
serve as a model for every state in our union as well as
countries around the globe.
Highlights of the law include the following:
Ø 70% of our state’s electricity must come
from renewable energy by 2030, and 100%
of the state’s electricity supply must be emissions free by 2040.
Ø 9000 MW of offshore wind must be up
and running by 2035.
Ø 6000 MW of solar energy must be installed by 2025.
Ø Energy consumption will be reduced
by 185 trillion BTUs via a 23% increase in
energy efficiency.
Ø 3000 MW of energy storage capacity must be installed by 2030.
Ø There will be a 40% reduction in greenhouse gas
emissions in absolute terms from 1990 levels by 2030 and
an 85% reduction by 2050.
These ambitious goals were the result of more than
three years of organizing by the over 180 grassroots
organizations within the NY Renews coalition (www.
nyrenews.org). Presenting testimony at public hearings,
attending meetings with elected officials, sending e-mail,
attending rallies, participating in organizational meetings,
writing letters, publishing letters to the editor, and networking made the difference.
Some grassroots organizations were pushing for even
shorter timelines than the ones advocated for by NY
Renews. On the other hand, several large national environmental organizations with chapters in NY resisted NY
Renews’ call for specific time frames and targets, but in
the end we moved these large groups, and, most importantly, we moved the NYS Legislature and Governor Cuomo to act. We must now work diligently to ensure that the
law’s promises are kept, as it will be no easy task ahead.
Compromise hurts when you understand what is at
stake, but it was compromise that brought the Governor’s pen to this legislation. Even though the goals of the
CLCPA are more limited than we might have hoped for,
any honest assessment will conclude that reaching the
goals of the legislation will be one heavy lift. It will not
be easy to move New York’s economy off of fossil fuels.
We must, therefore, urge and support Governor Cuomo
every step of the way forward.
Passage of the CLCPA is a milestone that presents hope
for New York’s clean energy future. The legislation’s main
shortcoming, however, is that it failed to include a ban on
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THE AUDUBON MURAL PROJECT
The Audubon Mural Project is a collaboration between
the National Audubon Society and Gitler &___ Gallery
(yes, the underline is in their name) to create murals of
climate-threatened birds throughout John James Audubon’s old Harlem-based neighborhood. The project is
inspired by the legacy of the great American bird artist and pioneering ornithologist, and is energized by
Audubon’s groundbreaking Birds and Climate Change
Report (http://climate.audubon.org/sites/default/files/
Audubon-Birds-Climate-Report-v1.2.pdf, issued in 2014),
which revealed that at least half of all North American
birds are threatened by a warming climate. The project
commissions artists to paint murals of each of the report’s 314 species, of which 117 have been done so far.
A link to a printable March 2019 map showing 76 mural
locations can be found at www.audubon.org/amp, where
you can also find photos of 83 murals. The same page
has a link for information about New York City Audubon’s
monthly 10 a.m. tours, led by a professional guide who
you can also hire separately, that visit 30 mural installations on a Sunday morning, along with John James Audubon’s final resting place. Once you’re in Manhattan, you
can also visit the New-York Historical Society’s Birds of
America gallery, which features the mural project along
with John James Audubon’s original watercolors.
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Phone: (516) 931-1445
Fax: (516) 931-1467
E-Mail: lenny@konskerandcompany.com

LEONARD G. KONSKER
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

Konsker and Company, LTD
990 Westbury Rd., Suite 103
Westbury, New York 11590
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Final disclosure: I am not my grandson. I didn’t review
just the cover; I read the whole book. It is fascinating and
takes us on a journey into the past and into the world
where you saw a bird and could assign it a name. Fun
reading!
Visit Frank’s web site at www.frankscoblete.com. His books
are available from smile.amazon.com, barnesandnoble.com,
as e-books, and in bookstores.

THE BOOKCASE
Mrs. Moreau’s Warbler: How Birds Got Their
Names
Frank Scoblete

My 13-year-old grandson has a book review due in two
weeks based on a book he read this summer – or, rather,
was supposed to read. I asked him how the book was
coming along. He told me that he didn’t actually read it;
he’d write the review based on the cover.
Based on the cover? “Yeah, Grandpa Scobe, I’ve been
getting A’s writing about the covers for all my book reviews.” Such are kids; such is American public education;
such is genius – my grandson!
Why read the book? Just pen some stuff based on
what you read on the cover — I never thought of such a
thing. Here I am — for decades — writing book reviews
on books I’ve read thoroughly. I’m writing
between 500 and 1,000 words about entire
books, trying to figure out what to say to
capture in such short word length what often these books are about. How silly of me.
I am now letting a little child lead me in my review of
Mrs. Moreau’s Warbler: How Birds Got Their Names by Stephen Moss.
The cover asks us, “What’s in a name?” Basically
everything. Birds have some of the most lyrical, most
ridiculous, most awe-inspiring names. Take the “wheatear” which has nothing to do with ears of wheat in any
of wheat’s incarnations. The name means — if you are
easily offended then skip to the next paragraph — whitearse (white-ass). Yep! Such a distinctive name in our age
of racial consciousness.
How’s this? The Dartford warbler, once named, was
never seen in Dartford again. So what’s in that name? Evidently not loyalty.
On bird walks with the South Shore Audubon Society
I’ve asked some of our astute bird observers how did
this and such a bird get its name? Sometimes they know;
sometimes they don’t. What’s in a name, many people
will ask; well, I think a lot. Sometimes everything. You
are, perhaps, what we call you.
Birds have been named after positive things (Sunbird)
or negative things (go-away-birds). Some have very long
names (Rwenzori Double-collared Sunbird); some have
very short names (Ou).
States in the United States have birds named after them
(Mississippi Kite and Hawaii Akepa), while some are
named after man-made objects (Ovenbird and riflebirds).
Natural elements, metals, gems, and precious stones
have their share of birds named after them, as do mythological figures such as Lucifer. Indeed, birds have even
been named after other animals and insects (frogmouths
and antbirds). Royalty has its share of bird names too
(Emperor Penguin). For all I know, you have a bird named
after you.

FREE GUIDED NATIVE GARDEN WALKS
On Wednesdays through September 4, from 10 a.m. to
11 a.m., the Theodore Roosevelt Sanctuary & Audubon
Center (134 Cove Road, Oyster Bay, NY 11771) is offering
free guided walk-through tours of their new native demonstration gardens. You can learn about the history of the
sanctuary, the native plant species used in the gardens,
the birds and wildlife that they attract, Audubon’s Plants
for Birds program (www.audubon.org/plantsforbirds),
and how to source and use native plants in your own gardens. For more information, call 922-3200 or send e-mail
to trsac@audubon.org.
GGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGG

33RD ANNUAL NEW YORK STATE
BEACH CLEANUP
The Northeast Chapter of the American Littoral Society
is the sponsor of the annual NYS Beach Cleanup, whose
purposes are to clean the shores and document what litters them, to compile data to devise strategies to combat
pollution, to increase public participation in solving the
problem of pollution, and to increase public awareness
and appreciation of the coastal environment.
See www.nysbeachcleanup.org for a list of cleanups
scheduled for various dates (mostly Saturday, September
21) at Lido Beach, Long Beach, Jones Beach, Hempstead
Lake State Park, and throughout New York.
GGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGG

SECOND THURSDAY IN OCTOBER
Please note: Due to Yom Kippur, our October
monthly meeting is scheduled for two days
later than usual, on Thursday, October 10.
GFGFGFGFGFGFGFGFGFGFGFGFGFGFGFGFGFGFGFGFGFGFGFGFGF

VOLUNTEERS FOR WILDLIFE (516) 674-0982
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BECOME A MEMBER OF SSAS
Think Globally, but Join Locally!

Michael Sperling, President & Skimmer Editor.............. 221-3921

Option 1. You can join SSAS for a year by sending $20
payable to South Shore Audubon Society using the form
below. Our address is P.O. Box 31, Freeport, NY 115200031.
Option 2. To join NAS and your all-volunteer local chapter, you can help SSAS by joining Audubon through us
for the same price that it costs if you join through NAS
(we get $0 from these dues unless you join through us).
Mail the form below and your check payable to National
Audubon Society to SSAS at the address above. The special rate for the first year is $20 per household.
Renewing? Please send NAS renewals directly to NAS.
"uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu

Brien Weiner, VP & Conservation Co-Chair................... 220-7121
Joe Landesberg, Treasurer & Field Trips........................ 536-4808
Alene Scoblete, Recording Secretary.............................. 596-3239
Guy Jacob, Director (6/22).............................................. 312-3348
Richard Kopsco, Dir. (6/22) & Brookside Preserve....... 825-6792
Bill Clifford, Director (6/21)..................................... 631-991-7989
Frank Scoblete, Director (6/21)....................................... 596-3239
Betty Belford, Director (6/20).......................................... 385-1759
Paul Stessel, Director (6/20)............................................. 208-6374

q

Betty Borowsky, Education............................................... 764-3596

r Donations to SSAS are always welcome! $_______
Yes, I’d like to join: r SSAS only r National Audubon too

Gail Brown, Hospitality..................................................... 608-1446

NAME: _____________________________________

Jim Brown, Conservation Co-Chairperson.................... 608-1446

ADDRESS: __________________________________

Joanne Del Prete, Trip Leader.......................................... 433-0739

_____________________________________ (Zip+4)

Betsy Gulotta, College Scholarships................................ 546-8841

PHONE NO.: _________________________________

Marilyn Hametz, Publicity................................................. 799-7189

E-MAIL: ____________________________________

Wendy Murbach, Membership......................................... 546-6303

Chapter Code R15 (South Shore Audubon Society)

Dolores Rogers, Welcoming.............................................. 426-9012

"uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu

Bill Belford, Audubon Climate Watch Coordinator....... 385-1759

