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NEXT MEETING
John Gaglione

DATE: Tuesday, February 11,2014
TIME: 7:30 pm.
PLACE: Freeport Memorial Library

144 W. Merrick Rd. [at S. Ocean Avel]
SPEAKERS: Tom Stephenson & Scolt Whittle
TOPIC: The Warbler Guide

At SSAS’s next monthly meeting, our guest speakers
will be the authors of The Warbler Guide, which was pub-
lished by Princeton University Press last summer.

Tom Stephenson has been birding “since he was akid.”
His articles and photographs have appeared in many
places, including Birding and Bird Watcher’s Digest, the 17-
volume Handbook of the Birds of the World, the in-progress
8-volume Handbook of the Mammals of the World, and at
surfbirds.com. He has lectured and guided groups across
the U.S. and Asia. A musician and former Director of
Technology at Roland Corporation, Tom has worked with
several Grammy and Academy Award winners.

Scott Whittle lives in Cape May, NJ; has 20 years of
experience as a professional photographer and educator;
and is a MacDowell Colony fellow as a visual artist. In
2008 Scottbecame the Big Yearrecord holder in New York
State while locating 350 bird species, a record that lasted
for three years.

Tom and Scott’s book covers all 56 warbler species in
the U.S. and Canada. Itincludes over 1,000 photos, visual
quick finders, detailed descriptions, song and call finders,
sonograms of the songs, field exercises, identification
strategies, quizzes, and lots more. See
www.thewarblerguide.com for more info and join us!

Pre-Meeting Book Discussion. Arrive ahalf-hourearly
to participate in a discussion led by R. U. Abyrdar II (aka
Paul Stessel) of the book that he reviewed in the previous
Skimmer. Thismonth’s bookis A Supremely Bad Idea: Three
Mad Birders and Their Quest to See it Allby Luke Dempsey.

Parking Lots. In addition to the parking lot adjacent to
the library, there’s a lightly used, well-lit, and fairly close
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municipallot on the eastside of S. Ocean Ave., on the near
(south) side of the gas station that borders Sunrise High-
way.
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IN ORDER TO MINIMIZE WASTE, PLEASE %

BRING COFFEE MUGS TO OUR MEETINGS.
SHADE-GROWN COFFEE PROTECTS IRMNF@RESTS%
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SSAS Mission Statement — The mission of
South Shore Audubon Society is to promote envi-
ronmental education; conduct research pertaining
to local bird populations, wildlife, and éﬁimt; and

d{estore our environment, through

responsible activism, for the benefit of both people
and wi(c{ﬁfe.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Climate Change, Eagles, and Owls - Welcome fo
Winter!

Jim Brown

My last column dealt with a very busy fall season, and
the current one deals with the beginning of what appears
willbe an active winter season for the South Shore Audubon
Society. The new year has begun with rapid and oscillating
weather changes, from warm and balmy days to ex-
tremely frigid ones. Today, as [ begin writing this message,
the weather forecasters say we will finally be leaving the
cursed “Arctic vortex,” a weather phenomenon that has
broughtus temperatures notseen hereinmany years. The
recent cold weather has, of course, brought out the whole
predictable (pun intended) panoply of climate-change
deniers, who refuse to admit that rapid and extreme
changes in weather — climate chaos — are caused by
global warming. 2013 was an extremely warm year and
2014, despite the Arctic vortex of thelast few days, may be
as hot as the last.



In our fight against climate change, members of South
Shore Audubon attended arally in Albany on January 8 to
urge Governor Cuomo to Ban Fracking Now! Three mem-
bers of our chapter, Bill Youngfert, Jerry Rivers, and I,
accompanied a group of “fractivists” on a bus trip to
Albany organized by our anti-fracking coalition partner,
Food and Water Watch. Over 2,000 protesters, repre-
senting numerous communities and environmental orga-
nizations from all over New York State, converged on the
Capitol to demand that Governor Cuomo ban hydraulic
fracturing in our state. That particular day and site was
chosen because it was the day and place our Governor
delivered his annual State of the State address.

Hydraulic fracturing, or “fracking” as it is popularly
called, is an extreme method employed by gas companies
to break up shale rock and extract natural gas. Toxic
chemicals, sand, and huge amounts of water are forced
under pressure into the earth, cracking the layers of shale,
torelease the gas. Fracking is environmentally damaging,
wasting water, polluting water supplies and the air. The
process negatively affects the health of people and wild-
life, and has caused earthquakes. The pipelines necessi-
tated by the fracking process require the removal of trees
and the fragmentation of forests, harming important bird
habitat. Perhaps most importantly, more gas extraction,
with fracking also releasing methane into the atmosphere,
only contributes to more global warming. Global warm-
ing, in turn, creates climate change, aka climate chaos. To
date, hydrofracking has not occurred in New York State.
So far, the South Shore Audubon Society and the many
other actively concerned groups and individuals fighting
fracking have been successful. We hope that the Governor
continuesto hear ourmessage of “Not one well!” Continue
calling Governor Cuomo (866-961-3208), especially on
Mondays, to urge him to do the right thing and ban
fracking in New York.

Raptor watchers have been very active this winter as
well. Three Bald Eagles sighted and surveyed by SSAS
have excited many people on Long Island. Our chapter’s
Research Committee, headed by Joe Grupp, has long
surveyed, on aregular basis, the birds at Hempstead Lake
State Park. The story of the eagles was covered by Newsday
on page one (“Eagles Have Landed on LI”) and by several
TV and radio outlets. Kudos and thanks to Joe, Steve
Schellenger, John Gaglione, Sy Schiff, and the entire
Research group! The group not only reported the excite-
ment of the eagles themselves, but spoke to the public’s
need to respect the birds, to the necessity of observing
proper bird-watching behavior and etiquette so that the
eagles might stay with us the entire winter. Newsday
reported that on the Thursday it accompanied SSAS onits
survey of Hempstead Lake State Park, we documented 255
birds from 32 species, including one of the eagles. The
work of the Research Committee is indeed phenomenal,
not only at Hempstead Lake, but at the numerous other

locations it consistently surveys on the South Shore.
[Editor’s note: A two-minute video with interviews of Joe,
Steve, John, and others is/was online at http://
fios1news.com/longisland/node/50930; you don’t need
to be a subscriber to view it.]

Eagles on Long Island have been competing for atten-
tion this winter with the many majestic Snowy Owls that
have appeared along our shore. The irruption of these
Arctic raptor visitors has been uncanny and unusual this
year. Many birders, including those who havejoined some
of our b1rd walks, have been fortunate to see these beau-

; tiful birds this season. A Snowy Owl was even
spotted on the sand at Long Beach! When
word got out that the authorities at JFK
Airport had shot and killed several
Snowy Owls, the outcry from
& * Audubon members and other
concerned citizens was strong and immediate; the airport
stopped the killing and declared it would institute a pro-
gram used by other airports to humanely capture and
release the precious northern visitors.

Winter is in full swing, and I urge everyone to enjoy the
season and all that SSAS has to offer during this time —
whether it be our bird walks, bird surveys, membership
meetings and programs, or environmental activism —
Join us!

&
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FUR THE BIRDS! VDLLINTEERS NEEDED

Editor’s note: The paragraphs below were forwarded to
me by Marilyn Hametz, who wrote: “For The Birdslisa TR
Sanctuary program in the Hempstead, Roosevelt, and
Westbury schools. Volunteers assisting in this program
add toits success. I have received alot of satisfaction and
enjoyed volunteering in the program.” See http://
ny.audubon.org/birds-li for information about this long-
running program for children in elementary schools, which
in recent years has used a grant to extend its outreach to
school districts with many needy students.

The FTB! staff will be holding a volunteer/staff training
on Saturday, February 8 from 10 A.m. to 12 p.m. Asmany
of you know, our program has been focusing more and
more on priority species such as Piping Plover and Ameri-
can Oystercatcher (pictured). This
training will focus on some of the many
changes we have made to the program
to accommodate those species and
Audubon’s new Strategic Plan. Re-
freshments will be served. If you are - =axgumdvnmdd.
able to attend, please let me know as soon as you can.
Also, if you know anyone that might be interested in
joining our volunteer team, please forward this to them.

Contact: Richard Santangelo, For the Birds! Education
Coordinator; Theodore Roosevelt Sanctuary and Audubon
Center; 134 Cove Road, Oyster Bay, NY 11771; 516-922-
3200 ext. 22.




AX WELCOME NEW MEMBERS A%
Wendy Murbach

Our new members since the last Skimmer are:
Baldwin .......cc.c....... Mary Ann Kloberg, Philomena Visconti

Bellmore....... ... Joseph Langone, Y. Cassese

Bethpage ..... ... Doris Emmett

East Meadow ........ Joanne Barker, Gregory Decampi, Alan Densen
Elmont ... Reinhard Schimek

Farmingdale .......... R. Berger, Sarah Guadagnino

Floral Park .............. Margaret Devine, Richard Ulrich

Freeport ...... ... Elaine Feldman

Garden City ... Janet Blohm, Edith Gerber, Jacqueline

...................................... Reinhard, Jacqueline B. Sandler

Glen Oaks ...ocvvevne. Virginia Kenmore

Hicksville ............... Joseph Aversano, Pamela Campangna, Ted
Grant, Patricia Nagle

Island Park Barbara G. Seelig

Levittown............... Gate Lane Corp., Shelly Maines, Diana
Peragallo, Marcella Sullivan, Genna Tudda

Lido Beach.............. Nancy Burton, Vincent McGowan

Long Beach ... George Bickford, James Dolan, Mary A. Meyer,
Irma Rosenson
Lynbrook............... Steven Greendlinger

Malverne ..... ... Paul Chen

Massapequa Stuart D. Edwards, Florence Johnston
Massapequa Park .. Socrates Georgantas, Susan Gibbons
MerricK ..cccooveven. Judith Bilello, Carol Foster, Mildred Young
Oceanside............... Martha Grimley, Leslie A. Steinman
Plainview ................ Jonathan Leffel, Julie Nelsen

Rockville Centre.... Karen Bogner, Zach Colodner, Thomas Fahey,
Jeanne T. McGuirk, Joan Mines

Roosevelt ............... Cheryl A. Alfred

Seaford ....... ... Francis J. Murphy, Carl & Tina Surface

Valley Stream ......... Jude Giaramita, Christine Hilbert, John M.
Mandi, Virginia Mullen, M. E. O’Neil,
Rosemary Williams

Wantagh ............... Deborah Heyman, Peter & Eva Mihalik

West Hempstead ... E. Torre, Nanette Turner
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Phone: (516)931-1445

Fax: (516)931-1467
E-Mail: Igklcpa@aol.com

LEONARD G. KONSKER

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

Konsker and Company, LTD
550 W. Old Country Rd., Suite 101
Hicksville, New York 11801
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SSAS Post Office Statement— South Shore

Skimmer is pu ished montﬁfy from Se}atemﬁer

o through December and fFeEruar_y tﬁrougﬁ

§i= May ySoutﬁ Shore Audubon Society, P.O.
Box 31, Freeport, NY 11520-0031.
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COUNTRY POINTE AT PLAINVIEW HEARING
Michael Sperling

The March 2012 issue of the Skimmer reported on the
determination that a Draft Environmental Impact State-
ment (DEIS) was required for the proposed 143-acre
Country Pointe at Plainview development, which would
be built on the same largely undeveloped property (con-
taining 95 acres offorest) that Charles Wang wanted to turn
into the Old Plainview developmentin 2007. The Country
Pointe proposal is from the Beechwood Organization,
which would purchase the property from Wang. Strong
opposition led to the postponement last April of the
hearing regarding the DEIS, but the following recently
appeared in the NYS Department of Environmental
Conservation’s weekly Environmental Notice Bulletin:

“Notice of Acceptance of Draft EIS and Rescheduled Public
Hearing. The Town Board of the Town of Oyster Bay, as
lead agency, has accepted a Draft Environmental Impact
Statement on the proposed Country Pointe at Plainview. A
public hearing on the Draft EIS has been rescheduled and

will be held on Tuesday, February 4,
2014 at7:00p.M. atthe Howard B. Mattlin
- @ Middle School, 100 Washington Av-
enue, Plainview, NY. Written comments
on the Draft EIS will be accepted until
February 28, 2014. The Draft EIS is
available from the Town of Oyster Bay, Office of the Town
Clerk, Oyster Bay Town Hall, 54 Audrey Avenue, Oyster
Bay, NY; the Plainview Public Library, 999 Old Country
Road, Plainview, NY; and online at: http://www.vhb.com/
countrypointeatplainviewdeis.

“The action involves the rezoning and redevelopment
of a 143-acre property with 890 units of multifamily
housing and 114,330 square feet of commercial space.
Thessite currently is zoned Office Building (OB) and R1 1A
One-Family Residence, and contains quasi-municipal, not-
for-profit, and recreational uses. The applicant has peti-
tioned for rezoning to RMF 16 Multi-Family Residence,
RSC 25 Multi-Family Senior Residence, and General Busi-
ness (GB). Relief from a number of dimensional require-
ments of the proposed multifamily zoning districts is
requested. Approximately 44 acres of the site would be
dedicated to the Town of Oyster Bay for park and recre-
ation use. The proposed development plan also requires
modification of restrictive covenants established when
the zoning of a portion of the property was changed to OB
in 1997. The project is located at the southwest corner of
the intersection of Old Country Road and Round Swamp
Road in Plainview.

“Contact: John Ellsworth, Town of Oyster Bay, 150 Miller
Place, Syosset, NY 11791, Phone: (516) 677-5824, E-mail:
jellsworth@oysterbayny.gov.”
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NATURE TALES FROM A WANDERER
Grackle on the Feeder - Grackle in the Snow
Joe Grupp

Alook out of the window shortly after daybreak proved
the weatherman to be correct in his forecast. A fine
windblown snow that started late the previous afternoon
was piled up over the ground to a depth of about ten
inches, much deeper in spots where it drifted. The well-
below-freezing temperature left the snow soft and fluffy,
so fluffy that I kicked it up into the air a few inches with
every step I took as I walked out to fill the feeder.

Back in the house with a cup of coffee in hand, I stood
by the window in anticipation of the activity that the now-
full feeder would attract. It did not take long before the
yard was full of birds coming and going to feast on the
seeds the feeder contained. The feeder is a hopper type
with a perch regulated by a spring so that the weight of
larger birds like Rock Pigeons pulls it down, which causes
a cover to close over the portals the birds feed from,
preventing them from obtaining seed.

As 1 watched, a Common Grackle flew into a nearby
dogwood tree, perched foramoment, and then flew to the

-y~ feeder. At first its weight on the feeder

{{ perch closed the feeder portals but then the

bird turned so that one foot was on the solid

area of the feeder along the portals and the other on the

perch. That relieved some of the bird’s weight from the

perch, keeping the portals open. To do so, it positioned

itselfin a manner thatits body covered all but the last two
portals and the one it was feeding from.

From that position, it prevented the smaller birds from
coming in and feeding. The House Sparrows were the
mostdaringin attempting to feed. They were able to perch
atthe very end of the feeder, waiting for the chance to steal
aseedfromthe openportal nearestthem. The grackle was
possessive of all the seeds and each time a House Sparrow
made an attempt to lift a seed, the grackle would take a
swipe at it with its bill. From my perspective, the grackle
looked fierce with its sleek shiny black head, menacing-
looking slightly curved bill, and bright yellow eye. The
House Sparrows were able to steal only a very few seeds.

The grackle ruled its side of the feeder for a period of
time, then dropped to the snow, where to my surprise the
snow was so light and fluffy that it sank into it up to the
bottom ofits wings. It thenliterally plowed its way through
the snow to ahedge 15 or 20 feet from where itlanded and
hopped up into its branches. In doing so, its breast acted
as a snow plow, pushing a pile of snow before it and
leaving a shallow furrow behind. At no time did the bird
appear to be in any distress; it was just that the fluffy snow
could not support it in the usual manner.

Looking around the yard after watching the grackle, |
realized that other birds were also sinking partway into the
snow as they attempted to find food on the ground. Dark-
eyed Juncos sank into the snow so that their white under-

parts were no longer visible. Unlike the grackle, they
hopped from spot to spot with a little help from a very
slight flip of their wings. House Sparrows moved with a
wing activity that almost appeared as if they were swim-
ming across the snow.

After a time, the snow compacted enough, either from
the action of the birds orjust the natural weight of the snow
orothernatural conditions, so thatit supported the weight
of even the Mourning Doves, Rock Pigeons, and Common
Grackles. [t was then that I realized my leisurely observa-
tions were coming to an end; there was snow to be
shoveled. At least it was light and fluffy!

& N

| 7TH ANNUAL GREAT BACKYARD BIRD COUNT

The Great Backyard Bird Countisled by the Cornell Lab
of Ornithology and National Audubon Society, with Cana-
dian partner Bird Studies Canada. The 2014 GBBC will
take place Friday, February 14, through Monday,
February 17. The GBBC engages bird watchers of all
ages in counting birds to create a real-time snapshot of
where the birds are. Everyone is welcome — from begin-
ning bird-watchers to experts. It takes as little as 15
minutes on one day, or you can count for as long as you
like each day of the event. It’s free, fun, and easy — and it
helps the birds.

Participants tally the number of indi-
vidual birds of each species they see
during their count period. They enter |
these numbers on the GBBC Web site
[www.birdsource.org/gbbc, which also 1 AN
has the previous years’ results]. As the count progresses,
anyone with Internet access can explore what is being
reported.

Why count birds? Scientists and bird enthusiasts can
learn a lot by knowing where the birds are. Scientists use
the GBBC information, along with observations from
other citizen-science projects, such as the Christmas Bird
Count, Project FeederWatch, and eBird, to get the “big
picture” about what is happening to bird populations. The
longer these data are collected, the more meaningful they
become in helping scientists investigate far-reaching
questions like these:

» How will the weather influence bird populations?

* Where are winter finches and other “irruptive” species
that appear in large numbers during some years but not
others?

» How will the timing of birds’ migrations compare with
past years?

» How are bird diseases, such as West Nile virus, af-
fecting birds in different regions?

» Whatkinds of differences in bird diversity are apparent
in cities versus suburban, rural, and natural areas?

Submit Your GBBC Lists to Joe, Too! See page 7.
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LIKE US! http://facebook.com/SSAudubon
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</ BIRD WALKS &

Steve Schellenger

All walks start at 9:30 a.m.; no walk if it rains or snows or
temperature is below 25°F. Any questions? Call Steve at
987-8103. Directions and lists of what we’ve seen may be
found at ssaudubon.org.

Jan. 26 Point Lookout Town Park, S.E. corner

Feb. 2 Massapequa Lake*

Feb. 9 Pelham Bay Park**

Feb. 16 Jones Beach West End #2, N.E. corner

Feb. 23 Hempstead Lake State Park (Southern
State Parkway Exit 18 south, Field #3)

Mar. 2 Mill Pond Park (Wantagh/Bellmore, north
side of Merrick Rd.)

Mar. 9 Point Lookout Town Park, S.E. corner

*For Massapequa Lake (the southern end of Massapequa
Preserve), use street parking on westbound side of Merrick
Road, west of Lake Shore Blvd.

**For Pelhnam Bay Park (where we hope to see owls
again): Wear hiking shoes — it’s a hilly forest walk to the
bay. Take Throgs Neck Bridge to [-695 north to I-95 north.
Take I-95 to exit #9, Hutchinson River Parkway north. Take
first exit #5, Orchard Beach Rd., go past traffic circle, and
continue on Orchard Beach Rd. to end. Turn left on Park
Dr. to enter park. Go past another traffic circle and enter
parking lot thru toll gates (free); meet at far left corner of
parkinglot (northeast corner). See http://mappery.com/
Pelham-Bay-Park-NYC-Map for reference.

BIRD-FEEDING ORDINANCE BEING DRAFTED BY
THE TOWN OF HEMPSTEAD

Michael Sperling

Last November, TV and newspaper coverage appeared
regarding a petition submitted to the Town of Hempstead
by Seaford residents objecting to a local marina owner’s
feeding of flocks of geese, ducks, and other birds at the
marina. Those residents are protesting that unsanitary
conditions are being created by the “nuisance birds.” The
owner stated thathe has been providing about five gallons
of cornmeal daily for 20 years, prior to the construction of
the nearby development, and assisting a local wildlife
rehabilitator. The Townresponded by saying that it would
consider enacting aregulation as soon as January. Nassau
County and the Town of Oyster Bay currently have prohi-
bitions regarding waterfowl feeding on public property;
SSASisnotaware of any precedentregarding bird feeding
on private property in our area and is awaiting the draft
legislation.

[ e-mailed my Town Councilman, Gary Hudes, in De-
cember and received the following as part of his reply to
a message that didn’t mention why I was interested: “As
soon as our legislation is completed, the date of the
hearing will be publicized as required... I have been
contacted by various residents that have various issues

with bulk ground feeding that negatively impact upon
their quality of life. This specific issue is what I am
interested in addressing.” I anticipate that info will be
posted at www.toh.li/meetings-and-hearings; we will get
the word out online and, schedule permitting, via the
Skimmer.

26TH ANNUAL WATERFOWL SURVEY

The remaining dates for our 2013-2014 Waterfowl
Survey are as follows, rain or shine: Saturdays,
February 1, February 22, and March 22. Volunteers are
welcometo participate in the surveys. If you are interested
in spending a full or half day visiting up to 28 locations
from Valley Stream to Massapequa Park, call Joe Grupp at
481-4208.
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SWS Garage Door Service Co.

43 Mackey Ave.
Port Washington, NY 11050

(516) 627-0600

Fax (516) 627-8504
SWSGARAGEDOORS@GMAIL.COM

Steven W. Schellenger Licensed and Insured
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RARE BIRD ALERT (212) 979-3070
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Explore the coast
with the

AMERICAN
LITTORAL SOCIETY

NYC AUDUBON EARLY SPRING BIRD WALK AT JAMAICA
BAY WILDLIFE REFUGE (Sat., March 29, 10 a.m. to 1 P.M.).
Meet at refuge center and join naturalist Don Riepe for hike
around ponds and gardens to look for egrets, ibis, osprey,
oystercatchers, and many other early migrants. Contact Don
to reserve.

NYC AUDUBON SPRING MIGRATION BIRD WALK AT
JAMAICA BAY REFUGE (Sat., April 26, 10a.m. to 1 p.M.). Meet
at refuge center and join Don for hike around ponds and
gardens to look for spring migrants. Contact Don to reserve.

NYC AUDUBON HORSESHOE CRABS AND SHOREBIRDS
AT JAMAICA BAY REFUGE (Sat., May 17 and May 31,
10 a.m. to 1 P.M.). Meet at refuge center and carpool to Broad
Channel beach site to see the annual mating ritual of the
horseshoe crab and shorebirds feeding on their eggs. Contact
Don to reserve either date.

JAMAICA BAY SUNSET CRUISE (Sat., May 17, 4 p.m. to
7 r.m.). Join naturalists Don Riepe and Mickey Cohen on a
special 3-hour cruise into backwater marshes of the bay. See
nesting peregrine falcon & many other bird species. Cost:
$55 incl. narrated tour, wine & cheese, drinks, fruit, snacks.

For information and free field trip brochure,
call/write Don Riepe, (718) 474-0896, donriepe@gmail.com,
28 West 9th Road, Broad Channel, NY 11693;
www. littoralsociety.org.




BOOKS FOR BIRDERS
R. U. Abyrdar I

Happy New Year! Did you complete the birding book
review survey that we handed out? Please do! We've been
enjoying the holidays for the last month and I hope all had
wonderful ones.

Forthe newyear, [ thought I'd start with a very thought-
ful book about the dangers that loss of habitat is causing
our songbirds as they migrate south for the winter. The
title is self-explanatory: Silence of the Songbirdsby Bridget
Stutchbury Thls book will raise eyebrows among bird

' lovers everywhere. Not since Rachel
Carson’s Silent Springhave we read such
aforceful call to action! The authorpaints
[ a complex picture of the current condi-
[ tion of songbirds and their disappearing
" habitats, in both wintering and breeding
locales. Some very bad newsis contained
within these pages. Songbird populations are decreasing
at an alarming rate due to both industrialization and
development. Surprised? Tropical winter homes and
habitats are shrinking, and farmers routinely apply way
too many pesticides in their fields, with alarmingly bad
consequences: think DDT, etc.!

Ms. Stutchbury cites many factors, some not of the
chemical variety, in this array of dangers. For instance, on
North American breeding grounds, invasive cowbirds use
other songbirds’ nests to parasitically lay their own eggs,
and house cats kill millions (yes, millions!) of birds every
year (keep kitty indoors, please!). In addition, in their
migratory travels songbirds meet many treacherous con-
ditions: 21st century perils like city lights that confuse
birds’ ability to navigate using stars, perilous radio and cell
phone towers, and even wind turbines. Our songbirds
control plant-destroyinginsects, and help in plant pollina-
tion and seed distribution. As songbirds diminish in num-
bers, fragile environments will be deeply injured, “shaken
to their core!,” the author admonishes.

The good news? Yes, there is hope! We can do our part
to help birds survive: by buying shade-grown coffee,
turning city lights out at night, as well as many other ways
(read this book!).

The author’s affection for the songbirds she writes
about is contagious. She so aptly writes: “We will unravel
the mystery of the disappearing songbirds by taking a
journey with them!” This begins her exploration of the
causes for the decline of migratory birds in the tropics.
Central America is the wintering habitat for these birds.
Her book is cleverly written around the return journey of
migrating songbirds from Central America. She attempts
tosound the alarm in a very forceful manner. In doing this,
she also is persuasively hopeful, which is a good thing!
Few ornithologists know these migratory birds as well as
the author does. This is an important and enlightening
book; read it! Songbirds are a vital part of our natural

environment. In the end, we protect our children and
ourselves by taking steps to save these precious song-
birds. We can do it. Enjoy!

OCEANSIDE MARINE NATURE STUDY AREA NEEDS
YOUR HELP!

Jim Brown

The Marine Nature Study Area was severely damaged
by Hurricane Irene and then by Superstorm Sandy. Dam-
aged were the facility’s display boards, greenhead fly
boxes, east end boardwalk, and the building facility hous-
ing the museum, classroom, and aquarium. We have been
informed by the Town of Hempstead that the fly boxes
have been replaced and that workers hope to repair the
display boards by May. It is also planned that the board-
walk repair will be finished by the spring. The Town is
thanked for responding to these particular problems —
thisisreal progressinrestoring the MNSA! Unfortunately,
however, there is no estimated time for the construction of
a new educational building.

Students who come to the Marine Nature Study Area to
learn about birds, wildlife, and salt marsh and marine
ecology —youngpeople who will be tomorrow’s environ-
mental stewards — need to have this important facility
completely restored. The classroom, museum, and
aquarium are extremely important to the goals of the
MNSA, a 52-acre preserve that the Town of Hempstead
fortunately saved from development to create this impor-
tant center for environmental study. SSAS urges our
members and friends to contact Mike Deery, Director of
Communications for the Town, and urge him to have the
Marine Nature Study Area fully restored as soon as pos-
sible. Funds must be provided! Mr. Deery can be reached
by phone at 812-3310; e-mail at mdeery@tohmail.org; or
by writing to Mike Deery, Director of Communications,
Office of the Supervisor, One Washington Street,
Hempstead, NY, 11550-4923. [Editor’s note: As mentioned
inan e-mail that Jim sent to our Yahoo! group, you can also
raise your voice by signing onto www.change.org/
petitions/preserve-the-town-of-hempstead-s-marine-
nature-study-area.]
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TACKAPAUSHA THANKS

Marilyn Hamelz
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Many thanks to Betty Borowsky, Jim and Gail Brown,
Helen Buckley, Mary Colway, Larry Gumbs, Rich Kopsco,
and Laurie Raisher for their help at the Tackapausha
Museum Children’s Holiday Party on a snowy December
14. The SSAS volunteers had two craft tables for the
children to make bird feeders, provided and served re-
freshments, and gave information on South Shore Audubon
and environmental concerns.

The children and their adult escorts enjoyed the animal
show, crafts, snacks, and the museum.



S5AS BACKYARD BIRD SURVEY

For several years, SSAS’s Research Committee has been conducting a study to document the bird species found in the
SSAS area and to estimate their numbers. We greatly appreciate input from anyone that feeds and/or observes birds in
their yard or neighborhood.

To participate, simply record the birds that you see in your yard, neighborhood, or at your feeder; the date, time, and
the number or approximate number of each species; and fill in the table provided below. If you have more recordings than
lines in the table, please attach an additional piece of paper to the table and submit the additional recordings in the same
manner. At the end of each month, please mail or e-mail your record to me at the appropriate address listed below, orhand
it to me at our monthly meeting. Additional survey sheets are available at SSAS events.

Please do not hesitate to submit your observations, evenif you have been able to make only very few. WE NEED YOUR
INPUT!

Dates: From to

Date Time Species No. Date Time Species No.

Submitted by:

Address:

Phone number:

Please send to: Mr. J. Grupp, Research Chairperson
660 Edgemere Ave., Uniondale NY 11553
or
E-mail: Birdstudyjoeg02@aol.com
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2013-2014 OFFICERS, DIRECTORS, AND
COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS

Jim Brown, President & Conservation .................. 608-1446
Marilyn Hametz, Vice President & Publicity ........ 799-7189
Joe Landesberg, Treasurer.........ccoocceeeniinineninnee, 536-4808
Arlene Rawls, Recording Secretary ........................ 712-9514
Therese Lucas, Corresponding Secretary

& Greening of Long Island .........cccceoeiivcinnnnnn. 221-3921
Emma Carpenter, Director (6/16) .......cccccocecverennas 637-4901
Richard Kopsco, Director (6/16) & Brookside

Preserve Co-Chairperson.........cooecvvvevereverennnen. 825-6792
Mary Colway, Director (6/15) ..cccocvvverveniieiennne 887-0153
Paul Stessel, Director (6/15) & NAS Liaison ........ 295-1137
Steven Schellenger, Director (6/14), Field Trips,

Brookside Preserve Co-Chairperson

& NYSOA/Young Birders Liaison .......ccccccouee..... 987-8103
Don Temple, Director (6/14) ......ocoeeccerenrrrvnncnen, 420-1244
Betty Borowsky, Education ..........c.cccoennvenvccenennnen. 764-3596
Gail Brown, Hospitality ......cccooeeemirivenineeieine 432-8156

Anne-Marie Conn, Electronic Communications ... 671-7685

John Gaglione, Programs .........cc.cocoeevecreinneenne 731-5012
Joseph Grupp, Research ..., 481-4208
Betsy Gulotta, College Scholarships ...........ccooo.... 546-8841
Wendy Murbach, Membership ......c.cocceveeeiniennen 546-6303
James Remsen, Jr., Birdathon............cccouuee.n. 631-957-0949
Dolores Rogers, Welcoming .......cccoeevevrrccriencene 599-1224
Michael Sperling, Skimmer Editor ...........c.ccoe....... 221-3921
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BECOME A MEMBER OF SSAS
Think Globally, bul Join Locally!

Option 1. You can join SSAS for a year by sending $20
payable to South Shore Audubon Society using the form
below. Ouraddressis P.O.Box 31, Freeport, NY 11520-0031.

Option 2. To join NAS and your all-volunteer local chapter,
you can help SSAS by joining Audubon through us for the
same price that it costs if you join through NAS (we get $0
from these dues unless you join through us). Mail the form
below and your check payable to National Audubon
Society to SSAS at the address above. The special rate for
the first year is $20 per household.

Renewing? Please send NAS renewals directly to NAS.

S X 22X 22222 2222222222222 24
Donations to SSAS are always welcome! $

Yes, I'd like to join: O SSAS only O National Audubon too
NAME:
ADDRESS:

(Zip+4)

PHONE NO.:

E-MAIL:
Chapter Code C4ZR150Z (South Shore Audubon Society)
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