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NEXT MEETING
John Gaglione
DATE: Tuesday, February B, 201!
TIME: 7:30 pm.
PLACE: Freeport Memorial Libracy

144 W. Merrick Rd. (at S. Ocean Ave
Don Riepe

Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge: Long
Isiand’'s Coaslal Wildlife

Using Jamaica Bay as an example, Don’s program will
discuss wildlife and habitat restoration related to the Long
Island coast. Despite being seriously altered, abused, and
next to the heavily populated boroughs of Brooklyn and
Queens, Jamaica Bay is home to many species of fish and
wildlife. Over 330 bird species have been recorded there,
along with over 100 finfish species and 71 butterfly spe-
cies. Don’s program will include unusual photos of birds,
butterflies, mammals, and other wildlife in an urban set-
ting, as well as photos of the many issues and resource
management projects he has been involved with during
the past 30 years.

Donhas been the NY Chapter Director and led tours for
the American Littoral Society for the past 25 years, and is
now employed as the “Jamaica Bay Guardian.” Herecently
retired from the National Park Service, where he worked
as a naturalist and manager of the Jamaica Bay Wildlife
Refuge. Don has written many articles on natural history
subjects and his photographs have been published in
many journals, including Scientific American, National
Wildlife, Audubon, Defenders, Underwater Naturalist, Parade,
and The New York Times. He has an M.S. in Natural Re-
sources Management from the University of New
Hampshire and has taught a course in Wildlife Manage-
mentat St. John's University. Anavid environmen-talist, he
is a long-standing member of the Jamaica Bay and Bird
Hazard Task Forces. Join us!

Pre-Meeting Program on Birds. Starting at 7 p.M. most
months, Scott Oglesby expands our birding horizons in
the room beyond our coffee-break tables.

SPEAKER:
TOPIC:

Parking Lots. In addition to the parking lot adjacent to
the library, there’s a lightly used, well-lit, and fairly close
municipallot on the east side of S. Ocean Ave., onthe near
(south) side of the gas station that borders Sunrise High-
way.
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IN ORDER TO MINIMIZE WASTE, PLEASE
BRING COFFEE MUGS TO OUR MEETINGS.
SHADBE-GROWN COFFBE PROTECTS RAINFORESTS!
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Wendy Murbach

*SHbD
ryey

On Thursday, December 30, afriend and l went to West
End Coast Guard Station at Jones Beach to look for
Harlequin Ducks. Theyhad been there on Wednesday, two
feet from the dock — two males and two females. Those
beautiful ducks were on display forus; pictures were taken
and admiration was immense. But on Thursday there
were no Harlequin Ducks to be seen at the Coast Guard
Station. They fly; they swim,; they are wild.

Itwashigh tide and the sand spit was covered, theisland
at its most miniscule. One loon rode out in the water — a
Common Loon, with a thick beak, pointed straight out, not
slanted up. There was nothing else out there, not even a
gull or two.

Ifelt personally guilty —no wonders to display, no birds
except Rock Pigeons on theroof of the marina, to showmy
friend. We got back in my van and started off. I saw that
the road down to the inlet was not blocked by the usual
barrier. I used to walk there every morning at 7 a.m., long
ago, and always loved that passage through the dunes
down to the inlet. So we bumped down that road, with
potholes and leftover snow and ice, until we reached the
inlet. Nothing out there either, butI drove down to the end
and we exited the van, binoculars in hand, wind blowing
through our clothing.

Itdidn’t seem like there was anything out there either—
until my friend noticed, right by the green buoy in the
middle of the channel, a brown football-like shape bob-



bing up and down. We stared at it, thinking I'm not swim-
ming out to retrieve a football in this icy water, or how did
that get there, or more trash in the water, etc. We picked
up our binoculars to get abetterlook. The footballhad two
eyes and whiskers and was looking in toward us. That’s
how we found our first seal.

The tide was still coming into the inlet, the water on the
move, and it turned out that the seals wereriding in on the
tide. Soon there were more seals to look at, some just
floating, others diving. Four seals in all appeared. And so
it turned out that the day at West End was wonderful after
all.

On Saturday [ took another friend to see the seals, and
miraculously they appeared right in the boat basin, diving
and flipping their back flippers as they parted the water.
Sunday’s South Shore Audubon bird walk in the fog and
rain also saw seals at West End Marina.

The seals we are seeing are Harbor Seals, pinnipeds
(meaning that they have flippers), genus Phoca, each seal
rangingfrom 150 to 250 poundsin weight. Theirpopulation
in this area is increasing. It is illegal to hurt or
kill them. They are subsisting on
fish and shellﬁsh and

and stay until spring, when they migrate northward. Keep
an eye out for these seals; they will be having pups in
February after a nine-month gestation period and maybe
we will see baby seals. Sometimes seals haul out of the
water on rocks or on sand spits. Please remember that
these are wild animals with claws on their flippers and
teeth in their mouths, and stay away from them. But gaze
at them all you like from a distance. When they are in the
water, they may float along on their backs watching you,
just as you are watching them.

Go down to West End Coast Guard Station and to Field
10 at Jones Beach to search the water for seals. Bring
binoculars or scopes, dress warmly since it is always
colder by the water, and enjoy the outdoors this
winter. Perhaps you will be very lucky and see those
Harlequin Ducks too.
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SSAS Mission Statement — The mission of
South Shore Audubon Society is to promose envi-

ronmental education; conduct research pertaini
to local bird populations, wildlife, and habitat;
and preserve and restore our environment, tﬁrougﬁ
responsible activism, for the benefit of both people
and wi[d[zfe.
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SPECIAL SSAS SATURDAY FIELD TRIP
Morton National Wildlife Refuge

John Gaglione

Established in 1954 through a donation by the Morton
family, the 187-acre Elizabeth A. Morton National Wildlife
Refuge (according to its website) “boasts exceptionally
diverse habitats, including bay beach, a brackish pond, a
freshwater pond, kettle holes, tidal flats, salt marsh,
freshwater marsh, shrub, grasslands, maritime oak forest,
and red cedar.”

On February 19, you will want to bring along some
sunflower seeds when wemeetinthe parkinglotat11 a.m.
Be certain the seeds are unsalted. As you walk along the
1.5-mile nature trail, remember to
walk slowly and quietly, and to listen
for the Black-capped Chickadees. They
will call you, “cheet, twit, cheet, twit” as
theyimplore, “we’rehungry.” Hold afew
sunflower seeds out in your palms and
wait for the chickadees (and perhaps other 7
species) to land on your fingers and grab the seeds. You
have to remain very still for a while and hold your hands
out away from your body.

Thetrailis easy to follow. Be sure to bring binoculars for
observing the wildlife and for the beautiful views that you
will see once you hike out onto the beach. The trail visits
ponds, asalt-marsh lagoon, and grasslands. Waterfowl use
of the refuge peaks during the colder months. Long-tailed
Ducks, White-winged Scoter, Common Goldeneye, and
American Black Ducks will most likely be spotted.

Much of the refuge is situated on a peninsula sur-
rounded by Noyack and Little Peconic Bays. The north/
south orientation of the peninsula makes the refuge im-
portant habitat for shorebirds, raptors, and songbirds.

Directions: Sunrise Highway (Route 27) eastbound (from
LI Expressway take exit 70, County Road 111 and follow
signsto Rt. 27 east; from Southern State Parkway, take exit
44 for Sunrise Highway). Route 27 will change from a
highway to a local roadway. A few miles past the Stony
Brook Southampton campus (and 17.1 miles from County
Road 111), make aleft at the County Road 52 intersection
(the sign points left for North Seaand Noyack). Proceed 0.9
miles and turn left at a traffic light onto County Road 38

(North Sea Road). Go 1.4 miles and turn nght onto Noyack

Road. The refuge entrance is on the left in about 5 miles.
The parking fee is $4 per vehicle, payable by inserting a

check or cash in a fee envelope and putting the handwrit-

ten receipt on your dashboard. Any questions? Call me at

731-5012 or the Long Island NWR Complex at 631-286-

0485.
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NATURE TALES FROM A WANDERER
Northern Harrier - Predator
Joe Grupp

It was strictly by chance that we visited the Edwin B.
Forsythe National Wildlife Refuge, also known as Brigan-
tine {the better-known of two refuges that were combined
as Forsythe in 1984], in southern New Jersey late in
November. We happened to have earned a free night stay
at a hotel chain we frequently use and we would have lost
it if not used by the end of the month. An overnight stay
near the refuge and visiting it the next day was simply a
good way to use the free night.

While the refuge was not overly active, it was not long
before werealized that we were having a good day. A fairly
close observation of an American Golden Plover and
another of a Stilt Sandpiper were reward enough for our
trip. Both were spotted along the first part of the 8-mile
loop of Wildlife Drive, which borders water impound-
ments, marshes, etc. By the time we were about three-
quarters of the way around the loop, the Northern Pintails
and Green-winged Teals, which were most numerous and
spread across the refuge, and the many other species
associated with a water—marsh habitat that we observed
were getting repetitive and as a result somewhat boring,
Of course, that did not stop us from stopping again and
again to observe them. Boring almost became impending
drudgery as I started to think of the long drive home.

Those thoughts disappeared quickly when a Northern
Harrier came up from behind us and, flying over the
water’s edge, flushed a large number of ducks, etc., that
were sheltering among the grasses there. There was a
continuous scattering of ducks, etc., just ahead of the
Harrier, changing a peaceful scene into mayhem. A short
period of time after the Harrier passed, many of the ducks,
etc., returned. :

Just as they settled back in and all seemed peaceful
again, the process repeated itself with the Harrier coming
from in front of us. The ducks, etc., scattered as before until
the Harrier was just before us, when it swooped down,
talons extended, and struck what [ first thought was an
American Cootbutlater realized was a duck of some type.

A struggle ensued and there was the flailing of wings
and the wild splashing of water. It was obvious that the
Harrier did not initially have complete control of the
situation, as it was flopping around and flapping its wings
as much as the duck was. Slowly, however, the Harrier
began to gain control and was
doing so by shifting its weight in 3
a manner that forced the duck &
under the surface of the shallow |
water, apparently pinningit to the
bottom. Grasses, etc., partially §
obstructed our view at times, but it .
soon became evident that the Harrier was trying to drown
the duck. As the Harrier began to gain control, it lifted its

wings high towards the sky so that they made a “V” shape,
itsbody being the base of the “V.” Altering the shape of the
“V,” the Harrier gained more and more control until the
entire duck was held under the water.

All then became calm as the Harrier, with its wings still
extended and in the water up to the point where they
joined its body, maneuvered them ever so slightly to
maintain control. Time passed and  began to wonderhow
long this would go on, when surprisingly there was some
more splashing and the duck’s head appeared out of the
water for a brief moment. The Harrier once again con-
trolled the situation, never dropping its wings, but moving
them in a manner that forced the duck’s head back under
the water.

We waited and watched for a long period of time and I
once again began to wonder how long this would go on.
Finally, the Harrier, with strong rapid wing beats, lifted
into the air with the limp body of the duck in its talons. It
rose about ten feet into the air, when it became evident
that the duck was too heavy to lift and it dropped it back
into the water. It tried a second time to lift the duck, this
time getting it over the grasses at the water’s edge before
dropping it again. Then it dropped down on the duck,
covered it with its wings and body as raptors are often
inclined to do, and remained there. I expected tosee afew
small feathers float away on the wind as it began to feast
on its prey, but nothing happened. The Harrier just re-
mained motionless there.

Allofasudden, asecond Harrier swoopedin on the first,
chasing it off its prey. It too tried to lift the duck and fly
away but could not. It rose a few feet with the duck in its
talons and then dropped it, dropped down, and hunkered
overitjustas thefirstone had. The firstbird made no effort
to chase the second off. Itjust flew away. A period of time
again passed and then the second Harrier simply flew
away, leaving the prey behind. We waited a while longer
and neither Harrier returned.

Then a gentleman who had parked behind us and
observed most of what we had, pulled up next to our car.
He rolled down his window, gave us a thumbs up sign
while saying words to the effect that our mutual observa-
tion was amazing, and then he drove off. Amazing it was!
Needless to say, I was no longer bored even as I faced a
long drive home.

Enid R. Klein

Attorney and Counselor-at-Law
132 ALBERMARLE AVE.
Valley Stream, NY 11580

516-561-0004
Practicing in Wills, Trusts, Probate,

Estate and Trust Administration,
Residential Real Estate




14TH ANNUAL GBBC

The 14th annual Great Backyard Bird Count is
coming up February 18-21. The four-day holiday-
weekend event is free, and is open to bird-watchers of all
ages and skill levels. Participants watch birds for any
length of time on one or more days of the count and enter
their tallies at www.birdcount.org. The results provide a
snapshot of the whereabouts of more than 600 bird spe-
cies. The GBBCis a joint project of the National Audubon
Society and the Cornell Lab of Ornithology with Canadian
partner Bird Studies Canada.

The 2010 GBBC was another record breaker with more
than 97,300 bird checklists submitted by an estimated
63,000 volunteers from across the United States and
Canada.

You may find it helpful to print a regional tally sheet so
you have a list of birds you're likely to see in our area in
February;you can get one athttp://gbbc.birdsource.org/
gbbcApps/checklist.

Countbirds atany location for atleast 15 minutes. Later
you’ll be asked to record the amount of time you spent
watching. Write down only the highest number of each
species you see together at any one time, to avoid count-
ingthe same birds more than once. You'll submityour data
on a new checklist for each day you participate in the
count. You can submit more than one checklist on a given
day if you count at more than one site.

Onthe website, participants can explore real-time maps
and charts that show what others are reporting during the
count. The site has tips to help identify birds and special
materials for educators. Data from all previous years’
counts are at the website, including by state and by town.

NY’s ten most frequently reported species in the 2010
GBBC were: #1 Black-capped Chickadee (4,210 check-
lists), #2 Northern Cardinal, #3 Downy Woodpecker, #4
Dark-eyed Junco, #5 Blue Jay, #6 Mourning Dove, #7
Tufted Titmouse, #8 White-breasted Nuthatch, #9
American Crow, #10 American Goldfinch (2,344 check-
lists).

NY’s ten most numerous species in the 2010 GBBC
were: #1 Canada Goose (72,537 individuals), #2 Ameri-
g can Crow, #3 Ring-billed Gull, #4 Mallard,
2. #5 European Starling, #6 Herring Gull, #7

g Mourning Dove, #8 Dark-eyed Junco,
#9 American Goldfinch, #10 Black-
capped Chickadee (20,459 individuals).

Submit Your GBBC Lists to Joe, Too! See page 7.
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SSAS ‘Post Office Statement — Soutfi Shore
SKimmer is published monthly from September
ol tﬁrouﬂﬁ December and Teﬁruary tﬁrougﬁ

= May by South Shore Audubon Society,
P.0. Box 31, Freeport, N 11520-0031.

“DUCKIES” SET FOR CHAMPIONSHIP RUN
Michael Givant

Editor’s note: The following article originally appeared
on September 11, 2009 in Anton Community Newspapers
and is reprinted with permission from the author, an SSAS
member, whose monthly “A Bird’s Eye View” articles
appear in Anton’s newspapers and website.

Nassau County’s entryin the All-Avian Football League
(the AAFL), the Not So Mighty Ducks, affectionately
known as the “Duckies,” is set for a run at the league’s
championship this season. While high-flying offenses put
fans in the stands, rock-ribbed defenses win titles. The
Ducks have spent the off-season revamping their defense,
whose first priority is to stop the run. The passing game,
while always dangerous, is secondary because in north-
eastern winter’s cold, balls are sometimes dropped by
frozen feathered “fingers.” Here, position by position, is
the unit thathopes to compete in theleague’s championship
game, the Feather Bowl, to be played this year at Stillwell
Woods in Syosset.

Left End — Stopping the run starts with the Mute Swan,
who may not say much but is 60 inches in length with a
hose-like neck. The bird at this position has to get past an
offensive lineman and hit the runnerin the backfield. He’ll
cause havoc and fumbles just by stretching out that neck.

Left Tackle — The Great Horned Owl has tufted ears, a
saucer-like depression that houses its unwavering yellow
eyes that slowly open and close, and an eerie “hooting”
call. Eye to eye with this guy, offensive linemen occasionally
become unnerved and forget the snap count.

Right Tackle — This position requires size and strength
tostop therun, as well as awingspan to deflect passes. The
Great Black-backed Gull has the bulk and strength to stop
the inside running game. Passing over its 65-inch wing-
span is a quarterback’s nightmare.

Right End — Speed is needed to get to the quarterback
and there is no faster bird than the Peregrine Falcon. The
lineman at this position rushes the quarterback from his
“blind side.” This bird routinely dives at 200 mph and can
bein an opponent’s backfield before the quarterback takes
the snap.

Left Linebacker — Every defense needs a bird that
stands nearly 4 feet in length, with a javelin-like bill that

ean spear arunnerin amillisecond. No bird has more guts
than the Great Blue Heron, who routinely swallows
fishermen’s throwaways covered in sand. He’s an every-
down player and an All-Avian pick.

Middle Linebacker— This position requires the strength
to take on pulling guards and “pancake” inside runners.
Withits knobby, bald, red head, and large, black body, the
oddly fearsome, yet homely looking, Turkey Vulture is an
avian “Dracula in shoulder pads.” Its large nostrils help
this buzzard to smell the run.

Right Linebacker — The Northern Harrier has the
speed and agility to rush the passer, as well as the ability



to drop back in pass coverage. He’ll chase down any
outside runner before he can turn the corner. It’s no
accident several countries, including the U.S. and Great
Britain, have fighter aircraft named after this slim hawk.

Left Cornerback — With 28-mph speed, the Sharp-
shinned Hawk is a “shut down” corner. Nicknamed the
“bullet hawk” or “pigeon hawk,” it feasts on wide receiv-
ers. The “Sharpie” can also help on running plays. Running
backs feel it when this guy sticks it to them.

Right Cornerback-— The bird at this position covers the
offense’s best receiver. The Merlin has the speed and
agility to cover the best pass catcher and a “magical”
ability to intercept throws occasionally held up by a stiff
nor’easter. This falcon is a fan favorite at tailgate parties.

Strong Safety — The Red-breasted Merganser, adiving
duck, is big and strong enough to cover tight
ends downfield. With a conspicuous rusty
breast and stylish crest, his photo is on the
cover of the team’s program, available at every home
game.

Free Safety — The multicolored Kestrel can hover
above the ground, which is crucial to his role as the
defense’s “center fielder.” From there he can see the
whole field, cover deep pass plays, help with the run, or
blitz the quarterback. The U.S. Marine Corps is develop-
ing a helicopter that bears his name. Need we say more?

Every team needs a goal-line defense when the other
team is close to its end zone and wants to run the ball for
a game winning TD. That’s when most of the defensive
backs come out and the big boys, the Herring Gull, the
Canada Goose, and the Red-tailed Hawk come in. This
jumbo package is designed to stop the short-yardage
running game.

Here’s the scenario. With less than a minute left in the
Feather Bowl Championship game, the Duckies hold a
tenuous 14-10 lead. Their opponent, the Suffolk Bay
Gulls, have the ball, goal to go, at the Ducks 2-yard line.
They run three plays with no gain. On fourth down, the
Gulls break the huddle and walk to the line of scrimmage,
steam coming from their breath. The clockis ticking. The
Audubon Trophy is on the line. Duckies fans are on their
feet, shaking white picket D-fences and screaming for
their guys to hold one last time.

The Gulls’ tailback takes the hand off and starts to
launch himselfup and over the mass of feathers and beaks.
The ball, held outstretched in his wings, needs only to
break the plane of the goal line. Simultaneously, a wall of
muddy, grass-stained Ducks rises up and smothers the
runner for a loss! The Duckies take over on downs, take a
knee, and are Feather Bowl champions! Quacking
joyously, they douse their coach, a Mallard, with the
traditional Gatorade birdbath. Ecstatic fans, some with
tears streaming down their cheeks, hug each other, while
others Twitter friends.

The next day, Jericho Turnpike is closed from Route
135 to Routes 106 and 107 for Nassau’s answer to New

York’s Canyon of Heroes Parade, the Strip Mall Parade.
Each Duckie rides atop a solar-powered golf cart while
their ecstatic fans throw organic birdseed. After this, it’s
off to the White House for a photo op with the president,
and they won't need e-tickets to get there.
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DRAFT NASSAU COUNTY MASTER PLAN

Editor’s note: Yes, this was in the last Skimmer too, but
the deadline has been extended twice since then and a
second hearing has been scheduled — and rescheduled.

The Nassau County Planning Commission will be host-
ing a public hearing on the draft plan on February 3,
beginning at 10 a.m. It will take place at the Theodore
Roosevelt Executive & Legislative Building, 1550 Franklin
Avenue, Mineola. The draft and/or comments received
from some agencies and organizations can be down-
loaded from www.nassaucountyny.gov/agencies/plan-
ning/MasterPlan.html. Comments are due the same day
and should be sent to:

Attn: Master Plan Comments

Nassau County Planning Department

100 County Seat Drive; Mineola, NY 11501

You can contact Satish Sood, Deputy Commissioner, at
571-5924, or Sean Sallie, AICP, Planner, at 571-5803 with
any questions or concerns.
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Explore the coast
with the

AMERICAN
LITTORAL SOCIETY

NYC AUDUBON WINTER BIRD WALK (Sat., Feb. 12). Meet
10 a.m. at the Jamaica Bay Refuge visitor center for 3-hour
hike around the ponds and gardens to look for hawks, owls,
winter finches, and resident songbirds. Leader: Don Riepe.
Call refuge to register, (718) 318-4340.

NYC AUDUBON EARLY SPRING MIGRANTS (Sat., March
26). Meet 10 a.m. at the Jamaica Bay Refuge for 3-hour hike
around the ponds and gardens to look for the first returning
birds of spring. We should see egrets, oystercatchers, ibis,
phoebes, osprey, and many other species. Call refuge to
reserve, (718) 318-4340; e-mail donriepe @ gmail.com.
CUMBERLAND ISLAND NATIONAL SEASHORE /
OKEFENOKEE SWAMP (Apr. 9-17). Cost: $1,995 incl. RT
airfare to Jacksonville, 8 nights lodging (double occ.), van,
ferry, canoe, breakfasts & lunches, park fees, guides. Visit
best birding and wildlife areas of South Georgia Coast &
Northern Florida. See gators, wood storks, bald eagles,
barred owls, sandhill cranes, anhingas, painted buntings,
endangered red-cockaded woodpecker, many more species.
ASSATEAGUE NATIONAL SEASHORE/CHINCOTEAGUE
WILDLIFE REFUGE (May 12—15). Cost: $375/person.

For information and free field trip brochure,
call/write Don Riepe, (718) 318-9344, driepe@nyc.rr.com,

28 West 9th Road, Broad Channel, NY 11693; www.alsnyc.or&_




« BIRD WALKS o

Sleve Schellenger

All walks start at 9:30 a.m.; no walkif it rains or snows or
temperature is below 25°F. Any questions? Call Steve at
987-8103. Directions and summaries may be found at
ssaudubon.org.

Jan. 23 Point Lookout Town Park, S.E. corner
(and Lido Preserve afterwards)

Jan. 30 Massapequa Lake*

Feb. 6 Jones Beach West End #2, N.E. corner

Feb. 13 Mill Pond Park (Wantagh/Bellmore, north
side of Merrick Rd.)

Feb. 20 Point Lookout Town Park, S.E. corner
(and Lido Preserve afterwards)

Feb. 27 Pelham Bay Park**

Mar. 6 Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge

*For Massapequa Lake (the southern end of Massapequa
Preserve): Use street parking on the westbound side of
Merrick Road, west of Lake Shore Blvd.

**For Pelham Bay Park (where we hope to see owls):
Wearhiking shoes —it’s a hilly forest walk to the bay. Take
Throgs Neck Bridge to I-695 north to I-95 north. Take [-95
to exit #9, Hutchinson River Parkway north. Take first exit
#5, Orchard Beach Rd., go past traffic circle, and continue
on Orchard Beach Rd. toend. Turnleft on Park Dr. to enter
park. Go past another traffic circle and enter parking lot
thru toll gates (free); meet at far left corner of parking lot
(southeast corner). See http://mappery.com/map-of/
Pelham-Bay-Park-NYC-Map for reference.
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23RD ANNUAL WATERFOWL SURVEY DATES

The remaining dates for the 2010-2011 Waterfowl
Survey are as follows, rain or shine: Saturdays, February
5 & 26, and March 26. Volunteers are welcome to partici-
pate in the surveys. If you are interested in spending a full
or half day visiting up to 28 locations from Valley Stream
to Massapequa Park, call Joe Grupp, SSAS’s Research
Chairperson, at 481-4208.
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4% WELCOME NEW MEMBERS AX

Wendy Murbach

One of the wonderful perks that you get from an Audubon
membership is the chance to be a part of your local
Audubon chapter, South Shore Audubon Society.

You are automatically a valued member of this active
and friendly chapter, so please come out to the next
meeting at the Freeport Library from 7:30-9:30 p.m. on the
second Tuesday of the month to hear what you can do to
help preserve your local environment’s health and viabil-
ity, to hear about local issues that you can help to solve,
and to see an interesting program.

Whether you are a beginning birder or someone with a
large life list, you will enjoy our weekly Sunday bird walks.

Check out the special events that are mentioned in this
Skimmer. Attend them yourself, and bring your family an
friends too. :
You are warmly invited to be an active participantin this
vibrant all-volunteer organization comprised of persons
who, like you, care about the earth we live on, about our
local environment, and about the creatures that live

alongside us.
Our new members since the last Skimmer are:
Baldwin........cocceeveenenne Roger B. Halpin
Bellmore Debbie Delvecchio, Deborah Lovarco
Bethpage ... John Mattera
East Meadow ............. Kathleen Glasberg
East Rockaway .......... Stephen Levine, Chris Perlungher
Elmont .....cccceermrinienne Anthony Murray
Farmingdale............... Maria Gattini, Paul Posillico,
Mike P. Smith
Franklin Square ......... Rosemarie Cisternino, Edward Miele,
Bertha Vidulich
Freeport........ccceceernnnnee Mr. Carl Alongi
Garden City................. Mr. Andrew Cangemi, Mr. & Mrs.

Robert Gavigan, Kathryn S.
Podwall, Paula Rega

Hicksville............co.uc... Rodert Arnesen, Ronnie Blinderman,
Sharon H. Dauz, Maria Grady

Levittown ......cocevueeee. Sonya Taub

Lido Beach ................ Beverly F. Lieb

LongBeach................. Sandra Abramson, Emil Frankola

Lynbrook..........ccceuuee. Doris Sherr

Malverne .................... Janine M. Rodriguez

Massapequa Park....... Zulema Cordero, Jennifer &
Benjamin Valentine

Merrick .......cccovveenenne Frank J. Avallone, Carolyn Do,

Anthony Ferrara, Eric Jacobson,
Gail Offerman, Diana Osorio,

Justin Shapiro

Oceanside .................. Karen Schaefer

Plainview...........cc....... Jeannette Abrameto, Lawrence Seiden

Seaford ........ccocevvrneenn Lissette Elezi, Frank Gondolfo, Carl E.
Graber, Stephanie Luciano

Stewart Manor............ Thomas O’Keeffe

Uniondale.................... Madeline Hedelhofer

Valley Stream ............ John S. Burchel, Jr.; Carolann M.
Cormack

Wantagh .........cccoec.e. Carol D. Moehringer, Laura A.

Morris, Paul Perez, Steve Stavrides
West Hempstead........ Martin Bennett, Kenneth Kurs
Woodmere................. D. Kesselman
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Phone: (516)931-1445
Fax: (516)931-1467
E-Mail: Igklcpa@aol.com

LEONARD G. KONSKER

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

Konsker and Company, LTD
550 W. Old Country Rd., Suite 101
Hicksville, New York 11801



SSAS BACKYARD BIRD SURVEY

For several years, SSAS’s Research Commiittee has been conducting a study to document the bird species found in the
SSAS area and to estimate their numbers. We greatly appreciate input from anyone that feeds and/or observes birds in
their yard or neighborhood.

To participate, simply record the birds that you see in your yard, neighborhood, or at your feeder; the date, time, and
the number or approximate number of each species; and fill in the table provided below. If you have more recordings than
lines in the table, please attach an additional piece of paper to the table and submit the additional recordings in the same
manner. Atthe end of each month, please mail or e-mail your record to me at the appropriate address listed below, orhand
it to me at our monthly meeting. Additional survey sheets are available at SSAS events.

Please do nothesitate to submit your observations, even if you have been able to make only very few. WE NEED YOUR
INPUT!

Dates: From to

Date | Time Species No. ||| Date Time Species No.

Submitted by:

Address:

Phone number:

Please send to: Mr. J. Grupp, Research Chairperson
660 Edgemere Ave., Uniondale NY 11553
or

E-mail: Birdstudyjoeg02@aol.com




South Shore Audubon Society
P.O. Box 31
Freeport, NY 11520-0031
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2010-2011 OFFICERS, DIRECTORS, AND

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS
Wendy Murbach, President & Membership .......... 546-6303
Steven Schellenger, Vice President, Field Trips &

Brookside Preserve Co-Chair.......cconeicinnenee 987-8103
Joe Landesberg, Treasurer. ...........cccceveeennnnninineas 536-4808
Don Temple, Recording Secretary .............cccocccueee 420-1244
Kerry Da Silva, Corresponding Secretary ............. 432-1727
Jim Brown, Director (6/13) & Conservation ........ 432-8156
John Gaglione, Director (6/13) & Programs ........ 731-5012
Joanne Del Prete, Director (6/12).......cccevenriveivennae 433-0739
Barbara Levine, Director (6/11) .....cccccvevevcrnreereennns 741-3386
Therese Lucas, Director (6/11) & Greening of

Long Island .......cccooccmcvccicnnnnnccnnencineiinnes 221-3921
Betty Borowsky, Education ........c..ccvvviiininincnnn. 764-3596
Anne-Marie Conn, Electronic Communications ... 671-7685
Joseph Grupp, Research ..........cccoceveeeeeeneccnencnne 481-4208
Betsy Gulotta, College Scholarships &

Brookside Preserve Co-Chair.........cccovveneeereercaces 546-8841
Marilyn Hametz, PubliCity .........ccccoieimnnirninnece. 799-7189
Elliott Kutner, Birding Consultant .............cccccccoeeee 486-7667
James Remsen, Jr., Birdathon..............ccc..c..... 631-957-0949
Dolores Rogers, Welcoming .........c.coooeevievirinnnnnnn. 599-1224
Mary Jane Russell, Hospitality ........cc.ccoovvveurunnene. 766-7397

Michael Sperling, Skimmer Editor ...........c.ccoevunnee. 221-3921
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BECOME A MEMBER OF SSAS

Think Globally, but Join Locally!

Option 1. You can join SSAS for a year by sending $15
payable to South Shore Audubon Society using the form
below. OuraddressisP.O.Box 31, Freeport, NY 11520-0031.

Option 2. Tojoin NAS and your all-volunteer local chapter,
you can help SSAS survive NAS’s major dues-share cutbacks
by joining Audubon through us for the same price thatit costs
if you join through NAS (we get $0 unless you join through us).
Mail the form below and your check payable to National
Audubon Society to SSAS at the address above. The special
rate for the first year is $20 per household.

Renewing?Please send NASrenewals directly to NAS (we
now get $0 for all NAS renewals).

P 2222222222 222222222222 2~
Donations to SSAS are always welcome! §
Yes, I'd like to join: O SSAS only (O National Audubon too

NAME:
ADDRESS:

PHONE NO.:

E-MAIL:
Chapter Code COZR150Z (South Shore Audubon Society)

e 22 222222222 2224244444444




