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NEXT MEETING
Enid Klein
DATE: Tuesday, May 11, 2010
TIME: 7:30 p.m.
PLACE: Freeport Memorial Library
144 W. Merrick Rd. (a} S. Ocean Ave.)
SPEAKER: Joe Giunta
TOPIC: Spring Warblers of the NYC Area

Warblers are jewels of the birding world. Their colorful
plumage and delightful songs make them the most desired
birds to see and identify during spring migration. The
presentation at this month’s meeting (our last until Sep-
tember) will give us information regarding the 35 species
of warblers that are regularly seenin our area. We willlearn
about their distribution, abundance, habits, and ease or
difficulty of identification. Joe will enhance his presenta-
tion with slides and some bird songs.

Joe Giunta, a native New Yorker, has been birding the
New York City region for 20 years. A former math teacher
and program chairman at Fort Hamilton High School, Joe
is the birding instructor for the Brooklyn Botanic Garden.
He has led bird walks for The Nature Conservancy and
Brooklyn Bird Club, and regularly gives lectures on birding
and leads bird walks for the South Fork Natural History
Society (SOFO) and New York City Audubon. He is the
Bluebird Trail coordinator for SOFO. Heis a captain in the
Brooklyn Christmas Count and has participated in breed-

mg bird surveys for New York State. An enthusiastic trav-
eler, he has birded extensively in Central and South
America. Since retiring from the NYC school system in
2004, Joe has taught many birding classes, all with field
trips. Join us!

Pre-Meeting Program on Birds. Starting at 7 p.M. most
months, Scott Oglesby expands our birding horizons in
the room beyond our coffee-break tables. Topic sugges-
tions for future talks are welcome.

Parking Lots. In addition to the parking lot adjacent to
the library, there’s a lightly used, well-lit, and fairly close
municipallot on the east side of S. Ocean Ave., onthe near

(south) side of the gas station that borders Sunrise
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SSAS Mission Statement — The mission af
South Shore Audubon Society is to promote envi-
ronmental education; conduct research pertaini

to local bird populations, wildlife, and habitat;

and preserve and restore our environment, through
responsible activism, for the benefit of both people
and wi[d[lfe.
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Wendy Murbach

Spring is here. All the flowering trees are bursting with
so much beauty. Flowering bulbs are emerging from the
ground in waves of color. And we are out feasting on it all
andlooking for the first migrating birds to arrive from their
southern winter quarters. From mid-April to mid-May,
birds, including shorebirds and warblers, will be stream-
ing through this area, bound for their summer breeding
grounds north of us. Birders will stream through the

habitats of Long Island, quick]y moving theirbinoculars as
the birds flit from tree to tree or take off, in the case of
shorebirds, in massive flocks of balletic precision. I will be
out there birding and I hope you are able to be out there
too. Our Sunday bird walks promise to be very bird-
exciting.

We will be going to Central Park on May 1. Chris
Cooper, who has led our fabulous Central Park walks for
so many years, will again be pointing out warblers, vireos,
egrets, and other star performers. Chris goes out early that
day to scout for us, plus he speaks to other expert birders
to pinpoint just where we will see the most birding action



that day. See the article in this Skimmer for information
about how to sign up for this always fun trip to New York
City.

This year the Birdathon is scheduled for May 7th and
8th. We begin on Friday evening and go out again on
Saturday morning to see how many different species we
can get onto our lists. This is a fundraiser for South Shore
Audubon and a wonderful activity for all those who par-
ticipate. You don’t have to be an expert birder if you go
with ateam. So you, whoever you are, can participate and
have a wonderful time seeing lots of different birds in a
short period of time. Check out Jim Remsen’s Birdathon
article in this Skimmer and come out with us. If for some
reason you personally cannot bird with us, you are invited
to sponsor with a donation someone who is going out
birding. Speak to Jim Remsen about that.

You are all invited to our 39th Annual Dinner held at
Coral House in Baldwin on June 8. Come and celebrate
with us, honor Betsy Gulotta, and enjoy the companion-
ship and conversation of your South Shore Audubon
friends. Sign up with the enclosed flyer insert in this
edition of the Skimmer. | am personally looking forward to
seeing you there this year.
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« BIRD WALKS o

Sleve Schellenger

All walks start at 9:30 a.m.; no walk if it rains. Any ques-
tions? Call Steve at 987-8103. Directions and summaries
may be found at ssaudubon.org.

Apr. 25 Massapequa Preserve (LIRR N.E. lot)*

May 2 Mill Pond Park (Wantagh/Bellmore,
north side of Merrick Rd.)

May 9 Hempstead Lake State Park (Southern
State Parkway Exit 18 south, Field #3)

May 16 Jones Beach West End #2, N.E. corner**

May 23 Norman J. Levy Park and Preserve

May 30 Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge

June 6 Jones Beach West End #2, N.E. corner**

June 13 Hempstead Lake State Park (see above)

Summer Break

Aug. 15 Norman J. Levy Park and Preserve

Aug. 22 Marine Nature Study Area, Oceanside

Aug. 29 Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge

*Note 1: The ongoing Streamflow Augmentation and
Pond Restoration Project at Massapequa Preserve may
result in a detour from our usual route along the paved
path; if you arrive late, follow any detour signs to find us.

**Note 2: Last year’s state budget cuts resulted in the
closure of West End #2 except for birding and fishing.
Show your binoculars and/ or field guide for access if this
happens again.
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A% WELCOME NEW MEMBERS A%
Wendy Murbach

One of the wonderful perks that you get from an Audubon
membership is the chance to be a part of your local
Audubon chapter, South Shore Audubon Society.

You are automatically a valued member of this active
and friendly chapter, so please come out to the next
meeting at the Freeport Library from 7:30-9:30 .M. on the
second Tuesday of the month to hear what you can do to
help preserve your local environment’s health and viabil-
ity, to hear about local issues that you can help to solve,
and to see an interesting program.

Whether you are a beginning birder or someone with a
large life list, you will enjoy our weekly Sunday bird walks.
Check out the special events that are mentioned in this
Skimmer. Attend them yourself, and bring your family and
friends too.

You are warmly invited to be an active participant in this
vibrant all-volunteer organization comprised of persons
who, like you, care about the earth we live on, about our
local environment, and about the creatures that live

alongside us.

Our new members since the last Skimmer are:
Bellerose Village.......... Janet Schebendach
Bellmore........cccveuunne. Beverly Woodford
East Meadow............... D. Balaban, Nancy Neil
East Rockaway Art Donovan
Elmont .......ccccovvnerennnn. John Geoghan, Jawahir Lall, Eleanor T.

Robinson
Farmingdale ................ Constance Henry
Floral Park .................. Joseph Natarajan

Franklin Square Daniel F. Gill, Linda Kopmann, Gary
McAvoy

Freeport........oceececenae. Paul Hashagen

Garden City .... .... Cynthia Brown, G. Donner, Lilly G. Knuth

Glen Oaks ........ .... Arsenio B. Clemente

Hicksville .... ... Edward Hojnowski

Levittown .... .... Marybeth Ceraldi, Laura Leonard

Long Beach.................. Murray & Gladys Brown, Kevin Fox,
Sharon Powers

Lynbrook Natalya Karpman

... David Peterson
Karen Dimeglio, Earl Gorby, Suzanne
Kelly, Stacey Pfaff

Massapequa Park ....... Maryann Sullivan

Merrick ......ooveeeuirnrinnnns Stuart Goldberg

Oceanside ................... T. Bowen, Beth A. Fredrickson,
Lawrence Koblinsky, MaryAnne
Lehrer, Leona Marx

Plainview...................... H. Kozlowski

Rockville Centre.......... Mabel Anderson

West Hempstead ........ Richard McGowan, Kathryn Simone
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www.KeepProteclingNY.org

Malverne

A group of organizations, including Audubon New York
(our state office), created this website to help activists
interested in restoring funding for state parks, open space
acquisitions (the governor proposed $0), zoos, aquariums,
etc.



JOIN THE BIRDATHON!

Jim Remsen

This year SSAS will conduct its 23rd annual Birdathon!
SSAS raises funds through the Birdathon by having mem-
bers get cash pledges for each species of bird identified
during a 24-hour period in May, when the spring migration
is at its height and over 125 species may be identified by
the two teams that visit about a half-dozen locations.

If you aren’t going with a team, why not try your own
Birdathon? Do a variation on the usual theme of seeing as
many species as you can during the count period. Use
your imagination. Limit yourself to your backyard, a fa-
vorite park orpreserve, orevena “couch potato” Birdathon.
(For this one, you count as many bird species as you can
on television during the 24 hours!)

Mark the dates on your calendar if you haven't already
— Friday, May 7 from 5:00 p.m. until Saturday, May 8
at 5:00 p.M. — and join one of our intrepid leaders (or go
it alone, in which case you choose the turf). Birding
expertise is not necessary and your teammates will be
happy to point out the birds for you. Rain dates are one
week later at the same time.

Please note: In the event of questionable weather, I will
decide whether or not to cancel the Birdathon by 3 .M. on
Friday, May 7. If you have any uncertainty about whether
it will be postponed, please call me at (631) 957-0949 or
(631) 748-8942 by 3 o’clock.

We need Birdathon prizes! As we have done in the
past, we will make everyone who brings in at least one
pledge (sponsoring yourself counts) eligible for a prize
drawing to be held at our annual dinner (attendance not
required). If you would like to donate a prize, please
contact me.

Our schedule of starting places and leaders is as follows:

Friday, May 7 at 5 p.u. Meet Paul Butkereit at Jones
Beach’s Coast Guard Station, or Joe Grupp, Jim Remsen,
and Steve Schellenger at Massapequa Preserve (LIRR
N.E. lot).

Saturday, May 8. Meet Bill Hollweg (Paul’s team) at
Parking Field #3 of Hempstead Lake State Park at6:30 A.M.;
or Joe, Jim, and Steve at Mill Pond, Merrick Road, Wantagh
at 5:45 A.M. Other meeting places on Saturday for the latter
team will be Muttontown Preserve (most likely the gate on
Route 106) at 8 a.m., Oceanside Marine Nature Study
Area at 11 aMm, and Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge at
1:15 r.M. Please try to notify me if you plan to go with one
of these teams so they will know who to expect. Meeting
times at Oceanside and Jamaica Bay for my team are
estimates; we can be as much as 15 minutes earlier or 30
minutes later, depending on traffic.

Sponsors are the heart of the Birdathon. These are
people who agree to give you 25¢, $1, or any amount for
each species you see (they may also give you aflat pledge
not based on number of species). Ask anyone you know,
and don’t forget yourself!

Note on Submitting Pledges: Pledges submitted to me
mustbereceived by June 7 to be eligible for prizes. Pledge
forms, if you want them, are available at SSAS events.
Let’s make our 2010 Birdathon special by raising more
funds than ever! Good luck!

Birdathon Chairperson: James Remsen, Jr., 8 Venetian
Blvd., Lindenhurst, NY 11757.
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WALK IN THE WOODS ON JUNE 27
Marilyn Hamelz

Brookside Preserve, a Nassau County preserve man-
aged by South Shore Audubon Society, is a hidden gem of
nature that can be alovely peaceful place to walk or relax.
Members of the local community and South Shore
Audubon devote time and effort to try to maintain and
improve this small remnant of natural Long Island. Walk
in the Woods is an opportunity for the community to better
understand the potential of Brookside Preserve and the
environment.

We hope you will join us on Sunday, June 27 from
1-3 p.M. for our second annual Walk in the Woods, which
will include guided walks and children’s activities. The
entrance is on Brookside Avenue in Freeport, 1/2 block
north of Sunrise Highway and the Long Island Rail Road
trestle. If you would like to help with the event, please
contact me at 799-7189 or marilynexpl@yahoo.com.

Explore the coast
with the

AMERICAN
LITTORAL SOCIETY

JAMAICA BAY ECOLOGY CRUISE (Sat., May 29, 2 p.M.).
Take a 3-hour narrated cruise around the bay and backwater
marshes on a 100-ft boat, the "Golden Sunshine,” from Pier
2 in Sheepshead Bay. See nesting herons, oystercatchers,
ospreys, and peregrine falcon. Cost: $45 incl. wine & cheese,
fruit, drinks, snacks. Leaders: Mickey Cohen & Don Riepe.
MONTAUK SPRING WEEKEND (June 11-13). Spend a great
weekend of natural history programs at the luxurious Manor
House. Cost: $345/person incl. 2 nights, 5 meals, 5 guided
hikes, 2 evening programs, star watch, and free LIRR pickup.

FIFTH ANNUAL SHOREBIRD FESTIVAL (Aug. 14 & 15). At
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge. Learn about the behavior,
biology, and how to identify shorebirds in the field during
peak shorebird migration. Slide presentations by Kevin
Karlson, Don Riepe, and Lloyd Spitalnik. Call or e-mail Don
to reserve; donation requested.

CAPE ANN WHALE WATCH (Aug. 19-22). Spend 3 nights
at Captain’s Lodge in Gloucester, MA. Cost: $385 includes
lodging, 1/2 day whale boat trip, evening river cruise,
canoeing on quiet Ispwich River, lobster/seafood dinner, and
guided hikes along the coast. Leaders: Mickey Cohen & Don.

For information and free field trip brochure,
call/write Don Riepe, (718) 318-9344, driepe@nyc.rr.com,
28 West 9th Road, Broad Channel, NY 11693; www.alsnyc.org.




NATURE TALES FROM A WANDERER
Observing My Feeder Birds

Joe Grupp

Fairly early one April morning I heard my wife call,
“Look out the back window.” Under a shrub with long
weeping branches not far from our feeder was a male
Eastern Towhee. The bush is a favorite of many of the
birds that come to our feeder. They feed at the feeder, then
head to the shrub to perch before returning to the feeder
to feed again, or they flock to it when they seem threat-
ened and then perch well into the center of the shrub for
protection. In doing so, they drop some of the seeds they
were carrying and the seeds fall under the shrub. Fre-
quently birds forage on the ground under the shrub, taking
advantage of the dropped seeds as the Towhee was doing.
At first all I could make out was something black that was
probably abird foraging behind the shrub’s many branches

) thatrise from the ground. It did not take long for the
bird to work its way around the shrub to where it
was in full view. The light on it was just about
= perfect and the deep dull black of
the bird, its rusty sides, and white
belly made for an easy identification.
In the fall and spring of the year we
frequently get a Towhee or two in the yard. Sometimes
they stay a few days and at other times they leave rather
quickly. This one did nothang around long. After foraging
for five minutes or so after we first spotted it, it hopped to
a low branch in the shrub, then a higher one, then it flew
well up into a tall maple where it perched for a very short
time and then flew off to who knows where.

As [ left the window, I began to reflect on my observa-
tions of this past feeding season. I then realized that each
species left an impression on my mind. The birds coming
to my feeder were the regulars, the ones that might be
expected, the more common birds of the season. For
some of the species, the impression was of an observation
that lasted a very short period of time; for others it was for
a few days; others even longer.

In the beginning of April, two or three Common Grack-
les were daily visitors at the feeder. I didn’t give them
much thought. I was even grateful that there were not
even more of them. Then one day the sun hit them at just
the right angle and the iridescence seen on their dark
feathers was as glorious as it gets. As they turned ever so
slightly, the iridescence on their heads changed back and
forth from brilliant purple to a more subtle green, and the
iridescence of their bodies changed back and forth from
purple to a yellow brown. All the while, the small yellow
eye with the dark pupil stood out like abeacon. I observed
Common Grackles before and after that time and even
recorded them for the SSAS Backyard Survey, but except
for that one time they were “just Grackles.”

Thenthere was the one day that a Northern Cardinal left
a lasting impression. Everyone knows that the red

Northern Cardinal male is a thing of beauty regardless of
the setting. At least a pair of Cardinals visits our feeder
daily and sometimes there are many more. Most of the
time I will simply note that they are there or if the scene is
a bit dramatic point it out and/or spend a few moments
observingit, butusually | donotrememberitforlong. The
observation that left a lasting impression was on a snowy
day, with the snow building up on each of the branches of
the shrubmentioned before. In the midst of those branches,
the bright red bird perched, surrounded by the pure white
snow. It was a speck of brilliant red among the white. It
was the scene that might be found on a holiday card or
photograph, etc.

Not all my lasting impressions are of a single observa-.
tion, however. For the month of December well into
January, we were not getting any Black-capped Chicka-
dees at our feeder. That really bothered us, especially as
for the past few years not only were they pretty regular but
in the summer they nested in a birdhouse that hangs in a
nearby tree. Finally, around the middle of January they
once again appeared and from that time on they appeared
almost daily. When we spotted the first one it “made our
day.” We were pretty excited on the day of theirreturn and
found ourselves just as excited each day that we observed
them after that, in spite of the fact that they were an almost
daily observation. It was so intense that each time I saw
one Iwould exclaim, “Chickadee! Made my day!” The day
I wrote this article they “really made our day” because we
observed them not only feeding at the feeder, but also
entering and leaving the birdhouse. Maybe Chickadees
will be fledged from that birdhouse again this year.

Other species made memorable impressions on me this
feeding season. There are just too many of them toinclude
in this article. I watch my feeder birds to identify what is
there, to observe their beauty, to list them as part of the
SSAS Backyard Survey. My lasting impressions come
from the many observations of my feeder birds.
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PLOVER VOLUNTEERS WANTED

John Zarudsky

The Town of Hempstead’s Department of Conservation
and Waterways needs your help in ensuring the protection
and survival of Piping Plovers, Least and Common Terns,
and Black Skimmers that nest between Point Lookout and
Atlantic Beach.

Audubon volunteers will help prevent disturbances to
nesting areas, will record the presence of plover chicks
and any incidents of predation, and can give beachgoers
educational literature pertaining to Piping Plovers and
terns. Help is particularly needed on evenings, weekends,
and holidays from May through August. Ifyou're interested
and are able to volunteer regularly, please contact SSAS
member John Zarudsky, Conservation Biologist, at 897-
4126 (work) or 486-5272.



NESTWATCH AND NESTCAMS

The following is from a March 22 press release:

Collecting information about nesting birds in North
America is what the NestWatch project at the Cornell Lab
of Ornithology is all about and the new season is just
getting underway. Participants submit data about which
kinds of birds are nesting, the number of eggs laid, dates
eggs were laid, and the numbers of chicks hatched and
fledged.

“Collecting this information across the continent over
long periods of time is one of the best ways we have to

) detect widespread changes in bird
breeding biology” says Laura
. Burkholder, the project leader for
B NestWatch. “Gathering this informa-
{ tion takes on new urgency in light of

i = the State of the Birds 2010 Climate
Change Report just released by the Department of the
Interior earlier this month.”

Nesting birds are vulnerable to climate change. Data
show some species, like the Tree Swallow, are laying their
eggs more than a week earlier than they did just a few
decades ago,” says Burkholder. “That could spell big
trouble if hatch dates get out of sync with the availability
of food.”

In addition to its scientific value, NestWatch is fun, free,
and open to all. Participation is a great way to connect with
nature.

The always-popular NestCams are also back in action.
Anyone can get a live peek into nests and nest boxes
across the country at www.nestcams.org.

All NestWatch materials and instructions are available
online at www.nestwatch.org, including directions on
how to find nests, how to build and put up nest boxes, and
how to monitor nests without disturbing the birds.
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BACKYARD SURVEY DATA NEEDED!
Joe Grupp

For several years, SSAS’s Research Committee has
been conducting a study to document the bird species
found in the SSAS area and to estimate their numbers. We
greatly appreciate input from anyone that feeds and/or
observes birds in their yard or neighborhood. Please do
not hesitate to submit your observations, evenif you make
only very few.

Simply record the date, time, and the number or ap-
proximate number of each species. At the end of each
month, please mail or e-mail your record to me at the
appropriate address listed below, or hand it to me at our
monthly meeting. Survey sheets are available at SSAS
events and at ssaudubon.org or you can create your own.

Please mail your data to Mr. J. Grupp, Research Chair-
person, 660 Edgemere Ave., Uniondale, NY 11553 or e-
mail Birdstudyjoeg02@aol.com.

WHAT TO DO WITH DISPLACED YOUNG WILDLIFE

Most young wildlife that you come across are not
orphaned. The parents are temporarily away finding food
or are staying away to avoid attracting predators and will
laterreturn. If you are concerned that a bird or animal may
be orphaned, watch from a distance for a while to seeif the
parentsreturn. If youhave to chaseit, it doesn’t need your
help!

A nestling songbird is only partially feathered and can-
not yet run, hop, or move about easily. It should be

3\ returned to the nest. If you can’t find or
e reach the nest, make one from aberry

box or strainer (something with
drainage), line it with grasses, and
secure it up in a tree close to where
you found the bird. The parents will

continue to feed it.

If you are certain a young songbird is orphaned, leave a
message for Volunteers for Wildlife at 631-423-0982 for
assistance and follow the emergency instructions at
www.volunteersforwildlife.org.
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THE STATE OF THE BIRDS: 2010 REPORT ON
CLIMATE CHANGE

Last year’s unprecedented State of the Birds report has
been supplemented to include the impact that climate
change is expected to have on each species’ survival. The
2010 report was prepared by 13 organizations and gov-
ernment agencies, including National Audubon Society,
and is posted at www.stateofthebirds.org. The following
species seen on SSAS’s bird walks are considered to be
highly vulnerable to global warming and were also listed
in 2009 as species of conservation concern: Hudsonian

Godwit, Red Knot, Semipalmated Sand-
§ _ piper, Short-billed Dowitcher, American
7 —~ Qpystercatcher, Razorbill, and Saltmarsh

Sparrow. The Northern Gannet (pictured), also seen on
our walks, is considered to be highly vulnerable.



BLACK SKIMMER RECOVERY PLAN

Our March issue included a last-minute announcement
about the stakeholder meeting organized by the New York
State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC)
regarding the Black Skimmer,
., which in addition to appearing on
SSAS’s patch, window sticker, let-
terhead, newsletter, etc., is desig-

; nated by the DEC as a species of
special concern. Wendy Murbach represented us at that
February 24 meeting and provided the handout that is the
source of the information below:

The following is a list of the major issues needing
resolution during the formulation of the Black Skimmer
recovery plan. Preliminary discussions on these topics
will begin during the stakeholder meeting and participants
are encouraged to offer their experience and expertise on
these issues.

Developing Recovery Goals

#% How many breeding pairs of Black Skimmer, distrib-
uted in how many large and small colonies, are necessary
for a sustainable population within New York State?

# How will the recovery of Black Skimmerin New York
affect other species that share or compete for similar
habitat, especially other shorebirds?

Threats to the Species

¢ Competition and/or predation by small mammals
and other nesting shorebirds canlead to the abandonment
of nesting areas by Black Skimmer. Specific locations
being directly impacted by these interspecies interactions
need to be identified.

# Human activities such as recreation, development, or
land use can create disturbance or promote competition
orpredation from other species. Specificlocations that are
being directly impacted by human activity need to be
identified.

$% The resiliency of Black Skimmer habitat in regards to
surrounding land use, habitat quality, and rising sea level
need to be determined. Methods for qualifying habitat
based on susceptibility and adaptability to impacts need
to be identified.

Recovery Strategies

# Management strategies that can mitigate, reduce, or
remove interspecies pressures will be examined in the
context of local site conditions.

81 Management strategies that can mitigate, reduce, or
remove disturbance potential will be examined in the
context of local land use.

% Management strategies that can restore, enhance,
create, or improve the adaptability or quality of nesting or
forage areas will be examined in the context of local site
conditions, regulatory requirements, and ecosystem im-
pacts of habitat manipulation.
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REMINDER: ANNUAL CENTRAL PARK WALK

On Saturday, May 1, SSASis planning tobe in Central
Park for our tenth annual (weather permitting) early May
morning bird walk. Once again, Manhattan resident Chris
Cooper, who birded with SSAS in his formative years, has
agreed to lead us through the twisting maze of the Ramble
and adjoining areas of the park. In previous years, we've
recorded 45 to 70-plus species in under three hours (47
last year, including 15 warblers). Join us!

The cost of the walk is $5, which is a tax-deductible
donation to SSAS (refundable if we rain out or you cancel
in advance). Please send your check payable to South
Shore Audubon Society, along with your phone number
and e-mail address, to Joanne Del Prete, 20 Ceil P,
Bethpage, NY 11714-4503 (phone 433-0739,
jdelprete47@optonline.net) by April 26.

As usual, a group of us will be aboard the local Babylon
train that is due in Penn Station at 8:12; you can look for
Joanne toward the west end of the platformin Massapequa,
boarding at 7:14. We plan to depart from Penn’s LIRR
waiting room at 8:30 to meet Chris at Belvedere Castle at
around 9:15. Please buy a MetroCard for the subway. The
walk usually ends around noon. You can bring lunch or
buy it in the park, or head back home after the walk if you
prefer. Joanne’s cell (476-3761) will be on that day only.
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NOMINATIONS FOR 2010-2011 SSAS BOARD

At South Shore Audubon Society’s general meeting on
May 11, officers and directors will be elected for our next
fiscal year. All members attending that meeting may
nominate candidates from the floor and vote. The SSAS
nominating committee (chaired by Marilyn Hametz, and
including Gail Brown and Mary Jane Russell) has re-
cruited the following candidates: President, Wendy
Murbach; Vice President, Steve Schellenger; Treasurer,
Joe Landesberg; Recording Secretary, Don Temple; Cor-
responding Secretary, Kerry Da Silva; Directors (through
June 2013), Jim Brown and John Gaglione.
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JAMAICA BAY BIOBLITZ IN JUNE

Rebecca Boger and John Marra of Brooklyn College,
City University of New York, along with the National Park
Service and Jamaica Bay Institute, are organizing a BioBlitz
of Jamaica Bay from 3 r.m. Friday, June 11 through 3 p.m.
Saturday, June 12. A BioBlitz is a 24-hour event aimed
at cataloging the diversity of organisms in a particular
area. A group of experts in their fields will lead taxon
groups, but amateur naturalists and volunteers are needed
to help with surveys and registration. More information,
including data from the 2007 BioBlitz and registration
forms, is at http://jamaicabay.ciesin.columbia.edu/
bioblitz.
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NATIVE PLANTS AND POLLINATORS

The following is from a fact sheet published by the
Riverhead office of New York Sea Grant
(www.nyseagrant.org).

AsEastern Long Island becomes more developed, areas
fornative plants to live are declining. Native plants can be
defined as those plants that were growing locally before
the arrival of Europeans. These plants provide habitat:
places for native animal life to hide, eat, and reproduce.
Many agencies, programs, and civic groups are con-
cerned with the reduction in the variety of native plants
and in the quality of habitats. One way to protect what is
left and restore altered habitats is to use native plants in
home and commercial landscapes.

Many plants rely on insects to pollinate their flowers.
While insects are the primary means by which plants are
pollinated, birds and bats also pollinate some plants.
Other plants have their pollen spread by the wind.

We have come to rely on the nonnative honeybee to
pollinate many of our agricultural crops. However, in
recent years, many honeybee colonies have died. Al-
though many factors have been discussed and explored,
the exact cause of the die-off is unknown. As honeybee
colonies decline, our interest and reliance on other insect
pollinators increases.

Like native plants, our native pollinators are insects that
lived here before the arrival of Europeans. Many of the
native pollinators are solitary bees. Unlike
honeybees which live in colonies, solitary
bees, as their name implies, live alone. \:
According to the Xerces Society, there are
approximately 4,000 species of native bees in North
America, hundreds of which contribute significantly to the
pollination of farm crops.

Homeowners and landscapers can help reverse or slow
down the trend in declining natural areas and habitats by
leaving some of the land around their homes and busi-
nesses in a natural state if space permits. Another option
is toincorporate the use of some native plants in the home,
public or commercial landscape. These native plants are
becoming more available at local garden centers, and the
more that people request them, the more the industry will
respond by growing them and making them available.

This is not to say that nonnative plants have no habitat
value orplace in thelocal landscape. Many of our favorite
home landscape plants are from other countries and often
produce beautiful flowers or have interesting foliage. Itis
important to make sure the varieties you plant are not
invasive. Check with Cornell Cooperative Extension’s
Horticultural Program for recommended plants beyond
those listed here: Butterfly Weed, Joe-Pye Weed, Cardinal
Flower, and New England Aster. They can be reached at
631-727-7850 or at their web page: www.cce.cornell.edu/
suffolk [SSAS members: see www.ccenassau.org]. Native
plants are sometimes less showy, but the more we learn

about them and the more we get to know them, the more
we will appreciate them.

One researcher and scientist has linked the decline in
insect populations in heavily populated areas to the near-
exclusive use of nonnative plants in suburban neighbor-
hoods. Many of the plants we use around our homes were
selected because insects don’t feed on them. That may
sound fine, until we stop to think that birds rely primarily
on insects during the spring and summer, and their young
arefedinsects. Inrecent years, many people have noticed
and documented the decline in songbirds in suburban
areas. If we think of insects as “bird food,” we realize how
important they are to the food chain.

The Xerces Society has these recommendations for
planning a native plant garden around the home:

¥ It should incorporate a succession of flowers in order
to provide blooms throughout the entire growing season.

& It should have several different species in bloom at
any one time.

# It should combine annuals and perennials.

& The use of pesticides should be minimized.

The more different plants are found in the home land-
scape, the more different insects will be living there, as
each species has its own vegetation or plant preferences.
Providing a wide range of plant types is also a way to
ensure a healthier and sustainable landscape, so that if a
disease problemhappens, itdoes nothit all the plants atonce.

Because our home landscapes are typically well
groomed, it is hard for many pollinators to find places to
lay their eggs. Homeowners can help cavity-nesting bees
by putting out bee nest boxes to provide places for native
pollinators to lay their eggs. This is analogous to putting
up bird houses around thehome. Many garden centers sell
them, or they can be constructed easily at home. Solitary
beeslay their eggs in the holes drilled into these boxes, and
fill the holes with food for the young insects to eat when
they hatch from their eggs.

Reference Books

Pollinator Conservation Handbook. Matthew Shepherd,
Mace Vaughan, Scott Hoffman Black. The Xerces Society,
Portland, Oregon 2003. www.xerces.org.

Bringing Nature Home: How Native Plants Sustain Wildlife
in our Gardens. Douglas W. Tallamy, Timber Press, Inc.
2007. www.timberpress.com.
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BIRDINGPAL.ORG

Lastspring, SSAS’s Jeannette Miller gave your editoran
article from the AARP Bulletin regarding
www.birdingpal.org. The website contains free listings of
expert birders from around the world who have volun-
teered to lead birders visiting their areas. It also contains
hundreds of “birdwatching links for traveling birders.”
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BECOME A MEMBER OF S5AS

Think Globally, but Join Locally!

Option 1. You can join SSAS for a year by sending $15
payable to South Shore Audubon Society using the form
below. Ouraddressis P.O.Box 31, Freeport, NY 11520-0031.

Option 2. Tojoin NAS and your all-volunteer local chapter,
you can help SSAS survive NAS’s major dues-share cutbacks
byjoining Audubon through us for the same price that it costs
if you join through NAS (we get $0 unless you join through us).
Mail the form below and your check payable to National
Audubon Society to SSAS at the address above. The special
rate for the first year is $20 per household.

Renewing?Please send NAS renewals directly to NAS (we
now get $0 for all NAS renewals).
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Donations to SSAS are always welcome! §
Yes, I'd like to join: O SSAS only O National Audubon too

NAME:
ADDRESS:

PHONE NO.:

E-MAIL:
Chapter Code COZR150Z (South Shore Audubon Society)
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