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NEXT MEETING PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Enid Klein Wendy Murbach

DATE: Tuesday, Gctober 13, 2 009 We have so many exciting South Shore Audubon events
TIME: 7:30 Pm. coming up in October. Very many people have spoken to
PLACE: Freeport Memorial Libra/g me about missing the Hummingbird Sanctuary trip;

144 W. Merrick Rd. [al/é Ocean Ave. therefore, | want to announce what we will be doing this
SPEAKER: Paul ). Mila month so that no one will be left out of our interesting
TOPIC: Humpbacks from/Montauk to Tonga activities.

This month'’s speaker has devoted his retirement time
to writing, scuba diving around the world, underwater
photography, and speaking to groups about ocean conser-
vation. He has enjoyed the opportunity to photograph and
dive with Caribbean reefsharks in the Bahamas; humpback
whales in the Dominican Republic and the South Pacific’s
Tonga Islands; and diverse sealife in the Cayman Islands,
Cozumel, Bonaire, Hawaii, Antigua, and in his home
waters off Long Island. Paul's underwater pictures have
been featured in magazines and on web sites related to
scuba diving.

At our October meeting, Paul will discuss his adven-
tures swimming with humpback whales in the Dominican
Republic and in the Tonga Islands. His dramatic video
presentation will show us humpback whales in our local
waters, and humpbacks interacting with humans in tropical
waters. Join us!

Pre-Meeting Program on Birds. Starting at 7 p.M. most
months, Scott Oglesby expands our birding horizons in

the room beyond our coffee-break tables. Topic sugges-
tions for future talks are welcome.

Parking Lots. In addition to the parking lot adjacent to
the library, there’s a lightly used, well-lit, and fairly close
municipal lot on the eastside of S. Ocean Ave., on the near
(south) side of the gas station that borders Sunrise High-
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Editor’s interruption: Our visit to the Baiting Hollow
Hummingbird Sanctuary in early August was announced
in the May—August issue of the Skimmer and, as promised
there, was posted to our e-mail list by Wendy as soon as
the date could be determined. You can join the list for free
athttp:/ / groups.yahoo.com/ group/ssas_list. If you’re con-
cerned about being inundated with e-mail (which hasn’t
happenedin thelist’s ten-year history), Yahoo provides the
options of receiving each day’s messages as one e-mail
(mostdays there aren’t any) or declining all e-mail in favor
of accessing the archive of messages at their website.

October 3: Trip to Greenwich Audubon Center in
Connecticut. As mentioned in last month’s newsletter,
specifically we will be going to watch hawks that are
migrating overhead. Parkin theirparkinglot. Take outyour
chair and carry it to the hawk watching site adjacent to the
parking lot. Open your chair. Sit down and look up. Last
year over 29,000 hawks were seen from that location.
Exciting? You bet. When you want to move around a bit,

there are many trails to follow, a marvelous building with
exhibits and a store, and people to meet and talk with.

If you are interested in joining us, please call Barbara
Levine at 741-3386 and she will give you the time and
directions.

October 13: Our General Meeting in Freeport.
Always agood program and always a delicious hospitality
table. Information about the environment in your com-
munity and a place to meet friends.

October 17: Halloween Party for Kids. Held every
year at Tackapausha Museum on Washington Avenue in
Seaford, this 1-3 p.M. event features three different crafts



for kids, games, a look around the interesting natural
history museum, plus a live animal show given by Vol-
unteers for Wildlife. Please bring your kid, your kid’s kids,
or your neighbor’s kids to this fun event. Wear your
Halloween costumes. And if you want to have some fun
and you'd like to help out at this party as a volunteer —
helping at the craft tables, personing the SSAS table, or
taking pictures — please call me at 546-6303. Admission
is free for volunteers, $3 for adults, $2 for children ages 5
to 14, and free for younger children.

October 18: Brookside Preserve Cleanup, 1-4r.Mm.
Our preserve in Freeport, on the west side of Brookside
Avenue, just north of Sunrise Highway, is cleaned up by
South Shore Audubon people twice ayear. We pickup trash,
bag it, and haul it out to the curb to be taken away. After
we finish, it looks marvelous. Physical activity is good for
you and it will be good for our preserve too. Show up with
gloves and we will give you a bag to fill.

October 4, 11, 18, 25: Our Bird Walks, Sundays at
9:30 a.m. We are birding at Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge,
Hempstead Lake State Park, Point Lookout and Lido
Preserve, and Jones Beach West End in October. Shore-
birds, migrating warblers, incoming winter birds — all are
potential sightings. Bring binoculars and enjoy the out-
doors, the birds, and the company of like-minded people.

Please join us in October for one/some/all of our
planned events. [ will look for you there.
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AX WELCOME NEW MEMBERS A%
Wendy Murbach

You are warmly invited to be an active participant in our
vibrant all-volunteer organization comprised of persons
who, like you, care about the earth we live on, about our
local environment, and about the creatures that live

alongside us.
Our new members since the last Skimmer are:

Bellmore .................... Ronald Mohlin

Floral Park ................ John P. McMorrow

Garden City .............. Maria C. Bicocchi, Angelique &
Matthew Siegfried

Hempstead................ Ellin Epstein

Hicksville................... Ruth Klement, Geraldine Thorsten

LongBeach................ Kerry Da Silva

Massapequa.............. Glenn G. Debona, Rose Viglietta

Merrick .......coocveneen. Tony D. Nucci, Mr. & Mrs. Stanley
Stahl

Newport Beach, CA .... Harold Katz

Oceanside ................. Jean M. Johnson

Plainview ................... Agnes V. Casey, Richard Calgie,
Jud Newborn

Rockville Centre....... Edward Moss, Robert Winston

Wantagh .................... Thomas Moore

West Hempstead ...... Nancy Cantelmo, Jean Werhner
Woodmere ................ Gail S. Zimmer

BIGGER BETTER BOTTLE BILL UPDATE
Michael Speiling

While last month’s Skimmer was at the printer, on Au-
gust 13 to be exact, U.S. District Court Judge Deborah A.
Batts responded to arequest for an emergency hearing by
New York State Attorney General Andrew Cuomo by
undoing much of the preliminary 10-month injunction
thathad beenissued in May by Judge Thomas P. Griesa of
the same District Court.

Under Judge Batts’ ruling, New York State may imme-
diately begin collecting 80% of the unclaimed deposits on
all non-water bottled beverages instead of the bottlers
keeping all of them, and the implementation date for the
nickel deposit on unsweetened bottled water will be re-
viewed at an October 22 hearing (the bill’s implementa-
tion date of October 1 had been postponedto April 1,2010
by Judge Griesa). A provision in the Bigger Better Bottle
Bill that required a unique Universal Product Code for
bottles sold in NY remains enjoined as unconstitutional.
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SSAS Post Office Statement —South Shore
SKimmer is published monthly from September

wl. through December and February through
R= May by South Shore Audubon Society,
P.0. Box 31, Freeport, N 11520-0031.

Explore the coast
with the

AMERICAN
LITTORAL SOCIETY

ASSATEAGUE ISLAND / CHINCOTEAGUE REFUGE
EXTENDED WEEKEND (Nov. 5-8). Join us for our 25th year
at this great wildlife area. See wild ponies, 1000s of snow
geese, lots of shorebirds, ducks, bald eagles, and maybe a
river otter. Cost: $365 includes 3 nights lodging at Refuge
Motor Inn (heated pool, jacuzzi, observation deck), ali guided
walks, plus an “All-You-Can-Eat” seafood dinner.

NEW YORK AQUARIUM (Saturday, November 14). Meet
10 a.m. at entrance in Coney Island for a 2-1/2 hour “behind-
the-scenes” tour given by veteran educator Bob Cummings.
See walrus, beluga whales, sea turtles, sharks, penguins,
sea otters, and, of course, “Squirt, the Wonder Ciam.” Cost:
$25 (kids $15). To reserve, send check to American Littoral
Society at address below.

MONTAUK WINTER WEEKEND (January 8-10). Spend
weekend at luxurious Manor House (heated pool, jacuzzi,
sauna, spacious lobby w/ fireplaces). See hundreds of sea
ducks, loons, scoters, eiders, and visit seal haulout sites.
Easy hikes along beach, woods, and bluffs. Cost: $345
includes 2 nights, 5 meals, 5 guided hikes, 2 evening
programs, star watch, and free pickup at LIRR station.
Leaders: Mickey Cohen and Don Riepe.

For information and free field trip brochure,
call/write Don Riepe, (718) 318-9344, driepe@nyc.rr.com,
28 West 9th Road, Broad Channel, NY 11693; www.alsnyc.org.




SO THIS IS WHY WE DO IT
Report from the Twelfth Year of the SSAS Camp
Scholarship Program
Betly Borowsky

The South Shore Audubon Society conducts a scholar-
ship program that sends children from low-income com-
munities in our catchment area to the summer program at
the Theodore Roosevelt Sanctuary and Audubon Center
for one week each year. We have been conducting this
program every summer since 1998. Each year we work
with a different school district, asking administrators and
teachers to select eligible disadvantaged youngstersinthe
fourth orfifth grades toreceive the scholarship. SSAS pays
for tuition and for the bus.

Every year, just before the program begins, I vow I will
never do this again. It takes alot of time to organize all the
pieces—remember, we are a volunteer organization offering
a service to public schools — we can'’t tell anybody what
to do —we must ask, request, cajole, follow up. But every
year [ change my mind the instant [ meet our children.

This year was no exception. We sent nine wonderful
children from the Uniondale School District to the pro-
gram this summer. To give you an idea of our challenges:
The Uniondale School District sent me the names of 30
deserving children whose families had already indicated
they wished to send their child to the program. Of those
30, the families of only 12 filled out the necessary forms
(the forms are not onerous, but I think that some families
simply do not understand what needs to be done — some
only speak foreign languages, and some may not be able
to read at all). Of those 12, nine actually wound up
attending. The reasons why the three did not attend are:

@ One child’s mother broke her leg the weekend before
camp and had to send the child to his aunt’s house in
Queens while she was in the hospital.

@ I am actually not sure of this one — but I think the
mother confused the day camp with school. The family is
Spanish speaking, and although I have some information
in Spanish, the forms are not.

® But this was the worst — the child could not attend
because she had to babysit her infant sibling. This is a ten-
year-old child we’re talking about.

BUT the ones who did attend loved it. On our first day

there really were lots of mosquitoes — it had been pretty
wet this summer, and we werereally all bothered by them.

) -, Therewerealsoyellowjackets andlots of worms.
A \N Well, one little girl was not happy. She started by

\ saying “when are we going in?” Well, not at all,
unless it rains. “I hate bugs.” You don't have to come to-
morrow if you're not having a good time. And finally: “I
HATE nature.”

Well, by lunchtime she was eager to feel a daddy long-
legs onherarm (“does ittickle?”). She had lots of questions
aboutthe turtle that was displayed and discussed. And not
only did she come the next day, but she was soon the first

into everything, including the marine invertebrates the
children collected at the water. [ really think we made a
difference to this little girl. And this is why we do it.

As always, we have lots of people to thank. I wish to
thank the Superintendent of Uniondale schools, Dr. Wil-
liam Lloyd, as well as our liaison, Mr. Arthur Registre. |
want to thank all the teachers who participated by select-
ing eligible children. Thank you to Aaron Virgin, Chrissy
Albanese, and the counselors at TR for working with our
ever-changing needs. And I would like to acknowledge
our chaperones (we must have two adults accompany the
children on the bus): Anne Mehlinger, Dolores Rogers,
Mary Jane Russell, and especially Gloria Berkowitz and
Marianne Gumbs. Thank you also to Marilyn Hametz,
whomadereminder phone calls to the families. And thank
you to Wendy Murbach who agreed to be available to
substitutein the event someone could notmakeit one day.

My only regret is that we did not manage to send more
children. If you have any suggestions, let me know!
Meanwhile — look for my complaining next year.
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BACKYARD SURVEY DATA NEEDED!
Joe Grupp

For several years, SSAS’s Research Committee has
been conducting a study to document the bird species
found in the SSAS area and to estimate their numbers, We
greatly appreciate input from anyone that feeds and/or
observes birds in their yard or neighborhood. Please do
nothesitate to submit your observations, evenif you make
only very few.

Simply record the date, time, and the number or ap-
proximate number of each species. At the end of each
month, please mail or e-mail your record to me at the
appropriate address listed below, or hand it to me at our
monthly meeting. Survey sheets are available at SSAS
events and at ssaudubon.org or you can create your own.

Please mail your data to Mr. J. Grupp, Research Chair-
person, 660 Edgemere Ave., Uniondale, NY 11553 or e-
mail Birdstudyjoeg02@aol.com.
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SSAS HIGH SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIPS

Joe Landesberg

Four awards were made by SSAS to graduating high
school seniors this year. These students excelled in their
studies and will be attending college in the fall. Each
anticipates pursuing an environmentally related course of
study based in either biology or chemistry. The students
are as follows: Carey Ferber from Oceanside H.S., Michael
Lieto from Baldwin H.S., Kerriann Mc Fadden from South
Side H.S. in Rockville Centre, and Kelly Jewels from
Freeport H.S. We wish them all good luck.
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BROOKSIOE PRESERVE

We wish to thank the SSAS members who participated
inourinvasive-plantremoval effort on Thursday, Septem-
ber 3: Marianne Gumbs, Wendy Murbach, Alice & Rory
O’Connor, George Peters, Bill Scanlon, Steve Schellenger,
Don Temple, and the early-arriving volunteer whose name
is missing from this list.

A Chance to See Your Name in the Skimmer. Please
joinus atourfall cleanup on Sunday, October 18 (details
are in the President’s Message). If you're unfamiliar with
Brookside, which borders Milburn Creek in Freeport/
Baldwin and is managed by SSAS, you're encouraged to
visit ssaudubon.org to view our trail guide booklet.
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LOCAL NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE STAFFING

Editor’s note: The following is excerpted from “Wildlife
Sanctuaries Shortchanged,” an article in last winter’s
America’s Wilderness newsletter from The Wilderness
Society.

A September (2008) report by the Government Ac-
countability Office (GAO) found that refuges do not have
adequate resources to meet their goals and keep pace with
concerns such as invasive species and law enforcement...
Since 2004, about 375 positions have been eliminated,
and at least a third of the 548 refuges have no staff at all.

Rachel Carson National Wildlife Refuge in southern
Maine has one enforcement officer to cover its 11 units.
“And he’s based in Rhode Island, at least three hours
away,” noted Ward Feurt, who manages the refuge. Sono
one noticed when an adjoining property owner built a
garage and paved a driveway right onto the refuge... “It
would make a big difference in our endangered species work
ifwehad staffto educate arearesidents and enforce rules.”

Such problems also plague nine sanctuaries managed
jointly as the Long Island National Wildlife Refuge Com-
plex. “ATVs are damaging and fragmenting wildlife habi-
tat and disturbing a variety of species,” says Deborah
Long, the refuge manager. She has one enforcement
officer on her nine-person staff... “We have a half million
visitors a year, and we simply can’t provide the services,
including nature education, that we would like to.” One of
justtwo biologists on her staff, Alex Chmielewski, struggles
tofend offinvasive species, a scourge that the GAO report
found s aserious problem at half the refuges. “A few years
ago an aggressive groundcover named black swallow-
wort turned up here. It’s a strangling vine that came here
from southwestern Europe and is forcing out native veg-
etation. There is evidence that monarch butterflies are
prone to lay their eggs on this vine and that their larvae
rarely survive.” He says that if there were more employees
it would be possible to detect and attack such species
before they become too entrenched.
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JERRY BISHOP ENVIRONMENTAL SCHOLARSHIPS
Belsy Gulolta & Wendy Murbach

College scholarships were awarded at SSAS’s annual
dinnerin June. Once again, they were generously donated
by longtime member Evelyn Bishop in memory of her
husband, Jerry, who too was very active in South Shore
Audubon’s activities. This year’s winners were:

Neil Duncan, from Long Beach, working towards his
Masters of Science (MS) in Biology at Hofstra University.
Under Dr. Russell Burke, he is studying the diamondback
terrapins (pictured) at Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge, look-

ing at the dispersal and predation of them. He graduated

from the University of Vermont with a BS, and
hasworked at the American Museum of Natural
:;Ef History, New York State Department of Envi-
« - ronmental Conservation, U.S. Forest Service,
and the Town of Islip’s Division of Shellfish Management.
John Luniewski, from Glendale, NY, working towards
his MS in Environmental Studies at Adelphi University. He
is focusing on sustainable efficient energy systems and is
interested in lessening the human impact on natural eco-
systems. He has worked at the Bronx Zoo in the Depart-
ment of Ornithology, and plans to work the summers
monitoring the Piping Plover populations at the National
Park Service’s Breezy Point property.
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Phone: (516)931-1445
Fax: (516)931-1467
E-Mail: igklcpa@aol.com

LEONARD G. KONSKER

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

Konsker and Company, LTD
550 W. Old Country Rd., Suite 101

Hicksville, New York 11801
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A WORD ABOUT YOUR MAILING LABEL

In case you're wondering why “or current resident” is
now appearing on your mailing label: The U.S. Postal
Service expanded its “move update” requirement to in-
clude all standard-class mail (it previously only covered
presorted first-class mail). Alternatively, SSAS would have
to verify everyone’s residency at least every 95 days by
paying the U.S.P.S. for each Skimmer needing an address
change and then attempt to update National Audubon’s
contractor’s monthly spreadsheet files accordingly (from
which we print our labels); worse, the four-month gap
before the September issue would require paying a com-
mercial processing service to update that issue’s mailing
label file.
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NATURE TALES FROM A WANDERER
Same Summer Observalions from
Hempstead Lake State Park
Joe Grupp

One of the projects carried out by the SSAS Research
Committee, which I chair, is the documentation of the bird
species and their numbers at the south end of Hempstead
Lake State Park. A team of observers meets there each
Thursday morning at 8:00 a.M. to survey the area. Fol-
lowing the same route each time, the bird species are
observed and their numbers recorded. The observations
are then logged into a computer program and a formal
record of the bird population using that portion of the park
is established. Being there each week also provides each
of the individual participants an opportunity to observe
some of the nesting activity in the park and make other
observations.

Very early in the summer, a Blue-gray Gnatcatcher was
found nesting in a tree. It was there a second and third
week before we no longer found it. Our guess is that it
raised and fledged its young. Of course, other more di-
sastrous things could have happened.

A week or so after first spotting the Gnatcatcher, an
Eastern Wood-Pewee’s nest was found in a tree not very
far from the tree where the Gnatcatcher’s was found. This
nest was on a low branch of the tree but a fair distance
above our heads. The fact that it was on a lower branch
made it fairly easy to observe, as there were not a lot of

B leaves to hide it. The nest was fastened at
the base of a fork in the branch. Each
Thursday we would make a point of find-
ing that nest again. We were even listen-
ingfor thelong, drawn-outsong of the bird,
“Pee-a-Weeee,” long before we got to the
tree. AWood-Pewee (pictured) could be seen
sitting on the nest for a few Thursdays in a row and
frequently another could be heard close by. Then one
week the nest was empty but you could hear calls nearby,
and even catch a glimpse of young fledglings and a busy
parent providing some food for them.

The nest was vacant for a few weeks and then we found
a bird sitting in it again. We assumed that a second brood
was being incubated. The last time [ saw a bird on that
nest, it was sitting quite high in it. My guess is that it was
protecting young birds. It was the last time I saw the nest
occupied. However, Eastern Wood-Pewees were heard in
the area for a few weeks after that.

At one point during the summer, we kept finding an
American Redstart in a wooded area. We thought there
could be a nest nearby but never found one. One day we
did find an American Redstart feeding a young bird but not
in the same wooded area. Was it the same bird we had
previously seen? Who knows? This Redstart was doing
another bird’s work; the bird it was feeding was a young
Brown-headed Cowbird. Cowbirds simply lay their eggs

in another species’ nest and avoid the work of raising their
own offspring. Poor Redstart!

Yet another nester was found in the same wooded area
where we suspected a Redstart was nesting. We observed
it as the breeding season was winding down. It was a
White-eyed Vireo and it looked disheveled, worn, and
ragged. To me it was not only an observation of a particu-
lar bird but also an observation of the physical demands a
bird must tolerate as it produces the next generation of its
species.

These summer observations, along with others, were
shared at least in part or even initially discovered by
members of our survey team. The team consists of Bill
Hollweg, Rick Kopitsch, Rich Kopsco, Joe Landesberg,
Jeannette Miller, Dolores Rogers, Mary Jane Russell,
Steve Schellenger, and me. No one member of the team
was there for all of the Thursdays, but it was gratifying to
know that surveys were made even when I was not able to
be there.

“Bonus observations” were also enjoyed periodically
during the summer. Among them were:

% the activity, numerous burrows, and surrounding
piles of earth made by cicada wasps on a large field

*k asnapping turtle digging a nestin which to lay its eggs

*k the work of a predator as evidenced by a turtle’s nest
where the ground had been disturbed and empty leathery
eggshells lay scattered

 a box turtle wandering across a path

There were other observations but the one I was sorry
I was not there for was one when a garter snake grabbed
a frog that was much too large for it to swallow. It was the
frog’s lucky day; it got away. It was the snake’s unlucky
day; it was still hungry.

Thursdays at Hempstead Lake State Park this summer
provided numerous interesting observations of the natu-
ral world. ,
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SMALL STORAGE SPACE NEEDED
Michasel Sperling

Because SSAS has never had an office, our modest
accumulation of historical stuff (mostly paper) has been
stored in boxes that have been passed on from president
to president. Our current president has no storage space
available, so as her predecessor I've begun my fifth year of
safeguarding this stuff, in addition to which Therese Lucas
and I have the chapter’s boxes of supplies for special
events, decades of newsletters, and boxes of items do-
nated for raffles. We're about to have renovation work
done at our house and would greatly appreciate it if
someone would temporarily store some of the preceding
in a safe space. If you can store boxes for a year or more
and are inclined to examine the contents, there's prece-
dentfor designating you as the chapter’s official historian/
archivist. To volunteer your space, please contact me at
mssperling@optonline.net or call 221-3921 (evenings).
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MOCKINGBIRDS IN FICKLE CLIMATES

Editor’s note: The following is a press release sent by the
Cornell Lab of Ornithology.

Why are some birds simple singers and others vocal
virtuosos? Researchers at the National Evolutionary
Synthesis Center (NESCent), the Cornell Lab of Omni-
thology, and McGill University suspect that inconsistent
climates may play a role.

A large-scale study of mockingbirds in diverse habitats
reveals that species in more variable climes sing more
complex tunes. “As environments become more variable
or unpredictable, song displays become more elaborate,”
said Carlos Botero, a postdoctoral researcher at NESCent
in Durham, NC. NESCent is a National Science Founda-
tion funded collaborative research center operated by
Duke University, the University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill, and North Carolina State University.

Local climate patterns are good indicators of how
challenginglifeisin a given location, Botero said. “Survival
andreproductionbecome more complicated when weather
patterns are unpredictable, because youdon’tknow when
food will be available or how long it will be around,” he
explains. What's more, the consequences of picking a
mediocre mate are magnified in harsher climes. “In really
difficult or demanding environments, you would expect
females to be choosier,” he said.

“Male mockingbirds sing primarily to impress mates,”
said Botero. Superior singing skills are a cue that amale is
a good catch. “Complexity of song display — how many
song types abird sings, how hard the songs are —is a good
predictor of the quality of the individual,” said Botero.
“Males that sing more complex songs tend to carry fewer
parasites, and have offspring that are more likely to sur-
vive.”

Songbirds aren’t born knowing their songs,
however; they havetolearn them over time. Since birdsong
is alearned behavior, Botero and colleagues suspect that
song-learning ability may also be a display of learning
ability in general. The bird equivalent of sparkling con-
versation, complex songs may indicate which males have
not only brawn, but also brainpower. “Birds that sing
better are telling others, at least indirectly: Hey, 'm a
good learner,” said Botero.

More importantly, singing skills may be a sign that
males are clever enough to cope with iffy environments.
“Individuals that are more intelligent tend to be better able
to compensate for the difficulties of unpredictable cli-
mates. For example, if some individuals are able to invent
new foraging techniques, then they are going to be better
at surviving harsh winters than the poor guys who only
know one way to forage,” Botero said. “The more intelli-
gent you are, the more resourceful you are, and the more
curve balls you're able to handle.”

To see if there was a correlation between climate and
song, Botero searched sound archives around the world
and embarked on a solo tour of the southern hemisphere
to record bird songs in the wild. Armed with supersensi-
tiverecording equipment, Botero trekked his way through
desert, jungle, scree, and scrub in search of -
mockingbirds in song. Botero’s recordings
—nearly 100 tracks from 29 mockingbird 88
species — will enhance preexisting 48
sound archives by filling in gaps for
species for which high-quality re-
cordings weren’t previously 4 ,
available (our Northern Mockingbird is pictured with
permission, copyright Sue deLearie Adair).

Back in the States, Botero used computer programs to
convert each sound recording — a medley of whistles,
warbles, trills, and twitters — into a sonogram, or sound
graph. Like a musical score, the complex pattern of lines
and streaks in a sonogram enables scientists to see and
visually analyze sound.

Botero and colleagues then painstakingly analyzed each
snippet of song and compared their patterns to a database
oftemperature and precipitation records. Theresearchers
found that species subject to more variable and unpre-
dictable climates had more elaborate song displays.

The connection between birdsong and climate is new
and somewhat surprising, Botero explains. “We’re con-
necting two dots that were far away before.”

For Botero and his colleagues, the next step is to see
whether this pattern holds true for other animals. By
studying animal communication, Botero ultimately hopes
to shed light on how language evolved in humans. “You
can’t help but wonder what is it about humans that made
our vocal communication so incredibly complicated

compared to other animals,” Botero said.

“It has long been hypothesized that one reason why
humans have such exaggerated displays—notjustlanguage,
but music, art, and even math - is because females have
selected for signals of intelligence,” explains Botero.

“What we have now is a nice arena — outside of humans
— where we can test these ideas and start understanding
processes that are fundamentally important for our own
species.”

The team’s findings were published in the July 14 issue
of the journal Current Biology (www.cell.com/
current-biology).




NASSAU COUNTY IS SELLING PRESERVE LAND
TO A DAY CAMP
Michael Sperling

At its June meeting, SSAS’s board voted to strongly
oppose the sale of 3.86 acres of Roosevelt Preserve to the
Coleman Country Day Camp. Unfortunately, on Septem-
ber 9, the Nassau County Legislature approved the sale,
11-8, in a nearly party-line vote where Denise Ford sided
with the prevailing Democrats.

Thesaleis an “alienation of parkland” according to New
York State law and therefore must be approved by two
sessions of the NYS Legislature. We consider it to be a
dangerous precedent and ask you to write to your local
State Senator and Assembly memberattheir [ "=
local offices (addresses are at ssaudubon.org), 3
urging them to reject this sale of public pre-
serve land to a private company. Letters are
best, but an e-mail or phone call is helpful too. ==

Roosevelt Preserve is located on the western side of the
Meadowbrook State Parkway and consists of 73 acres that
were acquired in 1981 as part of Nassau County’s pur-
chase of 1,750 acres that were formerly part of New York
City’s watershed. The preserve was designated in 1989
via an ordinance that identified the property as “having
geological, ecological, and environmental significance,”
under the previous year’s Land Preservation Law; this
law’s purposeis “to protect and preserve in perpetuity the
natural, environmental, historical, and scenicresources of
the County of Nassau.”

Backin 1972, the County hadissued apermit to Coleman
Country Day Camp’s predecessor, Camp Baumann, to
use a portion of this acreage near Babylon Turnpike in
Freeport for certain purposes; in 1984, Coleman was
issued a similar permit. In 2005, the permit was revoked
due to the construction of unauthorized structures and
violations of the freshwater wetlands regulations of the
NYS Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC);
this was later rectified under a consent order, with the
annual permit fee greatly increased to $52,500 and the
existence of “temporary structures” approved by the DEC.
As of last spring, the 3.86 acres being sold by the County
to the adjacent camp included “four scenic bridges, an
archery area, acorral forhorseback riding, asand court for
playing horseshoes, a rope course, a wooden boat ramp
and boats for canoeing, paddle boating, and fishing, a
small storage shed for life preservers and paddles, a
seasonal seating area for music, picnics, a 1,600-foot
hiking trail for nature walks, a pony trail, nature kiosks, a
seasonal cooking area, bird feeders to facilitate bird-
watching, and other activities receiving written approval
from the DEC Bureau of Habitat. Coleman Country Day
Camp has agreed to maintain the property in its current
natural state and to not disturb the natural environment
except for the few temporary structures used in connec-
tion with the operation of the camp” (quoting from a

>
#

summary compiled by the Nassau County Department of
Real Estate Planning & Development in support of the
sale).

The sale includes a reverter clause so that property
ownership would go back to Nassau County if the adjacent
propertyis no longer a camp orif the DEC’s consent order
is violated. Prior to the Legislature’s vote, the sale was
approved by the County’s Open Space and Advisory
Committee, the County Planning Commission, and (in
August) the Legislature’s Finance and Rules Committees.

The property was appraised at $550,000 and is being
soldfor $650,000, of which $317,500 goes to New York City
under the terms of the 1981 sale. The County’s Open
Space Fund will receive 5% of the remaining $332,500,
with therest going to the County’s Building Consolidation
Plan.

SSAS’s board opposes the sale of any County preserve
land to any buyers. We hope you agree and will let your
elected officials know what you think about the Coleman
Country Day Camp'’s acquisition of acreage whose regu-

lations they have previously violated.
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« BIRD WALKS o

Steve Schellenger

Allwalks start at 9:30 A.m.; no walk if it rains. Any ques-
tions? Call Steve at 987-8103. Directions and summaries
may be found at ssaudubon.org.

Sep. 27* Massapequa Preserve (LIRR N.E. lot)

Oct. 4 Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge

Oct. 11 Hempstead Lake State Park (Southern
State Parkway Exit 18 south, Field #3)

Oct. 18 Point Lookout Town Park, S.E. corner
(and Lido Preserve afterwards)

Oct. 25 Jones Beach West End #2, N.E. corner

Nov. 1 Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge

* Note: The ongoing Streamflow Augmentation and Pond
Restoration Project at Massapequa Preserve may resultin
a detour from our usual route along the paved path; if you
arrive late, follow any detour signs to find us.
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RARE BIRD ALERT (212) 979-3070
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SSAS Mission Statement—The mission of South
Shore Audubon Society is to promote environmen-
tal education; conduct research pertaining to local
bird populations, wildlife, and habitat; and pre-
serve and restore our environment, through respon-
sible activism, for the benefit of both people and
wildlife.
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BECOME A MEMBER OF SSAS
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Think Globally; but Join Locally!

Option 1. You can join SSAS for a year by sending $15
payable to South Shore Audubon Society using the form
below. Quraddressis P.O.Box 31, Freeport, NY 11520-0031.

Option 2. To join NAS and your all-volunteerlocal chapter,
you can help SSAS survive NAS’s major dues-share cutbacks
by joining Audubon through us for the same price that it costs
ifyou join through NAS (we get $0 unless you join through us).
Mail the form below and your check payable to National
Audubon Society to SSAS at the address above. The special
rate for the first year is $20 per household; $15 for students
and seniors.

Renewing?Please send NASrenewals directly to NAS (we
now get §0 for all NAS renewals),

Donations to SSAS are always welcome!
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Yes, I'd like to join: O SSAS only (O National Audubon too

NAME:
ADDRESS:

PHONE NO.:

E-MAIL:
Chapter Code R15 7XCH (South Shore Audubon Society)
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