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NEXT MEETING
Enid Klein
DATE: Tuesday, November 15, 2005
REASON: Library Will Be Closed on 2nd Tuesday

TIME: 7:30 pm.
PLACE: Freeport Memorial Library
144 W. Merrick Rd. (at S. Ocean Ave.)

SPEAKER: Tom Damiani
TOPIC: From Sparrows to Bluebirds

In this month’s program, Tom Damiani will show us
how he started an Eastern Bluebird trail on Shelter Island
at a horse farm across the street from where a school
group’s boxes mainly had House Sparrows nesting in
them. Using nonlethal methods, he was able to completely

exclude House Sparrows from nestingin theboxesandto

eventually entice bluebirds to nest on the trail.

Tom is the founder of Birdworks Inc., which fosters
avian awareness (you can visit www.birdworksinc.com
for info). He is certified as a natural sound recordist and a
natural resources interpreter, and works for The Nature
Conservancy at Mashomack Preserve on Shelter Island as
Visitor Center Coordinator and Volunteer Coordinator. He
hasbeenbirding for over 25 years and presented a program
on birding by ear to us five years ago. He has alsoled SSAS
on a walk at Mashomack.

Pre-Meeting Program on Birds. Starting at 7 p.M. each
month, Scott Oglesby and Jim Remsen discuss birds in the
room beyond our coffee-break tables. Topic suggestions
for future talks are welcome.

Bylaws Vote. As detailed in last month’s Skimmer, this
meeting will include a vote to amend SSAS’s bylaws
regarding when our budget is approved and published.
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Parking Lots. In addition to the parking lot adjacent to
the Freeport Memorial Library, there’s alightly used, well-
lit, and fairly close municipal lot on the east side of S.
Ocean Ave., on the near (south) side of the Gulf station that
borders Sunrise Highway. Also, SSAS has a verbal pledge
from neighboring Citibank that cars will no longer be
towed from their lot during our meetings, but we can’t
guarantee this.
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SSAS Mission Statement— The mission of South
Shore Audubon Societyis to promote environmental
education; conduct research pertaining to local
bird populations, wildlife, and habitat; and preserve
and restore our environment, through responsible

activism, for the benefit of both people and wild-
[ife.
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EXTINCTION BILL APPROVED BY U.S. HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES

Editor’s note: The following Armchair Activist alert was
sent to members of National Audubon'’s Letter of the Month
Club and, [ predict, distributed at our October general
meeting (along with a sample letter). If you want to have
alerts mailed to you, call SSAS’s Mary Jane Russell at 766-
7397; to receive them faster by e-mail, write to NAS at
audubonaction@audubon.org.

Pombo’s “Extinction Bill” Must Be Stopped in the
Senate: Tell Your Senators to Protect Endangered
Species

On September 29, 2005, the House of Representatives
passed Congressman Richard Pombo’s (R-CA) so-called
“Extinction Bill.” The legislation, H.R. 3824 (Threatened
and Endangered Species Recovery Act of 2005), would
gut the Endangered Species Act, our nation’s core pro-
gram aimed at bringing back birds and wildlife from the
brink of extinction. Ifit becomes law, the “Extinction Bill”
would substantially limit the government’s responsibility



to protect America’s most vulnerable birds and
wildlife. Specifically, the legislation would:

*Eliminate habitat protections for endangered species. The
“Extinction Bill” would severely limit the federal
government’s responsibility to protectland considered to
be critical habitat to insure the survival of endangered
species. Instead, the legislation would require that recov-
ery plans identify areas of “special value to the conserva-
tion of the species.” Unlike “critical habitat,” the term
“areas...of special value” is not defined by the legislation
and is therefore subject to politically motivated interpre-
tations of what constitutes an area of “special value.”

*Benefit wealthy special interests at the expense of endan-
gered wildlife. Rep. Pombo worked closely with represen-
tatives of wealthy special interests who stand to benefit
from a weakening of the Endangered Species Act. For
example, one of the provisions in the “Extinction Bill”
would force the federal government to pay developers,
loggers, and other special interests for complying with the
law, with no limit on the number of claims that could be
brought for compensation.

*Give special breaks to polluters whose activities harm
endangered birds and wildlife like the Bald Eagle. Despite the
fact that our nation’s symbol, the Bald Eagle, was placed
on the Endangered Species list due to threats from the
deadly pesticide DDT, Pombo’s bill would cut wildlife
experts out of the process of approving harmful
pesticides. This would take away the ability under the
Endangered Species Act to stop pesticide use even when
it is necessary to prevent extinction.

The U.S. Senate is now poised to take up a similar bill,
so it is essential that your Senators hear from you. Birds
like the Ivory-Billed Woodpecker, Whooping Crane, and
California Condor need the protection of this critically
important conservation law. Tell Congress that you expect
them to uphold the Endangered Species Act, for the critically
imperiled birds and wildlife that can’t speak for themselves!

Editor's sequel: The House vote was 229-193, with 193
Republicans and 36 Democrats voting aye; 34 Republi-
cans, 158 Democrats, and 1 Independent voted no. Nassau
County’s Congressmen and Congresswoman voted }
along party lines, with one aye and twonoes. You feu
can write to Senators Clinton and Schumer at
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 20510 or contact ff
them through www.senate.gov. The bill was
sent to the Senate’s Committee on Environment and
Public Works on September 30; Senator Clinton is a
member of that committee.
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SSAS Post Office Statement — South Shore
Skimmer is published monthly from September
(b through December and February through
RE May by South Shore Audubon Society,
P.0. Box 31, Freeport, NY' 11520-0031.
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WE'RE SELLING AUDUBON CALENDARS!

SSAS is selling discounted Audubon Songbirds & Other
Backyard Birds calendars at bird walks and after meetings
for $12, tax-free. The list priceis $12.95 for these “picture-
a-day” wall calendars, which feature one large photo each
month, surrounded by smaller photos.
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BIRDSEED SALE REMINDER

Last month’s Skimmer contained our annual birdseed
order form and the preordering deadline was October 17,
>, but extra seed will be available on the
sale date and probably for a short time
afterwards. The sale is on Sunday,
November 6, from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.M,,
in the parking lot of Tackapausha Mu-

: seum (on Washington Avenue in
Seaford, just north of Merrick Road). For information, call
or e-mail Michael Sperling at 221-3921 or
mssperling@optonline.net, or call the sale’s chairperson,
Paul Butkereit, at 593-1994.
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« BIRD WALKS >
Elliolt Kulner

All walks start at 9:30 a.M. except for Pelham Bay; no
walk ifit rains or snows or temperature is below 25°F. Any
questions? Call Elliott at 486-7667. Directions and sum-
maries may be found at ssaudubon.org.

Oct. 23 Norman J. Levy Park and Preserve

Oct. 30 Point Lookout*

Nov. 6 Massapequa Preserve (LIRR N.E. lot)

Nov. 13 Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge

Nov. 20 Jones Beach West End #2, N.E. corner

Nov. 27 Zach’s Bay Parking Field #4, N.E. corner

Dec. 4 Pelham Bay for Owis [pull over to street
on extreme right after going through
Throgs Neck Bridge toll (Pennyfield
Ave.); meet at 9 a.M.; hiking shoes
recommended]

Dec. 11 Zach’s Bay Parking Field #4, N.E. comer

Dec. 18 Jones Beach West End #2, N.E. corner

Dec. 25 Season’s Greetings — No Walk

Jan. 1 Happy New Year — No Walk

Jan. 8 Zach’s Bay Parking Field #4, N.E. corner

* Directions to Point Lookout: Take the Meadowbrook State
Parkway south to Loop Parkway (the exit is just before
Jones Beach’s toll plaza). The Loop Parkway ends at Lido
Boulevard. Continue straight across Lido Boulevard into
Point Lookout Town Park. Travel past the ticket booths
(no fee) into the parking lot on the east side of the park.
Park in the southeast corner, closest to the private homes
of the village of Point Lookout and the beach. We will walk
as a group toward Jones Inlet.



TRICK OR TREAT REMINDER

Therese Lucas

Bring the children to Tackapausha Museum and Pre-
serve on Washington Avenue in Seaford (just north of
Merrick Road’s Pathmark) on Saturday, October 29 for
the annual South Shore Audubon Society Halloween Party.
SSAS will provide arts and crafts, refreshments, and spe-
cial guest Magic Bob. The partyis from 1 to 3 p.m., with the
magic show beginningin the auditorium at approximately
2pM.

To attend, you'll only need to pay the regular museum
admission of $2 for adults and $1 for children (ages 4 to 14;
free for younger children).

Please contact me at 221-3921 or tklwings@
optonline.net to volunteer.
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AX WELCOME NEW MEMBERS &%
Wendy Murbach

One of the wonderful perks that you get from an Audubon
membership is the chance to be a part of your local
Audubon chapter, South Shore Audubon Society.

You are automatically a valued member of this active
and friendly chapter, so please come out to the next
meeting at the Freeport Library from 7:30-9:30 p.m. on the
second Tuesday of the month (third in November) to hear
whatyou can do to help preserve yourlocal environment’s
health and viability, to hear aboutlocal issues that you can
help to solve, and to see an interesting program.

Whether you are a beginning birder or someone with a
large life list, you will enjoy our weekly Sunday bird walks
led by Elliott Kutner, birder extraordinaire. Check out the
special events that are mentioned in this Skimmer. Attend
them yourself, and bring your family and friends too.

You are warmly invited to be an active participantin this
vibrant all-volunteer organization comprised of persons
who, like you, care about the earth we live on, about our
local environment, and about the creatures that live
alongside us.

Our new members since the last Skimmer are:

Baldwin...........ccouunee. Jill T. Sandhaas

Bellmore .................... Jennifer Magids, Robert J. Reilly

East Meadow ............ Paul Borgwald, Jeanette C.
Rosenbaum

Elmont .......ccovvruneecen. Lisa Hamill, Rudy Hlawaty

Floral Park ................ Asha Shah

Franklin Square ........ Gerda Malakassis

Garden City .............. Franklin Perrell

Glen Oaks.................. Marlene Corujo

Hempstead................ Joseph A. Donahue

Hicksville................... Judith Hargrave

Levittown ........c........ Curtis Cook, Daniel Simonson

Massapequa .............. Theodore M. O’Lear, Karin
Piotrowski

Massapequa Park ..... Louise Perla

MerricK .........ccoovenenn Gregory Fariello, Dana C. Lowe

Oceanside ................. Rose J. Marcello

Old Bethpage............ Ronald Maisch

Stewart Manor........... Jeanne C. Rohrbach

Uniondale................... Lewis S. Ranieri

Valley Stream............. Betty Miller, Thomas & Mary Ann
Newman, John T. Verity

Wantagh ..........c.c..c. Alexandra Kitch

West Hempstead ...... Anne L. Wuischpard

Woodmere ................ Esperanza Hernandez

D e e e e e e
(516) 594-0300, Ext 11 Fax: (516) 594-0801

ARTHUR C. SNOW
Certified Public Accountant

41 Front Street, Suite 5 (Second Floor)
Rockville Centre, New York 11570

e-mail: mrblizrd@ix.netcom.com
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Seed - Feeders (516) 694-2180
Houses — Baths

Books — Gifts STILL OPEN!

w ILD BIRD FEE
— BARN —
C WILD BIRD CENTER )
“NEW YORK’S LARGEST WILD BIRD SPECIALTY STORE”

621 Fuiton St. (Rt. 109), Farmingdale, NY 11735
Located between McDonald’s & Dunkin’ Donuts
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ANOTHER REASON TO JOIN OUR E-LIST
Michael 5perling

This Skimmerwas scheduled to be mailed out on Octo-
ber 17, one day before our Pizzeria Uno fund-raiser dinner
and too late to usefully inform most of you that ten days
earlier, Therese Lucas and I had discovered that the
Massapequa location where we’d booked the dinner was
inexplicably nolongerin business. We tried our best to get
the word out to those of you who already had obtained the
required certificates and are sorry if anyone went there in
vain. We hope to schedule an alternative event soon, so
please hold onto any contest posters you made.

[ sentamessage to our e-list about this cancellation and
will do likewise for any future event cancellations (due to
weather or whatever). You can sign up for free at http://
groups.yahoo.com/group/ssas_list; your e-mail address
will not be given to anyone and will be invisible to your
fellow SSAS e-list members unless you choose to send
your own message to the list. The list won't fill your
mailbox with messages, but will let you know alittle more
about what’s happening in SSAS and regarding related
topics that interest our members.



NATURE TALES FROM A WANDERER
A Flock of Sanderlings
Joe Grupp

Wanting to walk on a beautiful, sun filled, comfortable,
fall day, I find myself draping my binoculars over my neck
at Lido Beach as I begin to stroll to the ascending and
retreating surf that divides the white sand of the beach
from the deep blue of the ocean and today’s gentle waves.
When I reach the water’s edge, chance alone has me turn
left and head east along the shore. Before too many steps,
a small flock of sandpipers catches my attention as they
follow the pulse of the surf, feeding on whatever morsels
of food the waters left behind.

By their action and light-gray-and-white color I know
they are Sanderlings. A quick glance through binoculars
confirms theidentification and I walk on. A very shorttime
later, I notice a discoloration well up on
the upper beach that at first seems ¢
to be a large, low pile of scat- &
tered debris. A glance through ¥
binoculars this time, however, ‘
reveals a very large flock of % IR
Sanderlings, many more in number than the 25 orso seen
feeding at the water’s edge a short time ago.

As I identify the mass of birds, the entire flock rises as
if it were a single organism. Each bird’s orientation is
exactly the same as its neighbors and all of the other birds
in the flock. Every movement in the flock of about 250
individual birdsisidenticalin everyinstance of time. Their
identical movements and positioninrelation to each other
create a changing pattern in the low sky as they rise just
above the horizon. The flock rushes out over the sea,
whirls, and turns back; in doing so, it disappears for a split
second and then reappears so that the wing and wing
stripe of each bird are evident, forming a pattern throughout
theflock. Heading back toward the beach, theyland on the
sand side of the receding wave, where the smaller flock is
feeding, and begin pecking on and poking into the wet
sand in a feeding frenzy.

They feed behind the advance and retreat of a very few
waves and then, as the next wave spills ashore, they walk
up the beach as it advances but do not follow it back out.
A group of about a dozen birds continues walking up the
beach, offthe wet sand, to continue on across the dry. The
remainder of the flock follows in such a manner that they
form anarrow column that stretches from the waterline to
the far upper beach. When the lead birds stop at what
seems to be the same location they flew from, the stream
of birds that followed them settlesin toroost around them.

Each individual bird walks up that beach, legs moving
rapidly. The movement of theirlegs, however, islostin the
movement of the flock. The flock seems to flow from a
large mass of birds at waterline through an invisible,
narrow, constricting corridor to become a large mass of
resting birds.

There are theories as to the benefits of the flocking
behavior to the individual bird. Among them are the
finding and exploiting of a food source, increased aware-
ness as to threats such as predators, and a defense against
attack by a predator as the movement of the flock may be
confusing to the attacker. In spite of the brief feeding
frenzy, this observation was not about reasons. It was
about approximately 250 individual birds acting in a flock
where their individual identity was lost and the flock
appeared as an entity of its own.
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BIRD FEEDING BASICS

Editor’s note: The following, written by Stephen W. Kress,
Ph.D,, is taken from a pamphlet published by National
Audubon Society last year, which can be downloaded as
a PDF file from www.audubon.org/bird/at_home/
bird_feeding/index.html.

While most wild birds rely on wild foods formost of their
meals, more than 100 North American species supple-
ment natural foods with birdseed, suet, fruit, and nectar
obtained from feeders. Bird feeding can benefit birds while
also providing pleasure for people throughout the year.
Feeders benefit birds most during the winter, when natural
food supplies are scarce. However, additional species visit
feeders during the spring and fall migrations, and some
nesting birds utilize feeders during the summer.

To keep birds coming back to your feeders, provide
them with three essential elements: the right variety of
quality seed, a source of fresh water for drinking and
bathing, and ample cover, preferably provided by native
plants. Native plants also provide potential nesting sites
and a source of natural food.

Bird feeders also present risks, potentially increasing
the chances of window collisions, predation, and expo-
sure to disease. Following are some tips for safely attract-
ing birds to your feeders.

Locate Feeders at Different Levels. Sparrows, juncos,
and towhees usually feed on the ground, while finches and
cardinals feed in shrubs, and chickadees, titmice, and
woodpeckers feed in trees. To avoid crowding and attract
the greatest variety of species, provide table-like feeders
for ground feeding birds, hopper or tube feeders for shrub
and treetop feeders, and suet feeders well off the ground
for woodpeckers, nuthatches, and chickadees.

Offer a Variety of Seeds in Separate Feeders. A va-
riety of seeds will attract the greatest variety of birds. To
avoid waste, offer different seeds in different feeders.
Black oil sunflower seed appeals to the greatest number of
birds. Offer sunflower seeds, nyjer (thistle) seeds, and
peanuts in separate feeders. When using blends, choose
mixtures containing sunflower seeds, millet, and cracked
corn — the three most popular types of birdseed. Birds
that are sunflower specialists will readily eat the sunflower
seed and toss the millet and corn to the ground, to be eaten
by ground-feeding birds such as sparrows and juncos.



Mixtures of peanuts, nuts, and dried fruit are attractive to
woodpeckers, nuthatches, and titmice. Relatively few
species prefer milo, wheat, and oats, which are featured in
less-expensive blends.

Provide Suet During Cool Weather Only. Suet (beef
fat) attracts insect-eating birds such as woodpeckers,
wrens, chickadees, nuthatches, and titmice. Place the suet
in special feeders or net onion bags at least five feet from
the ground to keep it out of the reach of dogs. Do not put
out suet during hot weather as it can turn rancid; also,
dripping fat can damage natural waterproofing on bird
feathers.

Mix Peanut Butter and Corn Meal. Peanut butter s a
good substitute for suet in the summer. Mix one part
peanut butter with five parts cornmeal and stuff the mix-
ture into holes drilled in a hanging log or into the crevices
of a large pinecone. This all-season mixture attracts
woodpeckers, chickadees, titmice, and, occasionally,
warblers.

Provide Fruit for Berry-Eating Birds. Fruitspecialists
such as robins, waxwings, bluebirds, and mockingbirds
rarely eat birdseed. To attract these birds, soak raisins and
currants in water overnight, then place them on a table
feeder, or purchase blends with a dried fruit mixture. To
attract orioles and tanagers, skewer halved oranges onto
a spike near other feeders, or provide nectar feeders.

Provide Nectar for Hummingbirds. Make a sugar so-
lution of one part white sugar to four parts water. Boil
briefly to sterilize and dissolve sugar crystals; no need to
addred food coloring. Feeders must be washed every few
days with very hot water and kept scrupulously clean to
prevent the growth of mold.

Store Seed in Secure Metal Containers. Store seed in
metal garbage cans with secure lids to protect it from
squirrels and mice. Keep the cans in a cool, dry
location; avoid storing in the heat. Damp seeds
may grow mold that can be fatal to birds. Over-
heating can destroy the nutrition and taste of
sunflower seeds. For these reasons, it’s best not to keep
seed from one winter to the next.

Discourage Squirrels from Consuming Feeder Foods.
Squirrels are best excluded by placing feeders on apolein
an open area. Pole-mounted feeders should be about five
feet off the ground and protected by a cone-shaped baffle
(at least 17" in diameter) or similar obstacle below the
feeder. Locate pole-mounted feeders atleast ten feet from
the nearest shrub, tree, or other tall structure. Squirrel
feeders stocked with blends that are especially attractive
to squirrels and chipmunks can reduce competition for
high-priced foods offered at bird feeders. Locate squirrel
feeders far from bird feeders to further reduce competi-
tion.

Locate Feeders to Reduce Window Collisions. In the
United States, approximately one billion birds die from
flying into windows each year. Protect birds from colli-
sions by placing feeders within three feet of windows, if

possible. Mobiles and opaque decorations hanging out-
side windows also help to prevent bird strikes. Or attach
fruit tree netting outside windows to deflect birds from the
glass.

Keep Cats Indoors. Cats kill hundreds of millions of
birds annually in the United States, often pouncing on
ground-feeding birds and those dazed by window colli-
sions. Responsible and caring cat
owners keep their cats in-
doors, where they are also
safer from traffic, disease,
and fights with other ani-
mals. Outdoor cats are es-
pecially dangerous to birds
in the spring when fledglings are on the ground. Bells on
cat collars are usually ineffective for deterring predation.

Clean Feeders and Rake Up Spilled Grain and Hulls.
Uneaten seed can become soggy and grow deadly mold.
Empty and clean feeders twice a year (spring and fall);
more often if feeders are used during humid summers.
Using a long-handled bottlebrush, scrub with dish deter-
gent and rinse with a powerful hose; then soak in a bucket
of 10%non-chlorine bleach solution, rinse well, and dry in
the sun. In early spring, rake up spilled grain and sunflower
hulls.

Commonly Asked Questions About Feeding Birds

Will Birds Suffer if Feeders Go Empty? Natural food sup-
plies are typically exhausted during winter, as birds con-
sume all the seeds and fruits at one location before moving
on to the next. Similarly, if backyard feeders go empty
while homeowners are on vacation, birds will look else-
where for food. If your neighbors are also providing food,
birds from your feeders will likely spend more time feed-
ing there. Since feeders only supplement natural foods,
most species will not sufferif feeders go empty for days or
even weeks at a time.

How Soon Can Birds Be Expected at New Feeders? It may
be a matter of hours before birds discover new feeders —
or a matter of weeks. The variation depends on the
distance to bird habitat, density of nearby feeders, and the
kinds of birds that might chance on the new feeder
(chickadees, titmice, and House Sparrows are especially
quick to locate new feeders). If there are many feeders in
your neighborhood, birds may find new feeders more
readily, as they already associate feeders with an easy
meal. If birds are slow to find feeders, scatter sunflower
seeds on top of the feeders, and on nearby surfaces such
as bare soil. Bird decoys may help to lure the first visitors,
and other birds will soon notice the new food source.

What Are the Best Times and Weather Conditions to Watch
Feeders? Birds visit feeders most often in the early mormn-
ing, and again justbefore dusk. They use feedersless often
in the afternoon and during rainy weather. In contrast,
snow-covered ground forces sparrows and juncos to con-
gregate at feeders, as these species typically feed on bare
ground.




PHONE (516) 541-2531

JERROLD AXINN, D.D.S., F.A.G.D,, P.C.

Member of SSAS since 1997
Special discaunt for Audubon members

92 OCEAN AVENUE
MASSAPEQUA, N.Y. 11758
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GARDENING FOR LIFE
IN SOUTHEASTERN PENNSYLVANIA

Editor’s note: 1 recently received a copy of The Audubon
At Home Guide to Gardening for Life in Southeastern Penn-
sylvania, which was published this year by Bucks County
Audubon Society and National Audubon Society. The 84-
page spiral book, which includes photographs and various
lists of recommended plants, can be downloaded for free
(in ten pieces) from http://www.audubon.org/bird/
at_home/GuidetoGardeningForLife_PA html; purchased
for $9.95 from Bucks County Audubon Society, 6324
Upper York Road, New Hope, PA 18938; or ordered by
writing to AudubonAtHome@audubon.org. Here is a list
of the ten pieces.

1) Introduction, Table of Contents, How to Use This
Book

2) Habitat Gardening — Create a lively yard by making a
plan, deciding what you want to keep, what you want to
add, and implementing some healthy yard practices. See
how an incredible private garden combines suburban
practicality with features specifically placed for birds,
butterflies, and other wildlife.

3) Lawn Alternatives — Reducing your lawn is a key
element to creating a healthy yard. Cutting down on lawn
size will subsequently reduce water use, the need for
pesticides and fertilizer, and hours of maintenance. Read
about residents of an urban dwelling on a small lot and
how they transformed their grassy areas into models of
biodiversity.

4) Living with Wetlands — Restoring riparian buffers
(streamside vegetation zones) is an important conserva-
tion issue in this region and many others. The value of
streams, creeks, rivers, and ponds cannot be overstated. ..
many bird species, aquatic wildlife, and other animals
depend on the heatlth of such systems.

5) Working With Rain— With an average of 42 inches per
year falling in the Philadelphia region, rain presents a
number of challenges: flooding, erosion, gardening. There
are some creative and practical ways to avert theseissues,
including the creation of a rain garden, where water-
loving plants persuade water to slowly seep into the
ground, instead of running down the street picking up
pollutants along the way.

6) Large Spaces —Big buildings on biglandis a common
sight throughout the northeast. The burden that lawns
present on smaller lots is multiplied many times over on
corporate campuses and other large developments.

7) Deer - In a word, trouble. Their ravenous appetites
and overgrown populations are wreaking havoc on eco-
systems and home landscapes throughout the northeast.
The guide offers some hard facts and a vegetation list
culled from regional resources that offer “plants deer like
least.”

8) Ecology, Soil, and Plant Communities - Here’s anew
perspective on gardening... one that takes into account
the interaction between plants, insects, and other organ-
isms. Putting in some native plants is great, but creating
self-sustaining plant communities is something even
greater. It is not complex... it’s natural.

9) Wildlife Lists — From birds to beneficial insects and
everything in between, this section provides lists that
make up the living heritage of our region.

10) Contacts, Resources, and Contributors
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RARE BIRD ALERT (212) 979-3070
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OUR WEB SITE (incl. online store) www.ssaudubon.org
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NASSAU COUNTY POLLUTION HOTLINE 739-6666
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Explore the coast
with the

- AMERICAN
LITTORAL SOCIETY

ASSATEAGUE FALL WEEKEND (Nov. 3-6). Visit Chinco-
teague Refuge and Assateague National Seashore, Virginia.
See bald eagle, river otter, sika deer, snow geese, wild
ponies, shorebirds, raptors, other migrating birds. Cost: $325
incl. Refuge Inn, marsh boat tour, guided hikes, etc.

NEW YORK AQUARIUM (Sat., Nov. 19). Meet 10 a.m. at
entrance in Coney Island for a 2-1/2 hour "Behind-the-
Scenes“ tour. See beluga whale, walrus, sea otter, penguins,
sea turtles, sharks, lots more. Cost: $20 (kids $10). Call Don.
MONTAUK WINTER WEEKEND (Jan. 6-8). See thousands
of waterbirds, incl. loons, eiders, long-tailed ducks, scoters,
etc. Cost: $325 incl. luxurious Manor House (heated pool,
Jacuzzi, spacious lobby with fireplaces), 5 meals, 5 hikes, 2
evening programs, and star watch. Free LIRR pickup.

SOUTH FLORIDA (Jan. 28 to Feb. 5). Visit the best birding
and wildlife areas, incl. Everglades, Ding Darling,
Loxahatchee, Corkscrew Swamp, Big Cypress Preserve,
Wakodahatchee boardwalk, Okeeheelee County Park. Cost:
$1,595 incl. airfare, lodging, park fees, vans, guides, sunset
boat cruise, welcome barbecue, and most meals.

ICELAND (July 12-24). Our 6th trip to this natural wonderland.
For information and free field trip brochure,

call/write Don Riepe, (718) 318-9344, donriepe@aol.com,
28 West 9th Road, Broad Channel, NY 11693; www.alsnyc.org.




SSAS BACKYARD BIRD SURVEY

The Research Committee is conducting a study to document the bird species found in the SSAS geographical area and
to make some estimates as to their numbers. We request input from anyone that feeds and/ or observes birds in their yard
or neighborhood. If you would like to participate in this program, we would greatly appreciate it.

To participate, simply record the birds that you see in your yard, neighborhood, or at your feeder; the date, time, and
the number or approximate number of each species; and fill in the table provided below. If you have more recordings than
lines in the table, please attach an additional piece of paper to the table and submit the additional recordings in the same
manner. At the end of each month, please mail or e-mail your record to me at the appropriate address listed below, orhand
it to me at our monthly meeting. Additional survey sheets are available at SSAS events.

Please do nothesitate to submit your observations, even if you have been able to make only very few. WE NEED YOUR
INPUT!

Dates: From to

Date Time Species No. Date Time Species No.

Submitted by:

Address:

Phone number:

Please send to: Mr. J. Grupp, Research Chairperson
660 Edgemere Ave., Uniondale NY 11553
or
E-mail: Birdstudyjoeg02@aol.com
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South Shore Audubon Society
P.O. Box 31
Freeport, NY 11520-0031

A CHAPTER OF THE NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY
Americans Committed to Conservation

FORWARDING SERVICE REQUESTED

Ty
‘a PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER

DATED MATERIAL

2005-2006 OFFICERS, DIRECTORS, AND
COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS

Michael Sperling, President & Skimmer Editor ..... 221-3921
Wendy Murbach, Vice Pres. & Membership ......... 546-6303

Laurie Luxner Raisher, Treasurer .............ccceccuueees 378-4025
Christine Schmitt, Recording Secy. & Educ........... 887-7713
Alice Blaustein, Corresponding Secretary ............. 221-1870
Jim Brown, Director (6/08)..........ccccccrrereeercrcrcrcrene 432-8156
George Peters, Director (6/08) .........ccoovvvrvnennen. 868-5480
Kathy Asmus, Director (6/07) ......cccccceuvvuvnnee. 631-205-1163
Joe Landesberg, Director (6/07) ........cuveerererrernnnn. 536-4808

Betty Borowsky, Dir. (6/06) & Conservin. Ed. ..... 764-3596
Doreen Remsen, Director (6/06) & Birdathon ..... 764-5168
Joan Butkereit, Conservation Legislation ............. 593-1994
Paul Butkereit, Wild Bird Feed Savings Day......... 593-1994
Anne-Marie Conn, Electronic Communications ... 671-7685

Joseph Grupp, Research ..., 481-4208
Betsy Gulotta, Brookside Preserve.............cc......... 546-8841
Marilyn Hametz, Publicity .......ccccovnvvnvinininnnnnn 799-7189
Caitlin Irwin, Youth Representative ....................... 541-5030
Enid Klein, Programs ...........cccoconrrrrevcsmemssnienennns 561-0004
Elliott Kutner, Birding / Field Trips ......cccccceoununneee 486-7667
Therese Lucas, Environmental Festivals............... 221-3921
James Remsen, Jr., Birdathon...........cccceuenns 631-957-0949
Dolores Rogers, Welcoming ..........ccccoeeevveeevinennns 599-1224

Mary Jane Russell, Armchair Activist & Hospitality ... 766-7397
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BECOME A MEMBER OF SSAS

Think Globally, but Join Locally®

Option 1. You can join SSAS for a year by sending $15
payable to South Shore Audubon Society using the form
below. Our addressis P.O. Box 31, Freeport, NY 11520-0031.

Option 2. To join NAS and your all-volunteer local chapter,
you can help SSAS survive NAS’s major dues-share cutbacks
by joining Audubon through us for the same price that it costs
if you join through NAS (we get $0 unless you join through us).
Mail the form below and your check payable to National
Audubon Society to SSAS at the address above. The special
rate for the first year is $20 per household; $15 for students
and seniors.

Renewing?Please send NAS renewals directly to NAS (we
now get $0 for all NAS renewals).

Donations to SSAS are always welcome!

KOPOGGPGPGPPP0000000000000
Yes, I'd like to join. 0 SSAS only O National Audubon too

NAME:
ADDRESS:

PHONE NO.:

E-MAIL:
Chapter Code R15 7XCH (South Shore Audubon Society)
KOGPPOPOPPGGG00000000000000




