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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Doreen Remsen

WhenI accepted the presidency of South Shore Audubon
two years ago at our annual dinner, I compared our lives
to that of a tapestry, and the people, events, and experi-
ences are the threads that are woven into that fabric which
becomes an integral part of who we are. Each thread is
unique, special, and no less important than the thread
before it or the one that is to come after it. As I reflect back
on the year that is ending, and step back to admire the
tapestry that is South Shore Audubon, I am filled with so
many thoughts and much emotion. I am not going to let all
those thoughts out for fear that the threads of those
thoughts will get so hopelessly tangled that even our
skillful, endlessly patient editor will end up in a knot!

South Shore Audubon’s tapestry is colored vividly and
passionately by people who believe that nature’s simplest
gifts — the birds, the trees they live in, the soil, the plants,
the water, and the air — are gifts without price and worth
every effort and talent they possess to protect, restore,
and replenish. I see that in the way you respond to critical
issues such as the proposed Bethpage bikeway, the dredg-
ing of the ponds at Massapequa Preserve, and contacting
the Nassau County legislature regarding an open-space
acquisition fund.

NEXT MEETING
Tom Torma
DATE: Tuesday, May |1, 1999
TIME: 8:00 pM. @
PLACE: Freeport Memorial Library
144 W. Merrick Rd. (at S. Ocean Ave.)
SPEAKER: John E. Polente
TOPIC: Woodpeckers and Starlings

Join us for our last monthly meeting until September, a
slide and video photography overview of the woodpeck-
ers of Long Island, presented by the Executive Director of
Hauppauge-based Native America. John will unveil a
specialized nest box his organization has developed that
prevents European Starlings from pirating and destroying
woodpeckers’ nests and young.
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IN ORDER TO MINIMIZE WASTE, PLEASE
BRING COFFEE MUGS TO OUR MEETINGS
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& To the thirty passnonate, talented, devoted people listed
% onthebackpage ofthe Skimmer ——what you have achieved
& this past year and woven into this chapter’s accomplish-
% ments is as amazing as all of you are! For supporting me,
‘& coaching me, encouraging me, and challenging me these
& past two years, [ am forever grateful.
Your concern for our trees and generosity in answering &%

To all of you who gave me the opportunity and privilege

last year’s Greening of LI appeal will see Cow Meadow & '- ofbeing the “head thread” of this most wonderful tapestry
Park in Freeport restored with flowering, fruit-bearing " » — you have given me more than I could ever hope to give
trees. To date, your response to this year’s appeal, Green ".'“ back. Thank you from the bottom of my heart!

2000, is well over $4000! The entire Board of Directors

shares my respect-filled amazement and gratitude to all of &

you! Your support of our annual Birdathon and other fund-

raising activities make possible our camp scholarships for &
adults and young people locally, and our support of Na- &4
tional Audubon causes on a more far-reaching, global &
level. The Jerry Bishop College Scholarship Fund insures o‘.’-

us that the next generation of biologists and environmental &
scientists will be educated and prepared to do what is
necessary to care for and protect those simplest gifts.
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THIS YEAR'S BIRDATHON
AND LAST YEAR'S SPECIES LIST

This year’s Birdathon is scheduled to begin on Friday,
May 7th at 5 r.m. and continue until the same time on
Saturday, May 8th. If people wake up to rain on Satur-
day, the Birdathon will be started from scratch on Friday,
v May 14th. Starting points for our three main teams ap-

& peared in last month’s Skimmer, as did an invitation to the




dinner point (all-you-can-eat Chinese cuisine at the Super
Buffet on Merrick Road in Rockville Centre). This is the
twelfth year that SSAS has participated in the National
Audubon Society’s Birdathon; participants collect
pledges per species seen (or pledges for a flat amount) and
the proceeds are split 50/50 with NAS. For further info,
please call Jim Remsen, Jr. at 764-5168 after 8 p.M.

Here's Jim’s list of the 158 bird species that were
identified by SSAS Birdathoners last May (species that
weren’t part of 1997’s total of 149 are italicized):

Common Loon, Red-throated Loon, Double-crested
Cormorant, Great Blue Heron, Little Blue Heron, Cattle
Egret, Great Egret, Snowy Egret, Tricolored Heron, Black-
crowned Night Heron, Yellow-crowned Night Heron, Glossy
Ibis, Mute Swan, Canada Goose, Brant, Mallard, Ameri-
can Black Duck, Gadwall, Northern Shoveler, Wood Duck,
Bufflehead, Ruddy Duck, Red-breasted Merganser,

Red-tailed Hawk, Broad-winged Hawk, Northern Har-
rier, Osprey, Peregrine Falcon, American Kestrel, Common
Bobwhite, Ring-necked Pheasant Clapper Rail, American

Coot, American Oyster-

B\ catcher, Semipalmated
Plover, Killdeer,
Piping Plover,
Black-bellied
Plover, Greater
~ Yellowlegs, Willet,

Spotted Sandplper Ruddy Turnstone, Short-billed Dow-
itcher, Red Knot, Semipalmated Sandpiper, Sanderling,
Least Sandpiper, Western Sandpiper, Dunlin, American
Woodcock (pictured), Great Black-backed Gull, Herring
Gull, Ring-billed Gull, Laughing Gull, Gull-billed Tern,
Forster's Tern, Common Tern, Least Tern, Black Skimmer,

Rock Dove, Mourning Dove, Monk Parakeet, Yellow-
billed Cuckoo, Black-billed Cuckoo, Whip-poor-will,
Chimney Swift, Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Belted
Kingfisher, Common Flicker, Red-bellied Woodpecker,
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Hairy Woodpecker, Downy
Woodpecker,

Eastern Kingbird, Eastern Phoebe, Great Crested Fly-
catcher, Least Flycatcher, Olive-sided Flycatcher, Eastern
Pewee, Tree Swallow, Northern Rough-winged Swallow,
Barn Swallow, Cliff Swallow,

Blue Jay, American Crow, Fish Crow, Black-capped
Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse, White-breasted Nuthatch,
Red-breasted Nuthatch, House Wren, Carolina Wren,

Northern Mockingbird, Gray Catbird, Brown Thrasher, .

American Robin, Wood Thrush, Swainson’s Thrush, Gray-
cheeked Thrush, Veery,

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Goldencrowned Kinglet, Cedar
Waxwing, European Starling, White-eyed Vireo, Solitary
Vireo, Red-eyed Vireo, Warbling Vireo,

Black-and-white Warbler, Worm-eating Warbler, Blue-
winged Warbler, Tennessee Warbler, Northern Parula,
Yellow Warbler, Magnolia Warbler, Black-throated Blue
Warbler, Yellow-rumped Warbler, Black-throated Green

Warbler, Blackburnian Warbler, Chestnut-sided Warbler,
Cerulean Warbler, Bay-breasted Warbler, Blackpoll War-
bler, Prairie Warbler, Palm Warbler, Ovenbird, Northern
Waterthrush, Louisiana Waterthrush, Kentucky Warbler,
Connecticut Warbler, Common Yellowthroat, Wilson's War-
bler, Hooded Warbler, Canada Warbler, American Redstart,
House Sparrow, Red-winged Blackbird, Orchard Ori-
ole, Northern Oriole, Rusty Blackbird, Boat-tailed Grackle,
Common Grackle, Brown-headed Cowbird, Scarlet Tana-
ger, Northern Cardinal, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Purple
Finch, Indigo Bunting, House Finch, American Goldfinch,
Rufous-sided Towhee, Savannah Sparrow, Northern
Junco, Chipping Sparrow, Field Sparrow, White-crowned
Sparrow, White-throated Sparrow, Song Sparrow.
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SSAS Mission Statement — Themission of South
Shore Audubon Societyisto promote environmental

education, and preserve and restore our environ-
ment, through responsible activism, for the benefit
of both people and wildlife.

SSAS Post Office Statement — South Shore

SKimmer is published monthly from September
(gl through December and February through

&2 May by South Shore Audubon Society,
P.0. Box 31, Freeport, Ny 11520-0031.

Explore the coast
with the

AMERICAN
LITTORAL SOCIETY

ASSATEAGUE SPRING WEEKEND (May 20-23). Visit
Chincoteague Wildlife Refuge and Assateague National
Seashore in Virginia. See nesting Bald Eagle and Osprey,
wild horses, river otter, etc. Cost: $260 includes 3 nights at
Refuge Motor Inn, 3 evening programs and star watch, marsh
boat tour, Safari bus tour, and all-you-can-eat seafood buffet.
JAMAICA BAY SUNSET BOAT CRUISE (Sat., June 5th).
Enjoy a calm cruise aboard the “Dorothy B VIII* during peak
bird nesting season. See Peregrine Falcon, egrets, herons,
ibis, oystercatcher, terns, skimmers, and lots of shorebirds.
Learn about the history & ecology of the refuge. Cost: $35.
MONTAUK (June 11-13). An extended weekend of natural
history fun & ecology. Cost: $250 includes 2 nights at luxuri-
ous Manor House, 5 meals, 5 guided nature hikes, 2 evening
programs, and LIRR pickup. Activities include hikes to
“Walking Dunes,” Montauk Bluffs, beaches, lighthouse,
Accobonac Harbor (optional canoeing), seining, birding, etc.
CAPE ANN WHALE WATCH (Aug. 19-22). A fee of $340
includes 3 nights at oceanfront resort in Gloucester; 1/2 day
Whale Boat (humpback & minke whales); sunset cruise in
Essex River marshes (wine & cheese); canoeing on quiet,
scenic Ipswich River; Sat. night lobster dinner; guided hikes.

For information and free field trip brochure,
call/write Don Riepe, (718) 634-6467,
28 West 9th Road, Broad Channel, NY 11693




CONSERVATION REPORT
Belly Borowsky

The moral of this story is that if you change the envi-
ronment, you will upset the balance of nature, although
you may be surprised about what actually happens. Maybe
you've noticed that the Snow Goose population has in-
creased over the last few years. Personally, I was delighted
with that: they are beautiful birds — all white with wings
lined with a bit of black — and seeing them fly overhead
in large flocks is truly a breathtaking
sight. What I failed torecognizewas
that maybe there might be TOO 4
many of them. Well, it turns out
that there might be. The Arctic g,
tundra near Hudson Bay in Vot
Canada, where the geese nest and
hatch their young, is being destroyed by the birds. Dr
Robert Rockwell, of the City College of New York, has been
studying snow geese in Hudson Bay for many years, and
a recent article in Folio, the newsletter of the Graduate
School and University Center of the City University of New
York, reports his most recent observations. He noticed
that the tundra is literally being torn up by the birds.

Snow Geese, like Canada Geese, eat grass. Under nor-
mal circumstances, they clip the grass off above the soil.
But in recent years the tundra has looked “pockmarked”
because the birds have literally ripped the grasses up by
their roots, because there is not enough food for them all.
And soil is being eroded.

Dr. Rockwell reports that “the goose population is
growing at a staggering rate of 5% or more a year; a
healthy rate is 1 or 2% a year. So where in 1972 there were
about 1.5 million geese, today there are 10 million.” The
explanation? Many Snow Geese overwintered in the Texas
and Louisiana coastal marshes along the Gulf of Mexico.
Over the years, these areas have been drained to permit
additional agriculture and development. But, rather than
this killing off the species, the geese moved to other areas,
where there was more food.

They moved to areas of Louisiana, Texas, Arkansas,
and eastern Oklahoma where rice is grown. The birds
thrived on that rice. They also were able to eat soybeans,
rapeseed, millet, and corn on other, nearby farms. This
effectively increased the goose’s winter habitat from about
a half a mile to a 100 mile stretch west of New Orleans.
According to Dr.Rockwell, “the new environmentwassorich
that the birds’ natural survival rate of 70% shot up to 90%.”

Thus, more birds. This poses adilemma. What dowe do
about this? Even restoring the natural wetlands of the
birds’ historical habitat will not make them move back
there: they’re not about to lose their taste for rice and corn.
The first thing to do is to inform people about this: it's
essentially too much of a good thing. Another recom-
mendation may be to control the goose’s population
explosion by lifting hunting restrictions. While this is

never a happy option, unless we can devise another plan
soon, it may make sense to go ahead with it. Something
needs to be done to protect the tundra.

Final note for the summer: Wishing you all a happy,
healthy summer, with lots of time to get out and enjoy
Long Island’s environment. And if there are any local
conservation issues that concern you — give us a call.
00009000000000000000000000090009900000000000000900000

&% WELCOME NEW MEMBERS &%
Jackie Richichi

SSAS welcomes this month’s new members. We hope
that you'll become active members of our very active
chapter — join us at a meeting, weekly bird walk, or
special event.

[To receive an application for membership in National
Audubon Society and SSAS, please call our Membership
Chairperson, Jackie Richichi, at 691-1855, or send e-mail
to Jacee13@aol.com. Introductory membership is $20;
$15 for students and senior citizens.]

Amityville.................. John Rothe
Baldwin...................... Catherine Cigna, Karen Schulberg
Bellmore.................... ‘Thomas Collings, Lillian Ostrager
Bethpage ................... Mr. Robert Cirino
East Meadow ............ Mr. Donald H. Eiermann,

? Rapoport
Elmont....................... Edgar W. Sanderleaf
Farmingdale............... Mr. Jack Goor, Alfred Li Causi
Floral Park ................ Michael Deieso, M. Rabinzolnoski

Franklin Square ........ Annette & Robert Pehnke,
Mr. Frank Riccobono

Freeport..................... John Dickin, Sara A. Holly, R.
Mc Koewn, Mrs. C. M. Somers

Garden City .............. J. Clarke, Ms. Diane Jindra

Hempstead................ Ms. Ruth S. Edlind

Hicksville................... Karen Jensen, Linda Jean
Minervini, Mr. & Mrs. Seymour

Island Park ................ John Gaynor

Levittown .................. Jeanne C. Hunter, John Kazazis,
Karen O’Connell, Elizabeth Stossel

Long Beach............... Mr. Allan Gascoigne, Lynn Mark,
Ron Pandolfi, Roberta Perry,
Gregory Spross

Lynbrook.................... Donna Ciccimarro

Malverne ................... Martha Pearson

Massapequa.............. Patrick Gilbride, Mary Koetzner

Massapequa Park..... David J. Parola

Merrick ..., Betty R. Gordon

Oceanside ................. Ned Black, M. Brandeburg

Plainview ................... Bernadette Palesty

Point Lookout........... John Auleta

Valley Stream ........... Ms. Joyce S. Mc Kéon

West Hempstead ...... Melvin Boone, Mrs. Jean Brendel,
Mr. Ted DeMuth
Woodmere................. Carol Basner, Fred Martinez




THANK YOU HICKS VOLUNTEERS::

Dareen Remsen

South Shore Audubon'’s first participation in the Hicks
Flower & Garden Show was a first-rate experience! What
nicer way to spend the first weekend of spring than among
flowers, gardens, and friends? We met hundreds of people
each day and the lit-
erature and handouts
were gone by early
Sunday — we were
resorting to looking
under our car seats

Learn Bird Songs in S Easy Steps
BIRDSONGS
wiTe

TOM DAMIANI

for Skimmers, present | CD $18 - Cassette $13
and not too past, and

writing our phone Audubon Members Tuke $1.68 Off Price
numbers on any pa- Scad check to: |
per or Hicks receipts BIRDWORKS INC.™
we could find! To the £.0. Box 1728

South Shore mem- | Kpeier Istand, NV 11

bers who came and £16-749-1655

gave of their time and

themselves — Betty

Borowsky, Nina ﬁ

Consalvo, Joanne Del
Prete, Pat Eagen,
Judy Hoyer, Scott
Oglesby, George Pe- www.birdworksinc.com
ters, Jim Remsen, Chris Schmitt, and Jonathan Staller —
thank you! You are the reason South Shore Audubon
continues to grow, thrive, and be warmly received! If I
have missed or forgotten anyone, please accept my
nonphotographic-memory apologies!
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THE JANET LOUISE
1-4 Passenger ® 23 ft. Dory Skiff

Bird Watching
Scenic Excursions to the Tidal Creeks & Marshes
of Hewlett, Woodmere, and Lawrence

U.S.C.G. Licensed e Fully Insured
Two-hour trips: $10 for adults, $5 for kids

Captain Ed Maday (516) 374-4943

Seed - Feeders
Houses - Baths
Books - Gifts

Cwu.o BIRD CENTER)

“NEW YORK'S LARGEST WILD BIRD SPECIALTY STORE”

621 Fuiton St. (Rt. 109), Farmingdale, NY 11735
Located between McDonalkd's & Dunkin’ Donuts

(516) 694-2180

«/ BIRD WALKS o
Elliolt Kuiner

Allwalks start at 9:30 a.m.; nowalk ifit raing. We'll return
to Jones Beach after the seasonal sunbathers & toll collec-
tors migrate. Any questions? Call Elliott at 486-7667.

Apr. 25 Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge
May 2 Massapequa Preserve (LIRR N.E. lot)
May 9***  Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge

May 16 & 23 Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge

May 30 Memorial Day Weekend — No Walk

June 6 Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge

June 13 Massapequa Preserve (LIRR N.E. lot)
Summer Break

Aug. 8 Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge

Aug. 15 SSAS Boat Trip (see page 6)

Aug. 22 Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge

Aug. 29 Massapequa Preserve (LIRR N.E. lot)

Sept. 5 Labor Day Weekend — No Walk

Sept. 12 Massapequa Preserve (LIRR N.E. lot)

***After this bird walk, everyone’s invited to stay for a
picnic; bring lunch!

Directions to Jamaica Bay: Southern State Parkway to Belt
Parkway to Exit 17 South (Cross Bay Blvd.). Drive four
miles, passing through Howard Beach and over Joseph P.
Addabbo Bridge; turn right at the Refuge entrance’s traffic
light and look for dozens of Auduboners in the parking lot.

NOMINATIONS FOR 1999-2000 DFFICERS

At South Shore Audubon Society’s general meeting on
May 11th, officers will be elected for our next fiscal year.
All members attending that meeting may nominate candi-
dates from the floor and vote. The SSAS Nominating
Committee, chaired by Dolores Rogers and including Jim
Remsen and Bill Hollweg, has recommended the follow-
ing candidates:

President — Jonathan Staller

Vice President — Toby Announced

Treasurer — Nancy Frame

Recording Secretary — Christine Schmitt

Corresponding Secretary — Alice Blaustein

Director (to June 2002) — Sandy Brenner

Director (to June 2002) — Scott Oglesby
P S R e R a e a2 ol o 02 08 00 o

WEB PAGE www.audubon.org/ chapter/ny/southshore
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Tom Torma

Woodpeckers are persistent drummers, chiseling on
trees to find food or to attract a mate. This drumming has
not been lost on many societies, for woodpeckers are
often associated with war battle, thunder, and bad weather.

All members of the woodpecker family belong to the
Picidae family. This name is derived from the Roman god
Picus, who had the unfortunate experience of running into
Circe, a Greek island sorceress. In the Odyssey, Circe turns
her victims into beasts. She falls in love with Picus and
uses magic to compel him to be drawn to her. Her song
causes the sky to become dark and stormy. She asks him
to accept the sun as his father-in-law. When Picus refuses,
she turns him into a woodpecker.

To the Native Americans of the Southwest, woodpeck-
ers are birds of war. Most woodpeckers are of black, white,
and red coloring. They considered black the color of
death; red represented blood. The Zunis used wood-
pecker feathers on prayer sticks as war offerings. They
also used the red feathers from woodpeckers in their hair
as a badge of a medicine society member. The Zuni name
for woodpecker is Tamtununu. Ta means wood, and tunu
repeating itself suggests the booming sound of thunder.
Other legends claim the red on the head of many wood-
peckers symbolizes the ability to find fire. One legend
claims that woodpeckers can find fire by chopping into
trees. Another legend claims that woodpeckers can pro-
tect people from lightning.

Worldwide there are approximately 210 species of
woodpeckers. They live almost everywhere there are
trees, except Madagascar, Australia, New Zealand, and
Oceania. They have short strong legs with yoke-toed
(zygodactyl) feet — two toes facing forward and two toes
facing backward — for climbing trees. The tail feathers are
tough and stubby, and used to help balance them as they
work their way around trees trying to make a living. Their
bills are hard, straight, and chisel-shaped. The skull is
reinforced to protect the brain from the constant jarring
shocks and vibrations of their lifestyle. They have special
remarkably long tongues that can extend to an extraordi-
nary length, with barbed ends to extract insects from
inside wood. In woodpeckers, evolution has truly engi-
neered an amazing bird.

Whenever a bird is named after a food product, it is
usually safe to assume that the bird’s main food source is
that food. This is true of the Acorn Woodpecker; this
species makes a living by gathering and hoarding acorns.
Half of this bird’s diet consists of acorns, the other half
insects. They spend the summer chiseling small holes in
dead trees, known as grainery trees, in preparation for the
coming harvest of acorns. In late summer and fall they
begin to place the acorns in the holes. This is no easy task,
for not all acorns are of the same size, yet they must fit into
each hole exactly. If the hole is too large the nut will fall

out; if the hole is too small the nut can be damaged if it is
forced into the hole. A damaged nut is much more likely
to rot. As acorns age, they dry out and shrink, and a new
hole must be found. Considering that one hoard of acorns
can reach 50,000 nuts that need constant maintenance, it
is not surprising that these birds work in family units or
colonies. Nesting is a group activity with several adults (up
to 12 or more) sharing the incubation and feeding of the
young as if there was a single nest. Their nests are found
in tree cavities, usually 12 to 30 feet above the ground.

The Acorn Woodpecker is a western bird obviously
living close to oak trees. They live in Texas, New Mexico,
Arizona, California, and up the coast into Oregon. I saw
my first Acorn Woodpecker on Mount Lemmon just north
of Tucson, Arizona. This is a 9,157 foot mountain that rises
from the desert floor. It is the highest peak in the Santa
Catalina Mountains. The General Hitchcock Highway
goes through several life zones on its way up the moun-
tain. The highway starts at the lower Sonoran Desert, and
passes through the upper Sonoran Desert and several
different types of forests before reaching the small village
of Summerhaven near the top. With each life zone comes
different wildlife, from Gambel’s Quail (pictured), Gila
Woodpeckers, and Red-*™ shafted Flickers in the
desert, to the Northern £= e,

Goshawk and Mexican N\
Spotted Owl in the forest. Black
bear, white-tailed deer, and desert
bighorn sheep live here. Look for
several different species of hummingbirds at feeders scat-
tered around Summerhaven.

There are many parking areas, vistas, and campgrounds
along the paved highway; these are the best places to bird-
watch and observe wildlife. One of these campgrounds is
where I saw my first Acorn Woodpecker. The General
Hitchcock Highway is forty miles long. To leave the heat
of Tucson and breathe some fresh mountain air, goeaston
Speedway Boulevard in Tucson to Wilmot Road: then
follow the curve north. Here it becomes Tanque Verde
Road. Go about four miles to the Catalina Highway, also
known as the General Hitchcock Highway.

When you are out bird-watching or observing birds at
your backyard feeder and a woodpecker shows up, don’t
think of it as an ordinary bird, for it is a bird of war and
thunder. Well, at least they make a lot of noise as they
drum on trees.
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AUDUBON CAMP SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

SSAS wishes to congratulate this year’s winners of our
summer camp scholarships. Sue Lancer, our Education
Chairperson, has announced that they are Ryan McGrath,
whowill spend eleven days at the Audubon Youth Ecology
Camp in Maine, and Dr. Jerry Axinn, D.D.S., who will
spend a week at the Audubon Adventures for Teachers
(and dentists) workshop in Connecticut.




AHOY SSAS! A BOAT TRIP IS PLANNED!

Doreen Remsen

Avast, mates! You say you're tired of being a “landlub-
ber” birder? Well, bring your sea legs and a bagged lunch
down to the Freeport Boat Basin Sunday morning, August
15th, and shove off with your fellow crew mates aboard
The Spray as we sail the “high seas” of the Jones Beach and
Tobay channels to enjoy the thousands of shorebirds that
will be gathering to prepare for their fall migration.

The Spray holds 49 passengers, so reservations are a
must. The cost is $20 per person, and a portion of the
proceeds will go toward South Shore Audubon’s many
programs. If we should fill the boat, there will be a waiting
list in the event of any cancellations. In the event of severe
weather, the trip will be postponed a week; drizzle or
overcast will not cancel our sail.

Departure time is 8 a.M. sharp and we will return by
2 p.M. Take Merrick Road to Guy Lombardo Avenue (one
full block east of the Freeport Memorial Library) south to
the Freeport Boatmen’s Association, 540 Guy Lombardo
Avenue; allow a few minutes to find a parking spot in the
neighborhood. For information and reservations, call Scott
Oglesby at 798-4871; 120 Massapequa Ave. #1, Massa-
pequa, NY 11758-6431. Thank ye, maties! Arhh! Arhh!

What might we see? Mike Andersen e-mailed your
editor his list of non-European Starling, non-Rock Dove,
non-House Sparrow bird species we saw between
Oceanside and Seaford onlast year’s trip aboard The Spray
(8/716/98): Common Loon, Double-crested Cormorant,
Great Blue Heron, Little Blue Heron, Great Egret, Snowy
Egret, Tricolored Heron, Green Heron, Black-crowned
Night Heron, Yellow-crowned Night Heron, Glossy Ibis,

i/:w Mute Swan (pictured), Canada_x Goose,
. _'i-;_',:;-'.;_,._\ Brant, Osprey, Clapper Rail, Black-
(’; =" Xx_ bellied Plover, Semipalmated Plo-
G D yer, American Oystercatcher,
“ £ “"&_Greater Yellowlegs, Lesser Yel-
lowlegs, Willet, Whimbrel,
7= Marbled Godwit, Ruddy Turn-
stone, Red Knot, Semipalmated Sandpiper, Sanderling,
Least Sandpiper, Short-billed Dowitcher, Greatee Black-
backed Gull, Herring Gull, Ring-billed Gull, Laughing Gull,
Common Tern, Least Tern, and Black Skimmer.
$o000VI000VP0V00PV0V0000000000990000000000090000090

A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S PROGRAM IN BETHPAGE

While SSAS is taking its traditional summer break, our
programs chairperson, Tom Torma, will be presenting a
slide program on Long Island’s birds to the general public
on behalf of our chapter. On July 15th, in the Bethpage
Public Library (47 Powell Ave.) at 7:30 p.m., Tom will dis-
cuss bird identification and the role birds have played in
Long Island’s history, economy, and environment. He’ll
also give recommendations on birding equipment. SSAS
members, of course, are encouraged to attend.

BIRD TRIVIA #4
Jonathan Slaller

Spring migration is here for us, so go out and look for
those birds. Meanwhile, on rainy days, maybe these trivia
questions will keep you busy. Good luck.

(1) How do birds manage to relax without falling while
sleeping clutched to a perch?

(2) How many times does a hummingbird beat its wings
per second if a pelican does about 1.5/sec, a pigeon 5-8/
sec, and a mockingbird 14/sec?

(3) How do loons, cormorants, and a few other fish-
eating birds hunt for prey?

(9(®)(® What bird is the leading migrant in terms of
distance on land? On sea?
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THE NINTH ANNUAL THANK-YOU COLUMN
Michael Sperling

First, thanks to everyone in SSAS who submitted ar-
ticles and information for this year’s Skimmers: Betsy, Betty,
Diane, Dolores, Doreen, Edward S. Erlich, Elliott, George,
Jackie, Jim, Joanne, Joe L., Jonathan, Lorraine Bondi-
Goldsmith, Mary Jane, Mike A., Mike G., Mike H., Nancy,
Paul, Sue, Tom, and Vince Puglisi (see back page for
missing last names). Thanks also to those of you who
submitted things yet to appear in a Skimmer; I'm holding
onto nearly everything for future use or future editors.

Finally, thanks especially to the people who did the
behind-the-scenes work: To David Yavarkovsky for do-
nating the dot-matrix printer that he and our dearly missed
Marion used and for providing answers whenever 1 had
questions. To Marion’s successor, Jackie, for volunteering
without having ever attended a chapter event and for
managing to provide mailing labels or floppy disks while
spending months without a permanent address. To my
sister Vicki for providing database & mailing-label expertise
and for helping me print labels on her computer every time
the need arose. To mom & dad for helping me stick over
16,000 labels on this year’s Skimmers. To nine-year vet-
erans Jenny Krivanek & Dan Marsh for not moving away
and for bringing seven issues to F&B Printers (I dropped
off one) while remaining invisible at SSAS events. To Dan
& Jenny, Brendan & Christine Kelly, Sue Lancer, George
& Sally Popkin, and label-buyer extraordinaire Doreen
Remsen for doing the F&B pickups. And to Sal Navasaitis
for once again bringing nearly all the mailings to the post
office (1 did 1Y/2). You've all earned your summer break!




BROAD-BILLED SANDPIPER
Mike Higgiston

I usually listen to the New York City Rare Bird Alert
every Friday to hear of rarities in our area. It often dictates
how I will spend my weekend. But the report for Friday,
August 28, 1998 was particularly auspicious. A Broad-
billed Sandpiper had been reported at the East Pond of
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge the previous day. My first
reaction was one of disbelief. I assumed that the reporter
had misidentified the bird. After all, this is an Asian bird
that is a rare migrant for European birders. There appear
to be two distinct populations, one that breeds in
Scandinavia and the other in northern Siberia. The Scan-
dinavian birds probably winter in eastern and southern
Africa, and the Siberian population winters on the shores
of the Indian Ocean from Arabia to Australia. The Scandi-
navian birds migrate southeast across Europe and are rare
west of a line from the western Baltic Sea to Italy. Vagrants
are rare in May in eastern England. The bird is also a
vagrant to Morocco, New Zealand, and the Aleutians. The
Aleutians are usually the place where this sandpiper can
be seen by American bird-watchers. So a sighting in New
York would be incredible, to say the least.

So there I sat that Friday afternoon, the center of two
wildly fluctuating forces. The urge to chase the bird was
almost overwhelming but the disbelief I felt was also
strong. As if that was all I had to endure; it was also 4
o’clock on Friday afternoon of Labor Day weekend. The
half-hour ride to Jamaica Bay was a dream; rush hour
drive time reality dictates at least an hour and maybe
longer. What to do?

Some kind of family obligation put off any Friday after-
noon chase, but with the sunrise I was off to Jamaica Bay
to see the sandpiper. It's always a pleasure to come upon
a number of birders with spotting scopes zeroed in on the
elusive prize. And so it was. Walk up to the congregation
and ask if they have the bird. Any one of them is anxious
to let you view the rarity through his scope. What a
pleasure! What a thrill! I really appreciated views of this
very cooperative bird as I knew how incredibly rare it was
andhow incredibly lucky wewere tohaveithere inNew York.

There was additional enjoyment to be had on that
Saturday and on the ensuing days. I knew a bird of this
rarity would draw birders from all over the country and it
wasn’t long before I was chatting with a friend from
Delaware. But a real treat was to hear that a buddy of mine

AP~ from Olympia, Washington was planning a
trip to New York the following Monday to
see the sandpiper. I picked him up at the
F airport and headed to Jamaica Bay imme-
dlately But upon reaching the area that the bird had
frequented consistently, we found out that the bird was
nowhere to be found. We searched the shoreline of the
West Pond at the main site and the adjacent one, but came
up wanting. There were a number of other birders there

searching with us. But as daylight segued into twilight, the
sandpiper was finally spotted. He was feeding with other
shorebirds as he meandered through the vegetation along
the shore. This was the third day in a row that | had the
privilege to see the sandpiper, but I never tired of watching
this bird. It was quite an enjoyable experience. Now if only
a Spoonbill Sandpiper would visit (also from Asia)!

Editor's Two Cents: As a certified fair-weather birder
who has no life list and has put the Rare Bird Alert number
in the Skimmer 80 times but called it about twice, I arrived
at Jamaica Bay for SSAS’s August 30th bird walk clueless
as to why there were no spots in the main parking lot. At
West Pond, it was remarkable how many spotting scopes
were aimed side-by-side at the same spot, and how willing
their owners were to share their expensive equipment
with strangers. You never know what you'll see on an
SSAS walk — try one!

P.S.: A generic sandpiper’s pictured; we need clip art!
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OUR 28th ANNUAL DINNER

Shirley Kutner and Diane Singer have once again re-
served the Banquet Room at Pompei Restaurant & Cater-
ing in West Hempstead for SSAS’s annual dinner, to be
held on Tuesday, June 8th, starting with cocktails (open
bar, free soda) and hors d’oeuvres at 6:30. Smoking will be
prohibited. Pompei is at 401 Hempstead Avenue (take
Southern State Parkway Exit 17 north about 1Y/2 miles).

Advance registration is required (119 of us were at last
year’'s dinner); please enclose the following form with
your $25/person check payable to South Shore Audubon
Society and mail them to Diane Singer, 118 Kent Road,
Valley Stream, NY 11580-3316.

8 2 2222222222222 222X XL L Y
NAME:

ADDRESS:

AMOUNT OF CHECK:

NUMBER OF PEOPLE:

NUMBER OF EACH MENU CHOICE:

Chicken Francese

Eggplant Rollatini

Filet of Sole Dijon
@@ Roast Beef
or, if you prefer;

Broiled Chicken
HKOPPPOPP 0000000000000 0000




1998-1999 OFFICERS, DIRECTORS, AND COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS

Doreen RemSen, PreSident............cvveiiriiinemcenreirineesesnests st esesseastsesessssesesscscsessssenssesesesescses 472-6830
Jonathan Staller, Vice President & Environmental Festivals Coordinator..............cccceecevvrvennnns 822-5957
NANCY Frame, TTEASUTIET ...........cccoeereiiieererneeeereresetssesessris s ssesassesesesssssssesesssasessassassssssssesssenssses 520-9016
Christine Schmitt, ReCOrding SECTELAIY ...........ccocveririnniesnnnnirinessesessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssasssssnss 887-7713
Doris Pirodsky, Corresponding SECIELAIY ............ccceeviverninmressrissessessssesesessssssessssesesessssssssesesnsesens 378-1790
Denise Comeau, DIr€Ctor (B/01)...........cccovmeernirionmnessnssnesssssessssssssssssssesssssssisssssssssssssssssssssscssns 437-7133
Michael Goldsmith, DIreCtor (6/01) ... sessssssssssessesssssssssssssssssssssssssans 822-5272
Michael Higgiston, DireCtor (6/00) ..........cccoveeurcerniicresnisesssensssssesssssssssassssssassssesssssssesassssseses 538-8376
Judy Hoyer, DireCtor (6/00) ..........cocmiioirrieriereerieissnisnsessesesssssssssesetssesesesasessssssssssssesasssssssssases 775-0159
Sandy Brenner, Dir€Ctor (6/99) ..........oieieeeeeererreessssseisssesssrssssassssssssssssssssssssesssasasssesesess 249-4919
Bill HOllweg, DIr€Ctor (6/99) ......c..oveircereneeniesisisessessasssessesesssetssasesssesssesstseassetacsenssesassssnens 226-2519
Mike Andersen, YOUth REPIESENLALIVE ...........cccovrecieiiinnirinieierenrnienssisseseesssessessesesasssssasessssssasansans 546-5352
Betty Borowsky, Conservation Legislation Chairperson ...........cccoeeeeeceeveenveecsrnrcerensessessenens 764-3596
Paul Butkereit, Wild Bird Feed Savings Dy ..........ccccoerureoremrnere et sessessesseesens 599-0395
Joanne Del Prete, Special Trips ChaiIDErSOMN..............cooeoieeiieeeiereeeeeeeee e rees s ese e s esesesenenes 433-0739
Joseph Grupp, DUCK SUIVEY ..ottt ettt ea s s ses s s e enasans 481-4208
Betsy Gulotta, Brookside Preserve Committee Chairperson..............ccoevveevereerevieeecsnsrneresiesenns 546-8841
Janice Howard, Hospitality ChairDErSON .............cocevvririervernecstsnissnnesssssssesrsssssesssssssssssesssesns 420-9468
Marge Jaeger, FUNd-raising ChairPErSON.........c..coiviviririreineiieesssseescsnssesssessesessssessssssosessssssssesssens 536-9166
Elliott Kutner, Birding / Field Trips ChailPerson ..........cerieierneeeceeeereenssesorsssesesesesssesssans 486-7667
Joseph Lancer, Binocular / Book Sales (7 t0 9 P.M.) ...t seaees 536-6574
Suzanne Lancer, Education Chairperson (7 t0 9 P.M.) ........cccoiveriureiveesiesesenessneesessesesesenessesseens 536-6574
Annie F. McIntyre, Educational Media Chairperson...........c..ccieireneennensersrsssnsssisssssssssesssesesens 379-2206
George Popkin, Financial AQVISOr (8 t0 9 P.M.) ....c.ceuciineciceeeteteee s et es s ssssasssnessssesesenees 378-4467
James Remsen, Jr., Birdathon Co-Chairperson ..............oooeororenrinenesecesessnsenesssesseseessassssseseanes 764-5168
Jackie Richichi, Membership ChaimPErSON ...........cccooeirvivivieieeeeeneerneeressessessssssesesenssssrsessssenns 691-1855
Dolores Rogers, Welcoming Committee ChairDerSon...............oeeeveveriveenerevsnecrcenssesensenssenssesesnes 599-1224
Mary Jane Russell, Armchair Activist ChairPerson ...............ocoereerrenreiseeesccrsseessesesesseseesessessesesaenes 766-7397
Diane Singer, PUDICILY (5 10 B PIM.) ...ccvvierieccticsne sttt ssaet s eresssssssesesesebessesasesenens 561-6118
Michael Sperling, Skimmer EQUOL ... sessesessesssessssesinssssssssesersssesssennnes 541-0805

Tom Torma, Program ChailDErSOMN ............cviiimeeneinsssessssssssssssssssssosssssssssssesssesssserssenesens 223-7947
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