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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Carole A. Adams

The last weekend of September closed the month with
eight of your board members attending the Audubon
Council of New York State’s fall meeting in Bear Mountain
State Park. We all came away encouraged, enthusiastic,
and chock full of new ideas for our chapter. With your
support and encouragement, we will see some creative
fund-raising and progressive educational programs acti-
vated in South Shore Audubon Society.

The weekend in Bear Mountain gave us the opportunity
to speak with folks from Audubon chapters all over New
York State. At dinner on Saturday, September 28th, Gov-
ernor Pataki spoke enthusiastically about the Clean Water/
Clean Air Bond Act. He proudly announced the Sterling
Forest “success” and voiced his concerns regarding the
environmental future of New York State.

We no sooner returned from Bear Mountain and it was
time for a Board meeting, a Conservation Committee
meeting, and preparing an exhibit for the ten day Fall
Flower & Landscape Show at Planting Fields Arboretum
in Oyster Bay. The exhibit featured a butterfly display, in
keeping with the theme Kaleidoscope of Color, as well as a
display featuring all seven Audubon chapters on Long
Island. It took a number of volunteers to make it work well.
Volunteers came from Huntington, Lyman Langdon, Four
Harbors, and South Shore Audubon Societies. Special
thanks go to Howard Barton and Cathy Gordon from Four
Harbors for their work on the butterfly display and hosting
at the exhibit.

Volunteer hosts from South Shore Audubon Society
that deserve a very special thank you are — in no special
order — Evelyn Masset, Marge Bodenburg, Ann Marie
Pozzini, Nancy Frame, Larry and Harriet Berke, Dolores
Rogers, and Marcia Specht. These folks “manned” the
exhibit (I don’t think “manned” is politically correct, but I
can’'t come up with another word), greeting people and
answering questions. An additional thank you to Marge
Bodenburg for her butterfly drawings. Originally they

NEXT MEETING
Sandy Brenner & Steve Goldberg

DATE: Tuesday, November I2, 1996
TIME: 8:00 r.m. @ [Lelter of the Month at 7:30)
PLACE: Freeport Memorial Library
Merrick Rd. & S. Ocean Ave.
SPEAKER: Rob Alvey
TOPIC: The Garden Cily Bird Sanctuary

This humorous slide presentation will show the progress
and pitfalls of being a community volunteer involved with
coordinating a grassroots environmental stewardship
program and educating a community on innovative ways
of applying leisure time in a constructive manner.

Rob, a professional environmental geologist, was doz-
ing through a Village Property Owners Association meet-
ing in 1992 when his wife raised his hand and he was
“volunteered” to his first four year term with the newly
established Garden City Environmental Advisory Board.
He was then mysteriously volunteered to be Chairperson
of the GCEAB’s Land Use Committee.

One result was that in April 1995, under the Nassau
County Adopt-A-Spot volunteer program, field work be-
gan to clean up a trash and debris filled five acre Nassau
County owned stormwater basin (sump) and convert it
into an attractively landscaped, quiet nature refuge and
bird sanctuary that could be used for hands-on environ-
mental education. Rob’s project became the largest and
most comprehensive effort under the Adopt-A-Spot pro-
gram, attracting over $25,000 in volunteer and donated
services and over 400 participants; when the County tried
to shut down the program last spring, SSAS entered an
agreement with the County to take over management of
the sump and officially establish the Garden City Bird
Sanctuary.
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were made for children to color in, but adults also found
them appealing.

October was a busy month. Not only did we have the
exhibit, but we scheduled the fall cleanup at Brookside
Preserve, hawk banding and watching on Fire Island with
T.R. Sanctuary [subsequently canceled], and our October
birdseed sale at Tackapausha coordinated by Paul
Butkereit. These events will be reported on in the next
issue of the Skimmer [i.e., after they happen).

October was also busy for Jimmy Remsen and Doreen
Remsen. They're in the process of planning for our
Birdathon's tenth anniversary. This promises to be a very,
very special occasion and I am really looking forward to it.
Mark your calendar early, May 9 & 10, 1997. Now that’s
planning early.

As we close October and begin November, we are
reminded to vote on November 5th and keep the Clean
Water/Clean Air Bond Act in mind. I look forward to
seeing you at our monthly meetings and out on our bird
walks. Happy Halloween, Happy Thanksgiving, and thanks
for reading the Skimmer.
DOLEOV0000E000800000000000000000000000000000000000

AX WELCOME NEW MEMBERS &%

Marion Yavarkovsky

A large flock of new members has joined us this month.
We are hopeful that you will all migrate toward our weekly
bird walks, monthly meetings, and special events. Take a
gander at what SSAS has to offer you and join in!

[For information on joining SSAS, please call our Mem-
bership Chairperson, Marion Yavarkovsky, at 379-2090.
The best time to call is after 4 r.m., Monday through Fri-
day.]

Baldwin...................... Ms. Madeline Avallone, Richard J.
Peltier, Michaela Puiu
Bellmore ................... Mrs. Burger, Jr.; Michael A.

Hartnett; Judith Spires;
Ms. Frida J. Weber

Cedarhurst ................ Mrs. Louise J. Kirkwood,

Mr. Leon Schertzer
East Meadow ............ Tricia Zielinski
Farmingdale.............. Alice Harmon,

Mr. & Mrs. Robert V. Moch
Floral Park ................ Eileen Armstrong, Cherylynn

Koneski, Mr. Gary Maerz
Franklin Square......... Mr. Victor J. Caraddo,
Mr. Rocco Spano
Freeport.................... Mr. Lawrence P. Curry,
Ann Petruso,
Ms. Kathleen M. Randall
Stacy Clausen, Mr. Raymond J.
Hayes, Ms. Lily Kiyasu,
Jacqueline Reinhard, Patricia
Shea, Mrs. Carleton Theis

Garden City

?za

Glen Oaks................ W. E. DeGroot,
Ms. Mary C. Heffernan

Hempstead................. Lisa Henn, H. M. & S. E. Hoahing,
Mrs. Ruth Oram Kimko

Hewlett ...................... Mr. M. Henock

Hicksville................... Ms. Jennie Clary, Jessica A.
Klauber, Francis Winkler

Howard Beach........... Marlene Kraham, Gerry Maguire

Island Park................ Mr. Albert Buehler, A. Defex

Lawrence................... Mr. Milton Stier,

Linda Teitelbaum
Mr. John Keogh, Connie C. Lenio,
Beth A. Oscar, Mr. John Serge,
Mr. Fred M. Shapiro,
g Cecelia Sommers
Long Beach ............... Denise Byrne, Joanne Salerno,

Mr. David Steinberg
Lynbrook................... Tony Mina, John O’Connor,

Chandra Sunkara
Massapequa............... Geraldine Erhartic, Mr. Edward

Furstman, Mr. & Mrs. Paul
Golinski, C. Lichtenberger
Massapequa Park..... Beth Cronauer, J. Hillman, Arthur
James, Mr. Bert Liebman,
Mrs. Deborah Panasuk
Merrick .........oo........... Mrs. Carol Barteld, Mr. Mahlon
Dunn, Brad Ferguson, Ivan
Rothman, Mr. Jack Silverman

New York......oco........ Linda Noble Marks,
Wilson & Kaltinick

Oceanside ................. Amanda Fermature, Richard H.
Funk, Eileen M. Mc Chane

Old Bethpage............. Phyllis Anne Barry, Robert Binder,
Leo E. Silverstone

Plainview ................... Walter Grinspan,
Mrs. Olga Karwick

Point Lookout........... Mr. Thomas Eschmann

Rockaway Beach...... Ms. Marilyn S. Grossman
Rockville Centre....... Elizabeth M. Deckerz, Mr. Allan
H. Haack, Sue Ryan

Seaford ........coo....... Mrs. Barbara Carson, John
McDonald, Mr. Philip A. Pollock

Uniondale................... Mr. Albert Ackerman, Susan
Josenhans

Arthur & Evelyn Halper,
Mrs. Anne S. Hogan, M. C.
Hundertpfund, Thomas J. Lally,
Mr. Jules W. Rabin,
David Ricci, Grace Roth,
Mr. Frank T. Williams
Wantagh ................. Peter Abel, James Anson, Frieda
Beltzer, Mr. Leonard Chambers,
Susan A. Soloff,
Joseph A. Wenegenofsky
West Hempstead ...... Ms. Patricia E. Gallagher
Woodmere................ Mr. Robert Rosenfield




BINDCULARS & PATCHES FOR SALE
For many years, South Shore Audubon has been selling
the complete line of Bausch & Lomb / Bushnell binoculars
and spotting scopes at competitive prices. Joe Lancer
(536-6574, 7 to 9 r.M.) keeps a supply of
ol Qp National Audubon Society Natureview
4 binoculars handy and can order any-
4 thing else for you. A very familiar
birdfeeding catalog describes these binoculars as follows
(and sells them for $158.95; we sell them for $110):
“Bushnell is highly regarded for the high quality and
performance of its optical gear. Their Natureview bin-
oculars were designed for bird-watchers and naturalists
and selected as the official binoculars of the National
Audubon Society. Fully coated optics provide exceptional
clarity with 8 x 42 magnification. A 341’ field of view
enhances your ability to spot birds and other wildlife.
Convenient center focusing. Rubber armor protects body
from wet conditions. Complete with vinyl carrying case
and neck strap.

Look for Joe on Bird Seed Savings Day and at meetings
and bird walks. He’'ll also be happy to sell you one of
SSAS’s beautiful and newly redrawn chapter patches for
just $3.
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CONSERVATION REPORT
Betly Borowsky

After a long haul, it looks as if quite a few environment-
friendly initiatives have been adopted after all. You al-
ready have heard about the Clean Water/Clean Air Bond
Act [there’s more info in this Skimmer] — all the New York
State chapters of the National Audubon Society, as well as
numerous other environmental groups (joining together
in an ad hoc group called the Environmental Coalition for
the Clean Water/Clean Air Bond Act, 1996) have been
campaigning as hard as possible to solicit votes in support
of the bond.

In addition, Congress recently approved a bill authorizing
the purchase of Sterling Forest, a beautiful piece of prop-
erty straddling New York and New Jersey which, for a while
there, we thought would be lost to development. This
chapter and many others conducted an aggressive letter
writing and lobbying campaign to convince legislators
that this purchase was well worth the expense, and evi-
dently they agreed.

Various constraints imposed upon the Endangered
Species Act are on hold or have been lifted (most notably
the halting of additional species being identified as en-
dangered). To prevent future attacks on this act, however,
a new proposal, the Endangered Natural Heritage Act, is
being proposed by the National Audubon Society and its
Endangered Species Coalition partners. The main objec-
tive of the act is to “close Endangered Species loopholes,
ensure the recovery of listed species, prevent the need to

list species in the future, and encourage conservation by
private property owners through tax incentives.” Rather
than list all the details (quite boring, and probably prema-
ture anyway), the important point is that the act is an
attempt to shore up the effort to monitor the numbers of
species and population sizes, and to maintain the amount
of natural habitat which can support them at relatively
stable levels.

An alarming development is the apparent number of
deals being cut between private interests and the gov-
ernment under the umbrella of Habitat Conservation Plans.
Briefly, these are agreements in which land-
owners promise to do something to protect
the environment on one part of their property
in exchange for waivers that permit them to
alter another part of their property. For example, the
landowner promises not to develop one part of his/her
property in exchange for permission to eliminate a wet-
lands area on another.

We are greatly opposed to all deals of this sort. The
effect of this is merely to slow down environmental de-
struction, not to eliminate it.

History teaches that areas that are protected by such
deals today are the next targets for compromise tomor-
row. Our goal should be to halt environmentally unsound
development of all natural areas.

If you know of any such deals, or have any expertise on
this subject, please contact Mary Minette at National
Audubon (send e-mail to mminette@audubon.org) or
myself. The first objective is to document the number and
scope of these contracts; then we can mount an appropriate
defense.

Meanwhile, visit Sterling Forest. You'll love it.
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BACKYARD BIRDING WITH ELLIOTT KUTNER

The guest speaker at the Garden City Bird Sanctuary’s
November 21st meeting at the Garden City Public Library
will be our own Birding & Field Trips Chairperson, Elliott
Kutner, who is scheduled to present a slide show and talk
about the many birds that visit our backyards and how you
can make your yard more attractive to songbirds. The
library’s address is 60 Seventh Street; the Thursday night
meeting runs from 8 to 10 p.m.
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Seed - Feeders (516) 694-2180
Houses - Baths
Books - Gifts

F—BARN"‘"D

( WILD BIRD CENTER )

“NEW YORK'S LARGEST WILD BIRD SPECIALTY STORE”

621 Fulton St. (Rt. 109), Farmingdale, NY 11735
Located between McDonald's & Dunkin' Donuts
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SIGN UP FOR OUR MONTAUK BIRD TRIP
Mike Higgiston

South Shore Audubon Society will sponsor a winter
Montauk arid East End bird trip on Saturday, January
25, 1997. The trip will be limited to 25 participants and
you must call to reserve a spot. We will meet at the parking
lot at Hempstead Lake State Park on Peninsula Boulevard
at 5:45 a.M. to carpool and begin our trip. Those who live
farther east can elect to meet us at the Montauk Point
State Park parking lot at 7:30 a.M.; we will begin our trip on
the sea side of the concession stand.

We will proceed to Montauk Point, after which we will
wend our way westward, visiting such spots as Deep
Hollow Ranch, the Lake Montauk jetty, Fort Pond, Lazy
Point on Napeague Harbor, David’s Lane Pond, Hook
Pond, Shinnecock Inlet, and Dune Road, among others. If
conditions are right, we could see up to 60 species,
including all three scoters, eiders, gannets, loons, grebes,
and mergansers. Land birding can be just as exciting as
sea and there is always a chance to see something out of
the ordinary. Bring lunch so we can maximize our time in
the field. There will be a charge of $10, which will help
support our all-volunteer chapter. Bill Hollweg (226-2519)
and I (538-8376) will be the trip leaders and you may call
either of us to register for the trip. Snow or rain will cancel
the trip. Heavy accumulation of snow already on the roads
will also cancel the trip. Bring spotting scopes if you have
them and dress warmly. You can probably expect to leave
the Dune Road area around 4:30 p.M.
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A FALL INTERLUDE
Morlon | Silver

On a knoll, at the end of the road, in the shadow of the
Fire Island lighthouse, birders scan the sky to witness the
annual fall migration of the “hawks.” The viewing is not
just restricted to hawks, but also includes the passage of
eagles, osprey, falcons, loons, cormorants, and even the
monarch butterflies and multihued dragonflies. It is the
location of this barrier island, situated between the inhos-
pitable waters of the ocean and the bay, that funnels the
flight down the length of the island, in view of the “hawk
watch.”

Each fall day, a group of dedicated men and women,
joined by interested amateurs, identifies and records the
numbers of raptors, adding to the yearly observations of
the fall migration. Students and Ph.D.’s, businessmen and
retirees, and doctors and teachers are all involved in this
“benign madness.”

Two plastic owls perched atop two separate poles are
put in position, exposed to the elements and to the pierc-
ing eyes of the overflying raptors. One stands exposed as
abare plastic deception; the other is a pathetic attempt to
emulate avian reality by having had feathers pasted to its

plastic frame. We all laugh and shake our heads in disbelief
— those decoys couldn’t attract a pussycat. But wait...

Suddenly, we note a falcon rocketing by, circling about
and making for the unfortunate owls. A Merlin attacks the
feathered decoy, hauling up at the last moment when the
deception is recognized. We all shout with laughter and
admiration at the sight of this magnificent falcon on the
hunt. Off he flies as we await the next visitor to our absurd
lures.

Time passes and our count increases, as well as our
appetites. We sit on any available log or beach chair,
eating our lunch yet always alert to the aerial visitors. I sit
with my sandwich in my lap, enjoying a quiet moment,
when someone sees a far-off silhouette,
wings powerfully beating, making a de-
liberate approach toward our site. I leap

7 tomy feet, binoculars at the ready, for a

PRI magnificent Peregrine Falcon is rocket-

ing toward the decoys. He veers slightly away as he

recognizes the owl frauds — soaring above us and away.

He wasn’t even interested in my delicious sandwich lying
there in the sand.

Oh welll A sandwich is just a sandwich, but a Peregrine
is the glory of Nature incarnate.
POP00000000000000000 00000000000 0000000000000 0000

SSAS AND ROGER TORY PETERSON

Dolores Rogers

[A few days after Roger Tory Peterson’s death last July
(at age 87 at his home in Lyme, Connecticut), your Skimmer
editor rejected requests that his passing be noted on these
pages, on grounds that everyone would see obituaries in
Audubon and other prominent publications. However,
requests have continued, many fellow chapters have hon-
ored him in their newsletters, and I was recently reminded
that two of our board members had met him, so see below.
What impresses me the most in any of the obits I've seen
is the story that in order to get the first 2000 copies of his
ground-breaking Field Guide to Birds published in 1934,
Peterson had to agree to receive no royalties on the first
1000 copies. To date, 7 million Peterson Field Guides
have been sold; two are mine.]

Early last year, Marge Jaeger and I went to a lunch-hour
book signing at a Rizzoli International Bookstore in Man-
hattan. We stood in a long line, waiting to give Roger Tory
Peterson an invitation to be a guest speaker at SSAS'’s 25th
Anniversary Dinner (he later sent us a regret letter). While
we were at it, Marge bought a coffee table bird book for
$50 which Roger graciously signed. On the other hand, 1
asked him to sign a very old bird guide to the United
Kingdom — hardback, which I purchased for $1 at T.R.
Sanctuary. I think it was his first edition of that book. He
very graciously mentioned that there is a newer edition
out and autographed it. He was a kind gentleman! We will
sorely miss him:.




Holiday Tree Sale!

Annie F. Mcinlyre

This year, when you get a tree for the holidays, you can
give a gift back to nature!

Buy a live, rooted tree, enjoy it during the holidays,
then donate it to Jones Beach. We've all seen the dying
trees at Jones Beach. Here is a simple, concrete way for
you to help get healthy trees in the ground.

Nuts and bolts:

Species — White Spruce

Price— 2to3ft..cn.......... $25
3todft........ $32
4t05ft...oe $36
5to6ft........ $45
6to7 ft.ennn... $70
7t08fti. $87

Because these are custom orders, they must be prepaid
and are nonrefundable. This is a nonprofit activity. The
trees will be picked up and returned to my house. They will
be stored in a greenhouse through winter and planted east
of Field #5 in the spring.

Please feel free to call me with any questions (379-
2206). To order a tree, send check to Annie F. MclIntyre,
26 Princeton Place, Merrick, NY 11566.
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BLUE BARRETTE LOOKING FOR DWNER
Michael Sperling

After our September meeting ended, I found a grayish
blue barrette. Since the wind-swept soggy remnants of
tropical storm Josephine discouraged all but 45 of our
most dedicated and foolish members from coming to our
October meeting (I was there, counting heads), I still have
a grayish blue barrette. If it belongs in your hair, please call
me at 541-0805 after 7:30 p.m. If no one claims it by our
November meeting, it’s destined for that night’s Birdathon
raffle.
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SSAS Mission Statement — The mission of South
Shore Audubon Society is to promote environmental
education, and preserve and restore our environ-
ment, through responsible activism, for the benefit
of both people and wildlife.

SSAS Post Office Statement — South Shore
SKimmer is published monthly from September
B through December and February through

= June by South Shore Audubon Society,
P.0. Box 31, Freeport, NY 11520-0031.
¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢O¢¢¢¢¢¢¢

SAVE THOSE POSTAGE STAMPS

As noted in a recent issue of Bird Watcher's Digest, the
Royal Society for the Protection of Birds in England sells
stamps to collectors and dealers; the proceeds support

various RSPB activities, especially /land

acquisition. Mike Higgiston urges his fel-

low SSAS members to start saving stamps

for them. Even our most common issues

are wanted; just cut undamaged stamps
from envelopes (don’t peel them off) and bring them
to our monthly meetings or mail them to Michael
Higgiston, 220 Fairlawn Avenue, West Hempstead, NY
11552-2108.
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Explore the coast
E: with the

AMERICAN
LITTORAL SOCIETY

ASSATEAGUE FALL WEEKEND

(Nov. 7-10) Visit Chincoteague National Wildiife Refuge.
See wild ponies, Sika deer, Delmarva fox squirrels, Bald
Eagles, and river otter. Cost: $225 includes 3 nights motel,
safari ride, “all-you-can-eat” seafood buffet, and guides.

MONTAUK WINTER WEEKEND

(Jan. 31 - Feb. 2) Stay at the luxurious Montauk Manor
House during the peak of winter birding. See loons,
scoters, eiders, and possible eagles. Visit harbor seal
haulout. Hike dunes and bluffs. Cost: $245 includes 2
nights, 5 meals, 5 field trips, and 2 evening lectures. For
a reservation call Don at (718) 634-6467.

NEW YEAR'S DAY BEACH WALK
(Jan. 1, 1997) Meet at Jones Beach West End #2 parking
lot at 11 a.m.

For information and free brochure
contact: Don Riepe
28 West 9th Road
Broad Channel, NY 11693
(718) 634-6467




« BIRD WALKS o
Elliolt Kuiner

All walks start at 9:30 a.m. except for Pelham Bay; no
walk if it rains or snows or temperature is below 25°F. Any
questions? Call Elliott at 486-7667.

Oct. 27 Massapequa Preserve (LIRR N.E. lot)
Nov. 3 Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge
Nov. 10 Zach’s Bay Parking Field #4, N.E. corner
Nov. 17 Massapequa Preserve (LIRR N.E. lot)
Nov. 24 Pelham Bay for Owls (pull over to street
on extreme right after going through
Throgs Neck Bridge toll; meet at 9 a.m.)
Dec. 1 Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge
Dec. 8 Jones Beach West End #2, N.E. corner
Dec. 15 Zach’s Bay Parking Field #4, N.E. corner
Dec. 22 Massapequa Preserve (LIRR N.E. lot)
Dec. 29 Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge
Jan. 5 Jones Beach West End #2, N.E. corner
Jan. 12 Massapequa Preserve (LIRR N.E. lot)
Jan. 19 Zach’s Bay Parking Field #4, N.E. corner
Jan. 26 Massapequa Preserve (LIRR N.E. lot)
Feb. 2 Pelham Bay for Owls (meet at 9 a.m.)
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CLEAN WATER/CLEAN AIR BOND ACT

[At Bear Mountain, the Audubon Council of New York
State, which represents 32 Audubon chapters with 40,000
members, approved the following resolution. Each spring,
the council and NYS Field Office approve and distribute to
elected officials a booklet of state and federal legislative
resolutions.]

Whereas, the State Legislature has approved, and Gov-
ernor Pataki has signed into'law, a $1.75 billion Clean
Water/Clean Air Bond Act; and

Whereas, the Bond Act will be presented to New York
State’s voters for approval on the ballot in November,
1996; and

Whereas, this Bond Act was endorsed by virtually every
major environmental organization in the state — includ-
ing the National Audubon Society’s New York State Field
Office and the Executive Committee of the Audubon
Council of New York State — in addition to business and
civic groups, such as the New York State Conference of
Mayors, the Business Council of New York State, the As-
sociation for a Better Long Island, and others; and

Whereas, to benefit every community across New York
State, the Bond Act concentrates on five key categories:
clean water programs (including protection of water bod-
ies, watersheds, and aquifers); safe drinking water pro-
grams; solid waste initiatives; municipal environmental
restoration projects; and air quality projects; and

Whereas, $790 million will be allocated to the Clean Water
Program for municipal treatment improvements, nonpoint
source pollution control projects, aquatic habitat restora-

tion, and implementation of existing management plans
for significant water bodies, such as the Long Island
Sound, Lake Champlain, Onondaga Lake, the Finger Lakes
and Great Lakes, Peconic Bay and South Shore Estuary,
New York Harbor and Hudson River; and

Whereas, the Clean Water Program includes $150 mil-
lion for open space acquisition to protect water resources
such as important aquifers, watersheds, and wetlands,
plus $50 million for wastewater and flood control, $15
million for dam safety projects, and related initiatives; and

Whereas, the Safe Drinking Water Program, receiving
$355 million, will include $265 million to start a revolving
loan fund and $90 million in grants for municipalities to
upgrade their drinking water systems to meet safe drink-
ing water standards; and

Whereas, $175 million will be earmarked for Solid Waste
Initiatives; $200 million will be earmarked for Municipal
Environmental Restoration Projects for grants to munici-
palities for costs associated with cleaning up “brownfields”
to Superfund standards; and $230 million will be ear-
marked for Air Quality Projects;

Therefore Be It

Resolved that the Audubon Council of New York State
believes the Clean Water/Clean Air Bond Act will bring
tremendous benefits to all New York State residents and
will also benefit the birds, wildlife, and habitats the Audubon
Council and its members strive to protect; and be it further

Resolved that the Audubon Council of New York State
strongly urges citizens to vote “yes” on November 5, 1996
for the Clean Water/Clean Air Bond Act.

Help Get the Word Out. At the Council meeting we
were urged to encourage everybody (members and espe-
cially nonmembers) to call the NYS Field Office’s toll-free
Activist Hotline, (800) 414-ACTN, regularly. The current
taped message from the hotline’s founder and our hero,
NY State Representative Suzanna Dwyer, gives details on
the Clean Water/Clean Air Bond Act.
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BIRDSEED SALE REMINDER

The first of our two annual birdseed sales will take place
on Sunday, October 27th, from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.M. in the
parking lot of Tackapausha Museum on Washington Av-
enue in Seaford (just north of Merrick Road). The order
form for the 17 seed packages appeared in last month’s
Skimmer; if you didn’t preorder, there will be some seed
available on the sale date (but not as much as usual, since
we cannot return unsold seed this year). Volunteers are
needed to process orders and help carry seed. Our next
sale will be Sunday, January 26th; the order form will
appear in next month’s Skimmer.
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RARE BIRD ALERT (212) 979-3070
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MONTAUK'S WINTERTIME BIRDS
Mike Higgiston

[This winter, Mike and Bill are offering you a chance to
join them on this trip. See this Skimmer for details.]

There is always a desire to see birds far from home,
especially if one decides to go to warmer places during the
winter. However, winter birding at home can offer the
same amount of interest and excitement and it doesn’t
cost as much. Bill Hollweg and I plan two special trips
during the year, an overnight trip to Cape May over
Columbus Day weekend for some hawk watching and fall
migration, and a winter day trip to Montauk. Early in
January 1996, Bill and I, joined by Rick Kopitsch, started
out early to reach Montauk Point around 7:30 a.m. It was
the coldest I've ever been in my life, as the wind whipped
off the water and around and through us, but the weather
didn’t seem to bother the birds much. There were Comn-
mon Eider, Common Loon, Red-breasted Merganser,
White-winged Scoter, Oldsquaw, and two kinds of gulls.
In the shrubbery along the road, we found Yellow-rumped
(Myrtle) Warbler, White-throated and Song Sparrows,
Brown Thrasher, Northern Mockingbird, Gray Catbird,
Northern Cardinal, and Biue Jay.

We left the Point and drove west to East Lake Drive,
where we intended to bird the jetty leading from Lake
Montauk into Block Island Sound. Along the way, we
came upon a mixed flock of sparrows foraging for seeds.
Two new species greeted us, Field and Tree Sparrows.
After scanning the waters surrounding the jetty, we beat a
hasty retreat from the cold and stopped for breakfast at a
diner. After warming up, we proceeded leisurely westbound
along Old Montauk Highway, where we found a Black-
capped Chickadee and a Red-breasted Nuthatch. A Red-
tailed Hawk sailed above Napeague State Park as we
drove through to Promised Land and joined Montauk
Highway as Amagansett came into view. We proceeded to
Hook Pond in East Hampton and spotted
Canada Goose, Tundra Swan,
Northern Shoveler, Mallard,
Ring-necked Duck, Buffle- _
head (pictured), Canvas- <&
back, Ruddy Duck, Lesser =
Scaup, and American Coot.
We left Hook Pond, turned toward the ocean, scanned
from the car, and were rewarded with looks at a Red-
necked Grebe. We continued west and poked around
Georgica Pond, but saw nothing of interest. Further west,
we ventured into Bridgehampton, south of Montauk
Highway, and were fortunate to come upon a house with
several bird feeders. Mourning Dove, House Sparrow,
White-breasted Nuthatch, Northern Junco, American
Robin, Common Crow, and Rock Dove were helping
themselves to the seeds. Further south, an American
Kestrel entertained us by hovering over an open field,
searching for field mice.

We turned west onto Bridge Lane, which crosses
Sagaponack Lake. We stopped there and found American
Black Duck, Great Blue Heron, American Wigeon, Beited
Kingfisher, Green-winged Teal, Killdeer, Double-crested
Cormorant, and Black-crowned Night Heron. Our first
glance at the cormorant got us excited, as it looked quite
unusual, but after studying the bird we realized it had only
adopted an unusual position to take a nap. We quickly
discarded any ideas we had of calling the Rare Bird Alert.
From there we drove to the jetty at Shinnecock Canal. We
found Brant, Mute Swan, Horned Grebe, and Bonaparte’s
Gull. We retraced our path back on Dune Road and turned
under the Ponquogue Bridge. Here along the bay we
found Black-bellied Plover, Sanderling (shown below),
and Dunlin. We turned the car west along Dune Road and
stopped periodically to scan both sides of the road. We
spotted a Northern Harrier on the Shinnecock Bay side
and then we came across our mystery bird of the trip.
Bathing and drinking in puddles along both sides of Dune
Road was a blackbird. That's about all we could agree
upon. It had many of the characteristics of a Brewer’s
Blackbird; unfortunately, it also showed many of the
patterns of a Rusty Blackbird. We simply couldn’t decide.
[ have seen both blackbirds myself, but as Bill needed the
Rusty for his life list and Rick needed a Brewer’s for his life
list, [ decided to keep my opinions to myself.

We continued west and were rewarded with our best
bird entertainment of the day. Between the road and the
ocean dunes, we spotted a Barn Owl. It was flying back
and forth looking for food and it was completely oblivious
to our presence. We were able to follow the owl along the
road for a mile or so as it dipped and turned and hovered.
It was the best look we'd ever had of a Barn Owl in action.

Further on, I drove into a parking lot on a hunch. It
seemed like some excellent habitat for Horned Lark and
Snow Bunting, and sure enough we came upon some
Horned Lark hunting for seeds along the cracks of the
concrete. There was another lot on the other side of the
road, and we tried that one also and found our Snow
Bunting. By this time, it was getting late and we started for
home. We crossed over the bay on the Quogue Bridge and
stopped when we saw waterfowl near the bridge. We
scanned the birds and found a Common Goldeneye swim-
ming with the more usual species. It turned out that this
was our most successful Montauk trip, with a total of 61
species spotted during the day. Not a bad list for a frigid
day in January.
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