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NEXT MEETING
DATE: Tuesday, March 12, 2019
TIME: 7:30 P.M.
PLACE: Freeport Memorial Library

144 W. Merrick Rd. (at S. Ocean Ave.)
SPEAKER: Carl Flatow
TOPIC: Bees

Many plant species could not survive without bee pol-
linators. When we think about them, we typically think
about two kinds of bees — honeybees and bumblebees
— but in fact there are hundreds of different species, each
more fascinating than the next.

A graduate of what is now known as Stony Brook Uni-
versity, Carl Flatow is an expert beekeeper, photographer,
and educator. He will speak about bee biology and diver-
sity in general, as well as bees’ essential function in our
gardens and local ecology. You can visit his unique living
“Wall of Bees” honeybee observation hive on the second
floor of the Long Island Children’s Museum in Garden
City; “Carl the Beekeeper” also maintains outdoor hives
at the Cornell Cooperative Extension’s East Meadow
Farm and elsewhere in our area. Join us.

Pre-Meeting Book Discussion. Arrive a half-hour early
to participate in a discussion led by R. U. Abyrdar II (aka
Paul Stessel) of the book that he and Sy Schiff reviewed
in the previous Skimmer. This meeting’s book is North on
the Wing: Travels with the Songbird Migration of Spring by
Bruce M. Beehler.

Parking Lots. In addition to the parking lot adjacent to
the library, there’s a lightly used, well-lit, and fairly close
municipal lot on the east side of S. Ocean Ave., on the
near (south) side of the gas station that borders Sunrise
Highway.

IN ORDER TO MINIMIZE WASTE, PLEASE
BRING COFFEE MUGS TO OUR MEETINGS.

SHADE-GROWN COFFEE PROTECTS RAINFORESTS!
© © 0606060606000 00000 0 0 0 0

OUR E-LIST http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ssas_list

SSAS Mission Statement — The mission of
South Shore Audubon Society is to promote environ-
mental education; conduct research pertaining to local
bird populations, wildlife, and habitat; and preserve
and restore our environment, through responsible

activism, for the benefit of both people and wildlife.

SSAS COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS
Belsy Gulofta

Thanks to the much-appreciated and increased sup-
port of longtime member Evelyn Bishop, South Shore
Audubon Society is offering $750 Jerry Bishop Envi-
ronmental Scholarships this spring for college juniors,
seniors, or graduate students who are continuing their
studies toward a degree in an area of biological or en-
vironmental science, such as wildlife management, for-
estry, animal behavior, ecology, marine biology, ocean-
ography, mammalogy, or ornithology. Our annual college
scholarship program began in 1994 and was named in
memory of Jerry two years later. For information, call
me at 546-8841 or send e-mail to betsy.gulotta@ncc.edu.
Applications are due by April 30.

BORDER WALL STATEMENT FROM NAS

Editor’s note: The February 8 “Chapter Leader Update”
e-mail from National Audubon Society’s David Ringer
alerted us to a February 4 press release from NAS that’s
posted on their website and reprinted below. As this Skim-
mer goes to press, we're nearing the end of the three-week
back-to-work period that followed a 35-day government
shutdown and the border-wall issue remains unresolved.
For a history of the existing border wall, see https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Secure_Fence_Act of 2006 (a
law that was introduced by LI Congressman Peter King).

National Audubon Society Opposes Loss of Important
Bird Habitat Because of Border Wall. Birds tell us about the
health of every landscape.



As construction is imminently set to begin on a section
of a border wall at the National Butterfly Sanctuary in
Mission, Texas and that threatens to close Bentsen—Rio
Grande Valley State Park in Texas, part of the World Blrd—
ing Center, which hosts over 500 bird spe-
cies, National Audubon Society released E===
its position statement opposing the wall:

Along with planetary warming, loss of habitat is a
leading cause of declining bird populations. The biologi-
cal impact of destroying this habitat is incredibly high.
The ecosystems along the U.S. border with Mexico are
intensely rich in birds and natural beauty. They generate
hundreds of millions of dollars in ecotourism and other
economic benefits every year, and they support vibrant
human communities.

That’s no surprise: Healthy ecosystems contribute to
healthy bird populations and healthy human communi-
ties alike. The wellbeing of birds and of people are deeply
intertwined, and that’s why Audubon has worked for de-
cades to protect birds and the places they need. Of course,
healthy human communities also depend on strong local
culture, good jobs, public health, and the rule of law.

As the voice of birds and as a community-builder for
114 years, Audubon opposes the construction of struc-
tures along the border that would:

£ destroy or fragment important bird habitat like
Bentsen—Rio Grande Valley State Park, iconic National
Wildlife Refuges like Santa Ana NWR in Texas, National
Parks, National Forests, other public lands, or protected
wetlands;

£ block migration corridors for 111 endangered spe-
cies, and 108 species of migratory birds;

£ damage habitat for over 500 species of birds;

£ create or worsen environmental risks like flooding
that would threaten birds and people;

£ result in waiving or weakening bedrock environmen-
tal protections, including the Migratory Bird Treaty Act,
the Endangered Species Act, the Clean Water Act, or the
National Environmental Policy Act;

£ diminish outdoor recreation or ecotourism opportu-
nities;

£ sever connections between communities and natural
resources; or

£ harm the communities, landowners, tribes, or orga-
nizations with whom we partner and among whom we
serve.

Millions of Americans from all walks of life love birds
and understand the connections between birds and peo-
ple. Audubon believes that conservation doesn’t have
a party and that bird issues can bring us together. At a
time when America needs solutions and understanding,
Audubon remains committed to creating more common
ground for birds and communities.

Ea e aaas ae aig aid oid o o'a o' a'g ad Sig St Se S aa o' o8 S8 St ot ois o 4
LIKE US! http://facebook.com/SSAudubon

B S R S M A A .

THE RAZORBILL'S EDGE
Climate Change and the Invasion of 2018
Brien Weiner

December 2018 brought a spectacular irruption of
Razorbills close to the shores of Long Island. Record num-
bers on Christmas Bird Counts and record offshore flights
were observed by many birders from Brooklyn
to Montauk. Razorbills are crow-sized, thick-
billed, tuxedo-plumaged alcids that are the clos-
est we can come to the extinct Great Auk (pic-
tured since your editor doesn’t have Razorbill  ;
clip art), and if we are not careful, they may go
the way of their cousin. The 2018 irruption may
be part of a pattern that emerged in 2012 and
reflects the impacts of climate change on ocean tempera-
ture and currents, and of overfishing on prey availability.

Razorbills typically nest in colonies along the North At-
lantic coast as far south as Maine, and winter offshore as
far south as New Jersey and occasionally Virginia. The
invasion of 2012 was epic, with huge flocks of Razorbills
being seen as far south as Florida and the Gulf of Mexico;
it was also tragic, as many of those Razorbills turned up
dead or exhausted and emaciated. Theories included that
Superstorm Sandy blew the birds off course and disrupt-
ed their food source, or that the warming waters of the
Northwest Atlantic drove them south in search of food.
Either way, the irruption could be attributed to climate
change. And the long journey, combined with a lack of
oil-rich fish and with unfamiliar predators, led to death.

Razorbills will follow the food; if food sources are scarce
in their usual foraging areas, they will travel extensively in
search of suitable prey. The magnitude of the 2012 inva-
sion was unprecedented and included other species such
as Black and White-winged Scoter, Red-throated Loon,
Dovekie, and Thick-billed Murre. By contrast, the 2018
invasion was not as large and was accompanied by un-
usually low numbers of scoters and eiders. The Razor-
bills, which numbered in the thousands, bizarrely out-
numbered the scoters and eiders; normally, it is the other
way around. There were more Thick-billed Murre sight-
ings, however, than in a typical winter.

There seems to be a strong correlation between the ex-
tent and direction of Razorbill movement and the magni-
tude of the sea surface temperature (SST) anomalies in
the Northwest Atlantic. In 2012, abnormally warm SST
of 10-15 degrees Celsius were 3°C higher than normal,
forcing Razorbills south to Florida and the Gulf of Mex-
ico in search of food availability; a slightly cooler tem-
perature occurred along the Gulf Coast, and Razorbills
accordingly stayed closer to shore. The movement of a
cold water species into the warmer waters of Florida and
the Gulf is an indicator of an alarming trend related to cli-
mate change. Research has shown that changing circula-
tion in the North Atlantic produces unpredictable climate
change effects.




In addition to anomalously high SST offshore in the
North Atlantic, the 2012 Razorbill invasion accompanied
the meander of the Gulf Stream in the nearshore North
Atlantic. Such meandering can produce anomalously cold
water close to southeastern coasts, as the Gulf Stream’s
currents carry warmer water farther away from land and
dissociate, allowing colder water to move south.

Ironically, warmer SST off Atlantic Canada during
spring and summer may produce an expansion of the Ra-
zorbills’ preferred fish and crustacean prey farther north
and east, and a corresponding increase in Razorbill popu-
lation. Larger numbers of Razorbills may then seek food
in depleted warm water and be forced to move south.

Research in 2015 by Richard R. Vent and Lisa L. Manne
found that for Razorbills, southward shifts in winter dis-
tribution have been accompanied by southward expan-
sion of breeding range, and increase within the core of
the range. The immediate cause of these changes is un-
clear, but, as for most other species of seabirds whose
distributions have changed with climate, seems likely to
be the availability of prey. Razorbills feed on a variety of
schooling fishes and their breeding range also expanded
into the Canadian Arctic following northward expansion
of capelin and sand lance.

Overfishing, like climate change, initially benefited but
ultimately threatens the population of Razorbills. In the
1970s, overfishing of herring, a predator of sand lance,
resulted in an increase in sand lance and in Razorbills and
other seabirds feeding on them. Overfishing of sand lance
followed. As people consume more seafood, they rely in-
creasingly on fish farms to meet their needs; enormous
quantities of forage fish, including sand lance, are caught
worldwide and processed into fish meal and fish oil to
feed farmed fish. In 2016, the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Man-
agement Council limited the harvest of forage fish.

Capelin abundance in the waters off Newfoundland
and Labrador declined by 70% from 2016 to 2018, largely
because of poor environmental conditions, and this exac-
erbates capelin’s vulnerability to overfishing. Declines in
forage fish such as sand lance and capelin could be cata-
strophic for our entire marine ecosystem of larger fish,
marine mammals, and seabirds that depend on them, as
well as for the fishing industry and our food supply.

Other threats to Razorbills include fishing nets, oil pol-
lution, and hunting. Razorbills were harvested until they
came under the protection of the Migratory Bird Trea-
ty Act (MBTA) in 1917, without which they might have
been hunted to extinction like the Great Auk in the mid
1800s, which was hunted for food and feathers. With the
weakening of the MBTA by the Trump administration,
which gives corporations a free pass on the birds they kill,
Razorbills are even more at risk to the fishing and oil in-
dustries.

Fortunately, Razorbill populations are currently
thought to be stable or increasing throughout major parts
of their global range. The North American Waterbird

Conservation Plan estimates a continental breeding pop-
ulation of 76,000 birds, rates the species a 14 out of 20 on
the Continental Concern Score, and lists it as a Species of
Moderate Concern. Razorbill is not on the 2016 State of
the Birds Watch List.

Although Razorbills occur only on the East Coast in
North America (they also occur in the Northwestern
Atlantic), Audubon’s climate model suggests that climati-
cally suitable regions may soon become available on the
West Coast, though at the cost of over half of the cur-
rent climate space on the East Coast. With the continued
melting of sea ice in the Arctic Ocean, Razorbills may
be able to disperse biogeographically from East to West.
What prey and predators they will find is unknown.

Razorbill invasions are harbingers of climate change
and indicators of the health of the Atlantic Ocean; con-
servation actions that are good for Razorbills will accord-
ingly be good for us.

One simple conservation action we can take as in-
dividuals is to make sustainable choices when we eat
seafood. For recommendations, visit the Monterey Bay
Aquarium’s www.seafoodwatch.org, whose annual pock-
et guides have been distributed at some SSAS meetings.

Syosset Plaza
625 Jericho Turnpike
Syosset, NY 11791 (516) 226-1780
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< BIRD WALKS <

Joe Landesberg

All walks start at 9 a.m.; no walk if it rains or snows or
temperature is below 25°F Call me at 467-9498 in case
of questionable conditions or for other info. Check www:.
facebook.com/SSAudubon (you don’t need to have a
Facebook account) for cancellations, changes, and lists
from recent walks. Directions and lists of what we’ve
seen in recent years are at www.ssaudubon.org.

Feb. 24 Mill Pond Park (Wantagh/Bellmore, north
side of Merrick Rd.)

Mar. 3 Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge

Mar. 10 Jones Beach West End #2, N.E. corner

Mar. 17 Hempstead Lake State Park (Southern
State Parkway Exit 18 south, Field #3)

Mar. 24 Norman J. Levy Park and Preserve

Mar. 31 Massapequa Preserve (LIRR N.E. lot)

Apr. 7 Mill Pond Park (see above)

Apr. 14 Point Lookout Town Park, S.E. corner (and

Lido Preserve afterwards)



JOIN US IN THE TACKAPAUSHA GARDEN

Marilyn Hamelz

Last spring, summer, and fall, South Shore Audubon
improved and beautified the garden at the Tackapausha
Museum for birds, butterflies, and people. With the help
of a National Audubon Collaborative Grant, we added na-
tive plants, removed weeds and invasives, and are putting
in signage and preparing informational materials.

Spring is on the way, and the garden will be active again.
We will be maintaining it and have applied for additional
funding to expand the improved area and add additional
plantings.

If you would like to join our garden volunteers, please
contact SSAS’s Anne Mehlinger at amehlinger36@gmail.
com or 798-1412.

NYNJHAT UPDATE

Editor’s note: The November Skimmer (which is posted
at www.ssaudubon.org, along with every other back issue
we could find) featured Brien Weiner’s article about the
New York and New Jersey Harbor and Tributaries Study
and the concerns that she submitted on behalf of SSAS.
Here’s a January 31 e-mail sent to us by the US. Army
Corps of Engineers’” NYNJHAT Study Team. As Brien
wrote, “The study, which is in the process of scoping an
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), is evaluating five
alternatives that combine structural and non-structural
measures, and a no-action alternative, for an area that
covers parts of the New Jersey coast, the Hudson Valley,
New York City, and western Long Island Sound. Close to
home, this includes Jamaica Bay and the Rockaways. The
measures include beach nourishment, levees, floodwalls
and seawalls, and storm-surge barriers.”

Dear NYNJHAT Study Stakeholders,

Thank you for your thoughtful comments sent during
the extended Scoping Period for the NYNJHAT Study this
past year. Responses to your comments will be shared in
the Public Engagement Appendix to the Interim Report
that the NYNJHAT Study team is preparing for release on
February 19, 2019. This Interim Report is being provided
to share these responses as well as study information that
has been collected and analyzed on the various concep-
tual alternatives under evaluation in the study. This re-
port is not required by Corps policy or regulation, nor is it
identified as a an agency decision document, but rather is
intended to share interim study information as the Corps,
in partnership with the States of New York and New
Jersey as well as the City of New York, work towards
identifying the tentatively selected plan early in 2020.

During the Scoping Period the public expressed ea-
gerness to learn more about the study, including how
the alternative concepts could address the substantial
and pervasive coastal flooding problems that face this
vast region, including sea level rise, and a desire for the

public to meaningfully engage in the study before deci-
sions were made. In order to facilitate this, the study team
will release this Interim Report and hold a series of Public
Information Meetings throughout the study area associ-
ated with it.

Additionally, we have updated our website (new shorter
URL: www.nan.usace.army.mil/NYNJHATS) with more
information to answer some of the common questions
received. Information about the Corps’ project, coastal
storm risks facing this region (including those from sea
level rise), and how the alternative concepts
address these ambient, frequent, and infre- 7
quent coastal flooding risks is available on
the website and discussed in more detail in
the Interim Report. On or soon after February 19, 2019,
this Interim Report will be available via this website.

The Corps welcomes any input you may wish to provide
related to this study as detailed in the Interim Report.
There is no comment period or deadline for providing
feedback. However, comments received earlier (e.g.,
within two weeks of our last planned public meeting, the
end April) will be of most value in helping to guide future
analysis as we work towards identifying the tentatively
selected plan. As always, should you have comments or
thoughts on this study later in the year, we welcome those
comments then as well. Given the great concern and inter-
est in this study, our team plans to exchange information
more frequently via the website, social media, and public
meetings through this year and future years of the study.

CONSERVATION ISSUES AND PROBLEMS: SOME
PERSONAL THOUGHTS

Jim Brown

In the last year, the South Shore Audubon Society has
been involved in numerous important conservation is-
sues, and at all levels: federal, regional, state, and local.
These include:

@ Supporting strong national climate legislation (Off
Fossil Fuels for a Better Future Act)

@ Supporting strong state climate legislation (the New
York State Off Fossil Fuels by 2030 bill)

® Fighting offshore oil and gas drilling on the Atlantic
Outer Continental Shelf and in the Arctic

@ Preserving the wildlife habitat of Hempstead Lake
State Park from harmful overdevelopment

® Working to ensure that critical offshore wind devel-
opment is done properly and is sited so as to minimally
impact birds and other wildlife; and working to ensure
that urgently needed solar power facilities are properly
sited, so as not to destroy important natural habitat, an
unnecessary swap of “green for green”

® Speaking out to preserve the integrity of the Endan-
gered Species Act and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act

@ Seeking a ban on single-use plastic bags



Challenging environmentally harmful storm mitiga-
tion projects in the New York Bight

® Halting construction of the Williams Pipeline and
other harmful fossil fuel infrastructure

Fighting overdevelopment at Belmont Park

@ Preserving Plum Island

Our activities around all of these issues are ongoing
and none of them are completely resolved at this point.
The environment has been, as many of us are aware, un-
der particularly vicious attack for the last several years.
It is depressing to consider the necessity of the constant
battles we must wage. I've often thought about the ob-
stacles we face in reaching goals that we, as environmen-
talists, believe should be obvious and valued by everyone.
Doesn’t everyone wish the greatest diversity of species
to exist? Doesn’t everyone want clean oceans, free of
plastic pollution? More generally, don’t all people desire
a healthy, natural environment in which to live, work, and
recreate? Unfortunately I don’t believe the answers to
these questions are obvious or unequivocal. Not every-
one shares our commitment to the environment.

Many problems that environmentalists face are due not
just to a conflict in values but also involve having to con-
front powerful and wealthy interests. Carl Hiaasen, noted
Floridian novel writer and journalist, has described how
thousands of acres of wetlands have been destroyed in
his state through the influence and actions of the real es-
tate industry. Real estate developers have been granted
the right to destroy wetlands, provided they build sub-
stitute wetlands in another area. Generally the substi-
tutes are vastly inferior to what is lost: “Unfortunately,”
Hiaasen reports, “a shopping mall is much easier (and
much more lucrative) than constructing an ecologically
healthy swamp. Many of the artificially devised wetlands
are nothing but glorified rain puddles.” Real estate devel-
opers have operated so successfully in Florida through
the power of their considerable financial campaign do-
nations to candidates and elected officials, who in turn
have seen to it that governmental agencies don’t stand in
their way. The developers have been permitted to trash
the environment for profit. Is there any doubt that similar
deals are carried out in New York, and indeed throughout
the country?

My belief is that we, as environmentalists, must contin-
ue to argue for sound environmental values and scientific
solutions to environmental problems. Doing so is neces-
sary to accomplishing our goals. But it is far from suf-
ficient. We must go beyond the purely “environmental”
if we are going to accomplish the changes we want, the
changes our planet truly needs. Solid accomplishments
for us will only be won as we also move outside of our
customary concerns and delve into wider social, politi-
cal, and economic issues. I would argue, to return to im-
plicit suggestions in the example given by Carl Hiaasen,
that environmentalists should be concerned with such is-
sues as corporate control of politics and public campaign

finance laws. To solve our many environmental problems,
we also must solve the problem of too-little democracy.

4% WELCOME NEW MEMBERS A%
Wendy Murbach

One of the wonderful perks that you get from an Audu-
bon membership is the chance to be a part of your local
Audubon chapter, South Shore Audubon Society.

You are automatically a valued member of this ac-
tive and friendly chapter, so please come out to the next
meeting at the Freeport Memorial Library from 7:30 to
9:30 p.M., usually on the second Tuesday of the month, to
hear what you can do to help preserve your local environ-
ment’s health and viability, to hear about local issues that
you can help to solve, and to see an interesting program.

Whether you are a beginning birder or someone with a
large life list, you will enjoy our weekly Sunday bird walks.
Check out the special events that are mentioned in this
Skimmer. Attend them yourself, and bring your family and
friends too.

You are warmly invited to be an active participant in
this vibrant all-volunteer organization comprised of per-
sons who, like you, care about the earth we live on, about
our local environment, and about the creatures that live
alongside us.

Our new members since last month’s Skimmer are:

Atlantic Beach............ Miriam Sanello

Bellmore..........ccc....... Steven Biegler, Angela Martin

East Meadow.............. R. E. Bohnenberger

East Rockaway ... Richard Braverman, Roslyn Hoff

Elmont........cccecveienies William J. Campbell

Farmingdale ............... Samuel Shapiro

Levittown ................... Mary Sue Carr, Ellen Insana, Charles
Mandell

Long Beach ................ Kate Patton

Valley Stream.............. Norma Brown, Alan Kalin :

Wantagh .................... Mary & Joseph Coleman, Edward Koerber

West Hempstead......... Eleanor Bateman

31ST ANNUAL WATERFOWL SURVEY
Bill Belfard

The remaining waterfowl survey dates for the 2018-
2019 season are Saturdays, February 23 and March
23. For five days each winter, our group visits the vari-
ous ponds in southern Nassau County from Valley Stream
to Massapequa Park. Volunteers can help out for a few
hours or the whole day. Call me at 385-1759 for more
information and/or to volunteer.

SSAS Post Statement — South Shore

Skimmer is published monthly from September

e through December and February through May

by South Shore Audubon Society, P.0. Box 31,
Freeport, N 11520-0031.




BOOKS FOR BIRDERS
R. U. Abyrdar Il with Sy Schiff

This month’s book is an “oldie” but very much a “good-
ie”!l The author “taught adults to know birds and children
to love them!” The aforementioned quote is the epitaph
for the author that has stood the test of time. The book
is Bird Life: A Guide to the Study of Our Common Birds
by Frank Michler Chapman. He brought a mixed blend
of ornithologist and conservationist to his writings. Bird
Life was written when the much lamented and celebrated
Passenger Pigeon still existed! We owe it to ourselves as
well as the birds, which he was so fond of, to read this still
most important work! (Sy’s review begins here.).

This is a newly minted reprint of an 1897 book by an
author much better known as a founder of the American
Museum of Natural History and the Explorers Club, and
the originator of the Christmas Bird Count. A noted en-
vironmentalist and author of many books, he was espe-
cially known for his Handbook of Birds of Eastern North
America, first published in 1895 and periodically revised
(my copy is dated 1910). That was the book many went to
prior to Roger Tory Peterson’s breakthrough field guide.
Chapman’s other books have since faded into the distant
past, including this resurrected one.

Reading the book takes one back in time to a differ-
ent era. It was one where museum collections were still
being amassed and birds were looked at and studied in
the hand. They were things to shoot at for sport and for
food, and collected for display on women’s hats. There
appeared to be an almost inexhaustible supply. There are
hints throughout the passages of birds less common than
heretofore and Chapman uses this to preach for a stop to
the slaughter.

The book starts with the relation of birds to man, fol-
lowed by the economic value of birds. It then covers
evolution (strictly original Darwin — note the publish
date), plumage, migration, mating, and nesting. There is
a dichotomous key of land birds based on plumage de-
scriptions. As an example: black and white birds; throat
black; length over 6.00 inches; then descriptions of three
birds. They are Bobolink, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, and
Towhee. A surprising, completely unusual combination
that fits the key and it works for males in breeding plum-
age. The question is “Did anyone ever find out the name
of the bird they were looking at?”

The second half of the book covers some 150 birds
with a short description and pertinent facts about each.
The very nice accompanying paintings by Ernest Thomp-
son Seton have more extensive descriptions. The plates
are in glorious black and white. Color printing did not be-
gin to come into use in books until at least a decade later.

The first group of “Our Common Birds” is the water
birds. I quote the first line: “The study of water birds re-
quires special advantages and equipments, among which
are a suitable location, much time, and a gun.” Birds in the

“good old days” were studied up close and in the hand,
and found through the sights of a shotgun. We’ve come
a ways.

Reading the bird descriptions carefully, one senses that
they come not from observation, but from a bird in the
hand. One immediately grasps how revo-
lutionary Peterson’s approach was to iden-

tifying birds. Here you’re looking at a brown g//‘

bird, while Peterson is looking at eye strlpes
and flank marks. There are surprises; Chap-
man explains the two Petrels of the Atlantic are easily
told apart, the Wilson’s has a yellow area in the webs of
the toes and the Leach’s webs are all black. Great in-the-
hand field mark; try that on a dot way out on the ocean.
Chapman covers New York City; it’s interesting to read
about birds no longer common here and birds that had
not yet become a part of birdlife in the area. Arrival and
departure dates are also mentioned. Reading this book is
like being transported back in time. If you're a nostalgia
type, you might find it a worthwhile read.
Read this most interesting and important book and ...
ENJOY!I!
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“Let the sounds of the beautiful birds
be the music to your ears”
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NYS BUDGET PROPOSALS

Editor’s note: On January 15, Audubon New York’s
Executive Director, Ana Paula Tavares, responded to
Governor Andrew Cuomo’s State of the State address
and Executive Budget Presentation as follows:

Governor Cuomo’s proposals include an aggressive
agenda that will tackle some of the biggest environmen-
tal challenges facing our nation. We fully support a car-
bon neutral future, achieved through ambitious goals like
using our working lands and forests to achieve greater
carbon sequestration, investing $1.5 billion in responsibly
sited offshore wind and other renewables that minimize
impacts to birds and other wildlife, and banning offshore
drilling for oil and gas.

We are thrilled to see Governor Cuomo recognizing
the importance of natural climate solutions. Additional
grants for forest management will improve forest resil-
iency and build on the success of Audubon’s bird-friendly
forest management programs, and a ban on offshore drill-
ing will help ensure habitats for coastal and marine birds
are preserved. The vision for New York State’s forests,
waterways, and beaches should focus on balancing hu-
man activities with the preservation of our unique eco-
systems, a source of pride for all New Yorkers and a boon
for our state’s economy.”

Proposals That Will Make the Biggest Impact on
New York Birds and Other Wildlife

Continued investment in the Environmental Protection
Fund. This fund protects clean water, open space, working
lands, forests, parks, and waterfronts, helping birds and
people thrive. The $300 million proposed for the Environ-
mental Protection Fund includes $15 million for the Zoos,
Botanic Gardens, and Aquaria program and $500,000 for
Regenerate NY, which would assist forest landowners in
addressing the extreme difficulty achieving forest regen-
eration, partly caused by heavy deer forage pressure and
competing vegetation.

Combat climate change and support climate-threatened
species by requiring New York’s electricity be 100% carbon-
neutral by 2040, and set us on the path toward eliminating
carbon emissions from all sources. Audubon New York fully
supports a renewable energy future, and projects which
are sited with minimal impact to birds and other wildlife.

Accelerate the development of offshore wind and provide
greater incentives for renewable energy. Wind power is an
important component of New York’s renewables portfo-
lio, and Audubon strongly supports the investment of $1.5
billion in offshore wind and other renewables. Achieving
9,000 MW by 2035 is an ambitious goal, and we look for-
ward to continuing to work with New York State to make
sure that new wind projects are responsibly sited.

Banning offshore drilling for oil and gas. Habitats for
coastal and marine birds and other wildlife are already
threatened by a multitude of issues, including a chang-
ing climate, plastic pollution, pressure from human

development, and rising sea levels. Another threat does
not need to be added to the mix. Audubon has witnessed
firsthand the long-term impacts of other oil spills, like the
Deepwater Horizon disaster. An equivalent disaster in
the Atlantic Ocean would coat beaches and estuaries
throughout the North Atlantic Planning Area, with a par-
ticularly devastating effect on New York State’s 117.5
miles of Atlantic Ocean coastline. The vision for New
York State should focus on balancing human activities
with the preservation of our unique marine and coastal
ecosystems.

Reduce our reliance on single-use plastics. Plastics have
become an abundant pollutant in our oceans and pose a
major threat to marine and coastal wildlife. On average,
an estimated 8 million metric tons of plastic enter oceans
around the world each year due to littering, illegal dump-
ing, and poor waste management on land and at sea. New
York should do its part to address this threat. This pro-
posal would ban the use of plastic bags in New York State
— an important first step in reducing our consumption of
single-use plastics.

Expand and strengthen the Bottle Bill. This proposal
would place a five-cent deposit on non-carbonated bev-
erages. Non-carbonated beverage containers R
litter our beaches, parks, Audubon Im-
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A
portant Bird Areas, and other important \ ;
habitats throughout New York, and are <.\ "
contributing to the proliferation of micro-

plastics, which have direct impacts on our coastal and
marine birds. The Bottle Bill must be expanded to pro-
mote increased recycling of these products and decrease
waste and the threats posed to our environment.

Green Futures Fund. Adequate funding is essential to
achieving our shared goal of protecting New York’s envi-
ronment and natural resources. The Green Futures Fund
proposals will provide critical funding for clean water,
renewable energy, climate resiliency, and our parks.

Address issues of water quantity and quality for birds, peo-
ple, and other wildlife by investing $2.5 billion in clean water
infrastructure and water quality protection. We all share a
need for clean water. An additional $2.5 billion dollars —
with $500,000 to be dispersed this year — is a substantial
and needed investment that will allow New York to con-
tinue to upgrade and improve municipal drinking water
and wastewater systems and protect source waters.
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BECOME A MEMBER OF SSAS
Think Globally, but Join Locally!

Option 1. You can join SSAS for a year by sending $20
payable to South Shore Audubon Society using the form
below. Our address is PO. Box 31, Freeport, NY 11520-
0031.

Option 2. To join NAS and your all-volunteer local chap-
ter, you can help SSAS by joining Audubon through us
for the same price that it costs if you join through NAS
(we get $0 from these dues unless you join through us).
Mail the form below and your check payable to National
Audubon Society to SSAS at the address above. The spe-
cial rate for the first year is $20 per household.

» Renewing? Please send NAS renewals directly to NAS.
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(J Donations to SSAS are always welcome! §

Yes, I'd like to join: ([ SSAS only (3 National Audubon too
NAME:
ADDRESS:

(Zip+4)

PHONE NO.:
E-MAIL:

Chapter Code R15 (South Shore Audubon Society)
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